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HOUSE - Ep5502 - CHERRY - 8-9-04

TEASER
FADE | N:
TI GHAT - LUCY PALMERO
Rocks her head slowy to a private, painful rhythm 38, but

| ooks older. A pale round face. A frozen, mrthless half
smle. The blank, flattened affect of schizophrenia.

The murnmur of public business in a big room And then, ained
right at her, vaguely nenacing, fromout of nowhere --

FEMALE VO CE
Cat got your tongue?

Lucy blinks. PUSH IN  Blue eyes, scared, fill the screen.

FEMALE VO CE ( CONT' D)
Nah. You killed the cat. Cut off
its head.

Lucy stops rocking. Then, very faint, fromthe real world --

SALLY (V.QO)
...need to take a look at this -

LUKE'S VO CE (V.0Q)
Mom .. Mom

Lucy startles, turns to Luke's voice. WDER to REVEAL we're:
| NT. NEW JERSEY STATE UNEMPLOYMENT OFFI CE -- DAY

The Disabilities Benefits desk. Lucy's teenaged son LUKE -
thin, anxious, highly organized -- sits next to her. The
Casewor ker (SALLY) -- 50ish, plunmp -- behind a desk featuring
a col ored GLASS FROG PAPERVEI GHT. Re: a form --

SALLY
Just a couple of questions, before |
can aut hori ze extendi ng her benefits.

Lucy's confused. Drooling now Bobbing her head. Re: Sally -

LUCY
| don't like her. She's fat.

Luke flashes a nervous look to Sally, who nicely lets him
of f the hook; she's not offended.

SALLY
| could lose a little weight.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE - Ep5502 - CHERRY - 8-9-04 2.

CONTI NUED:
As Lucy rubs her right calf, distracted, CAMERA SLANS | N
TI GHT - LUCY'S CALF - VFX

PUSHI NG t hrough fat, bone and nuscle to di scover a dangerous
| ooking thronbus -- a blood clot, inside Lucy's deep vein.

RESUME - UNEMPLOYMENT OFFI CE
LUKE
(worri ed)
You all right?

Lucy rel eases her calf --

SALLY
Actual ly, before she signs --
LUCY
-- 1 killed the cat... So nuch bl ood.
Of Sally's ook --
LUKE

It's okay.
Sally sighs. She wants to give the kid a break.

SALLY
| have questions about a couple of
these dates. The first diagnosis --

LUKE
-- Schi zophrenia, Dr. Walters, My
11 last year. Letter's in the nedical
file.

Sally nods. Gets it. Of the form

( CONTI NUED)

1



HOUSE - Ep5502 - PINK - 7-27-04 3.
CONTI NUED: ( 2) 1

SALLY

And April 6. That was her |ast day
of work.

LUKE
The termnation letter's dated March
5 1 know, it's confusing, but yeah,
her | ast pay stub was for the week
endi ng April 6.

SALLY
But she received unenpl oynent benefits
that week. A week she worked.

LUKE
No. That's a m st ake.

O f Luke, shook, grabbing a thick file, |ooking --
BACK I NSIDE THE VEIN - VFX - AS BEFORE

SEE a SMALL PIECE of the BIG CLOT in the calf breaks off and
flows up Lucy's body. Bad news.

RESUME - UNEMPLOYMENT OFFI CE
Luke still looking. 1It's got to be there.
SALLY

It's a big problem it could nullify
her entire claim

LUKE
W fixed that. | know we did. W
returned the noney.

Finally -- he's found what he needs. He hands her a docunent.

LUKE ( CONT' D)
That's the cancel ed check... Not the
real one. You know. A copy.

SALLY
(irony, a conplinent)
And you're the dependent.

LUKE
No, that's ny little brother. [|I'm
18. Just hel pi ng out.

A weird beat. Sally looks at him Smles. STAWPS the form

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30-04 4.

CONTI NUED: ( 3)
SALLY
You're all set. Just need a
si gnat ur e.
LUCY

(fast, urgent)
Shut up shut up shut up.

Lucy's agitated, paranoid, eyes |locked tight on --
TI GHT - THE FROG PAPERVEI GHT ON THE DESK - LUCY'S POV

FROG ( THE FEMALE VO CE)
The cat's first. Nowit's your turn,
Lucy.

W DER - Lucy reacts, frightened and in pain, jerks her chair
backwards. Tense.

LUKE
It's okay. She just needs sone water.

SALLY
"1 get it.

Sally nmoves off, Luke slips his Mom an airplane sized bottle
of vodka. She guzzles it.

LUKE
Mom just hold on. Wen she cones
back, sign it, and we're done --

LUCY
-- The voi ces.

LUKE
-- The voices aren't real.

Lucy nods. Then she gasps, twsts, in real pain, as CAVERA
DI VES DOMNN, and we're back --

| NSI DE HER BODY - VFX - THE BLOOD CLOT

Sl ans through the chanbers of her heart, and into a narrow ng
artery, crashing to a stop with a wet fat THUNK, bl ocking

bl ood flow, and thus oxygen, to Lucy's |ungs.

RESUME - UNEMPLOYMENT OFFI CE

Lucy gasps horribly, can't get any air. Luke is helpless,
Lucy's eyes flutter closed, the whole world SLOAS DOMWN, and - -

( CONTI NUED)

1



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30-04 4A

CONTI NUED: (4) 1
LUCY' S COLLAPSE - VARI QUS

Lucy falls off the chair... Luke tries to catch her... her

dead wei ght spins himsideways... he SLAMS his wist on the
desk... her hand hits the glass frog... it flies off the
desk... smashes and separates in a shower of glass... Lucy

| ands on the ground hard...

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - YELLOW- 7-30-04 5.
CONTI NUED: (5) 1
BACK TO REAL TIME -- Sally's back, calling 911, and Lucy's
on the floor, unconscious. Of the blank stare of what's
left of the frog's eyes, and Luke, terrified, cradling his
nmot her's head --
POP TO MAIN TI TLES

END OF TEASER




HOUSE - Ep5502 - CHERRY -

ACT _ONE
FADE | N:
EXT. PRI NCETON - AERI AL SHOT -- DAY
A SIREN, the sound of an anbul ance pulling up and--
EMI VO CE
(filtered, thru radio)

38 year old Caucasi an wonman, status

post respiratory arrest in the field,

i nt ubat ed, oxygenating poorly...
OM TTED

INT. E.R WAl TI NG ROOM -- DAY

8-9-04 6.

Quiet. Luke paces, restless, past a MAN readi ng the COM CS

When he | owers the paper, we see it's House. Annoyed.

LUKE
(a question)
This is a good hospital.

HOUSE
Depends what you nmean by good.
(consi ders, then)
| like these chairs.

O f Luke's | ook, as House goes back to the comcs --

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30-04 7.
CONTI NUED: 4

HOSPI TAL P. A. VA CE
Dr. Gegory House, please call Dr.
Cuddy at extension 3731.

House ignores the page. E. R DOC WELLS enters, early 30s,
Luke nmoves quickly towards him --

LUKE
How i s she?

WELLS
St abl e, okay. Your nom had a snall
pul monary enbolism a blood clot
that got stuck in her lungs. Bl ocked
t he oxygen.

Luke wi nces as he pulls out his notebook -- his wist hurts.
(Throughout the foll ow ng, House | ooks like he's just reading
t he paper, not paying attention. Think again.)

LUKE
But the pain started in her |eg.

VEELLS
(nods, that's right)
Where the clot started. Her calf.
That's called a deep vein thronbosis,
basically a bigger clot --

LUKE
-- it never hurt before, | would ve
noticed --

VEELLS

-- A piece of that broke off, went
up the vein, through her heart, and
bl ocked bl ood flow to her lungs. No
bl ood fl ow, no oxygen.

LUKE
(witing fast)
Got it. Wit a sec --

VWELLS
-- |Is your dad here? | have sone
things | need to talk to him--

LUKE
-- My dad's running a little | ate;
he's dead. Talk to ne. | take care

of her.

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30-04 8.
CONTI NUED: (2) 4
VELLS

Al right. Your Mom s bl ood al cohol
was point one two, 10:30 in the

norni ng - -

LUKE
-- | gave it to her. Two ounces of
vodka. It cools her out.

(flips through book)
The last tine was Monday. Three
days ago. |'mreal careful
(beat)
She hears voi ces.

WELLS
(a question)
She' s schi zophreni c.
(of f Luke's nod)
Expl ains the DVT. The al cohol nakes
her pass out, she's imobile for
| ong periods --

LUKE
-- that doesn't happen. She's not
an al cohol i c.

WELLS
Fine. She only drinks when you give
it to her.
(end of story)
We put her on blood thinners, you
can probably take her hone tonorrow.

Wl | s st ands.

LUKE
It's not the alcohol. |It's gotta be
sonet hi ng el se.

Qut of nowhere --

HOUSE
O course it's the al cohol. Hel | o.

As he gets up, noves toward them --

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(re: Wells)
This guy's a professional doctor.
Pl ays golf and everything, | bet.
(to Luke)
He's not gonna tell you your Mms
an al coholic, not w thout proof.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - PINK - 7-27-04 9.
CONTI NUED:  ( 3) 4
HOUSE ( CONT' D)

"' m sure he scoped for vari ces,
checked her esophagus, ran all Kkinds

of blood tests... Doctors like this,
they don't nake assunptions, they do
t he work.

Wells doesn't |ike being jerked around.

VWELLS
|'d be happy to refer you the case,
Doct or House, you seem so interested --

HOUSE
-- what case, it's over, you're
sendi ng her hone --
(to Luke)
How ol d is she?

LUKE
You're a doctor?
HOUSE
Omn ny own stethoscope. Did | ask
you how old she was, | forget --
LUKE
She's 38.
HOUSE

(significant)
LUKE
Are you gonna take the case?
| NT. HOUSE' S OFFI CE -- DAY 5
House and the team -- CHASE, FOREMAN and CAMERON. As House

wites "Deep Vein Thronbosis" and "female, 38 yrs," on the
enpty whiteboard --

HOUSE
-- Cone on people, it didn't just
cone in the mil. A 38 year old

woman with no previous synptons or
hi story presents wth Deep Vein
Thronbosi s, how did she get it?

FORENVAN
The usual three big risk factors for
DVT are imobility, injury to the
vein, or the blood itself.

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - YELLOW- 7-30-04

CONTI NUED:

CAVERON
An inherited clotting disorder.

FORENVAN
| f she's European.

As House scrawls the possibilities on the whiteboard --

HOUSE
Lucy Palmero. Italian. Dr. Chase.
Is Italy in Europe?
(of f Chase's | o00k)
You | ook sl eepy, you're fromthere,
t hought I'd give you an easy one.

CHASE
Italy's in Europe. Australia s not.

HOUSE
Fun geographi cal facts, always good
for bar bets, thanks, she's European,
the Factor V blood disorder's nore
i kely, what el se?

CAVERON
| nfections and
i nfl ammat ory di seases. CHASE
Lupus, Crohn's D sease, -- She said "lupus," she
rheumatoid arthritis, al ways says | upus --
they can stinulate
clotting.

FOREMAN

(hard, fast)
-- and pregnancy, especially third
trimester, oral contraceptives,
snoki ng, di abetes, obesity, and what's
the point here? A DVI's a DVI. Put
her on IV Heparin to prevent new
clots. What's the big nystery?

HOUSE
Fine, you' re all sleepy, you need a
clue --
(circles "38," hard, as)
She's thirty-eight years old. She's
twenty years too young to get a Deep
Vei n Thr onbosi s.

FOREMAN
| took care of a twelve year old
girl, soccer player, kicked in the
leg --

( CONTI NUED)

10.
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HOUSE - Ep5502 - PINK -

CONTI NUED: (2)

HOUSE
-- There's no trauma; none of the
ri sk factors.

CAMERON
(skeptical)
You took a history?
HOUSE
| have sone notes. Not m ne, but
reliable, I think, for the purposes

of this discussion.

7-27-04

He shows them Luke's notebook, and, glancing through it --

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
As for immobility, she's real active
now, of course, the paranoi a keeps
her |inber, but before that, she
worked at the library for twelve
years, putting away books. And this
was before e-books and CD's, so there
was a real weight to --

They' ve all caught the reference, but it's --

FORENVAN
-- Whoa whoa whoa, back it up
Par anoi a?

HOUSE

Oh yeah, she's schizophrenic. And
her kid wote this, so it mght be a
little biased, having to take care
of his nutso nomand all.

(beat, off the | ooks)
What. You think there's a connection?
Do we include schizophrenia in the
differential for DVT?

FORENVAN
well --

HOUSE
-- The answer's no. Abnorna
dopam nergi ¢ pathways in the brain
do not cause bl ood clots.
Schi zophreni a does not cause DVT.
(beat)
It's sonmething el se.

| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - PATI ENT FLOOR -- DAY

House and W1l son wal k and tal k, m d-conversation --

( CONTI NUED)

11.



CONTI NUED:

HOUSE - Ep5502 - GOLDENROD - 8-2-04

HOUSE
On the other hand, we don't know
anyt hi ng about schi zophrenia. So
maybe it s connected.

W LSON
The schi zophreni a does expl ai n one
nmystery. Wy you're so fascinated
by sone woman with a bunp in her
leg. It's like Picasso deciding to
white wash a fence.

HOUSE
-- Thanks, but I'"'mnpore of a Leroi
Nei man man; and this is only about
the DVT; she's 38, she shouldn't --

W LSON
-- right, solve this one, you're
headed for Stockhol m --

HOUSE
We don't even know how to treat it.
Come on: fum gation of the vagi na?

W LSON
Alittle louder, | don't think they
heard you in Labor and Delivery --

HOUSE
-- Two thousand years ago, that's
how Gal en treated schi zophreni cs.
The Marcus Wl by of ancient G eece.

W LSON
Right. Cearly you' re not interested.
HOUSE
(still on his rant)

Because, obviously, all the synptons
wer e caused by mal position of the
ut er us.

W LSON
There's a better place for it?

( CONTI NUED)

12.
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HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30-04 13.

CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 6
HOUSE
And since then, what? Lobotomn es,
rubber roons, electric shock -- that

Galen was so primtive.

House hangs a right.

W LSON
Where are you goi ng?
HOUSE
Taki ng her history; |I'ma doctor,

it's what | do.

W LSON
You won't talk to patients because
they lie; but give you sonebody who
doesn't know what reality is and
you're--

HOUSE
--1f it wasn't for Socrates, a raving,
untreated schi zophrenic, we woul dn't
have the Socratic Method, the best
way to teach everything except
juggling chain saws, and w t hout
| saac Newton, we'd be floating on
the ceiling.

W LSON
Dodgi ng chai n saws, no doubt.

HOUSE

And that guitar player, you know, in
that English band. He was great.

At the room about to enter, he sees Wlson's snmug smle and --

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You think it's the schizophreni a.

W LSON
Pretty sure of it.

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30- 04
CONTI NUED: ( 3)

HOUSE
Gal en was pretty sure about the
fum gation thing.
(a beat, it conmes to
hi m
Pi nk Fl oyd.

He goes i nsi de.

I NT. LUCY' S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- CONTI NUOUS

House enters. 1In bed, Lucy's nonitored, got a central |ine.
Weak, but the schizophrenic synptons -- the rictus-smle,

t he hi gher voice, the disassociated thought -- are in ful

bl oom Luke stands by the bed as House | ooks down and --

LUKE
Mom this is --

HOUSE
-- Gregory House, nice to neet you
Wuld it be all right if we tal ked
al one for a while?

LUKE
(anxi ous)
But you need ne --

HOUSE

(re: note book)
-- 1"ve got your chart notes, Doctor.

(hands hima twenty)
Cafeteria's downstairs, get yourself
anyt hing you want, as long as there's
enough left over for a Reuben sandw ch
to go, dry, no fries, hold the
pi ckl es. Should run you about five
eighty with tax.

(gives himhis pager)
"1l page you when we're done.

(sml es)
Get a receipt.

LUCY
(soft)
No pi ckl es.
Luke | eaves. House sits by the bed.

HOUSE
Nice kid. How nuch do you really
drink?

Of her |ook:

14.
6



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GREEN - 7-30-04 15.

| NT. PATI ENT FLOOR LOUNGE -- DAY 8
Wth Chase and Foreman, reeling. As Luke wal ks past --

FORENVAN
He's really talking to a patient?

CHASE
(nods, then)
| don't know who | am anynore.

| NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY 9
As before, Lucy and House --

HOUSE
And t he neds?

LUCY
Basebal | . | Iike baseball.

HOUSE
Very nice.

LUCY
Very sad.
(softer)
W went to a gane. M and the boy.

HOUSE
Meds. Not Mets. Medi ci ne.

Lucy turns away. House noves to the other side of the bed.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You take what he tells you to take.

LUCY
(small nod, then)
The Mets | ost.



10

11

| NT. PATI ENT FLOOR LOUNGE

The team and W1 son. Wit

fromthe MEDI CAL SOCI ETY OF NEW JERSEY.

proceeds as Caneron opens
smles to herself, and thr

FORE
Sonme nurse saw h
never happened,;
up in Central Pa
it's always a fr

WLS
| saw him

Beat. They consider the s

CHAS

What's he gonna find out that we

couldn't?

W son gives hima | ook -

HOUSE - Ep5502 - BUFF - 8-5-04

-- DAY

ing. Canmeron opens an envel ope
The conversation

a form looks at it, realizes,

ows it away --

VAN

imgo in; nmaybe it

i ke the guy waking

rk without a kidney;

iend of a friend.

ON

ignificance of all this..

E

is that what this is? A turf issue?

W LSON
Think of it as calling in a

speci al i st.

I NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY

House standi ng now, |eaning against the wall, as --

LUCY

(too loud, with edge)
Wiy why why? Way why why?

HOUS

E

Because | |ike your voice.

Lucy gives a short, barking |augh.

HOUS

E (CONT' D)

(re: her |eQ)

You told Luke it
LUCY

never hurt before.

Just rough. They didn't hurt.

( CONTI NUED)

House sits back down.

16.
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11 CONTI NUED:

Lucy wi ggl
note...

HOUSE - Ep5502 -

es her | egs underneath the sheets.

HOUSE
(t hought ful)
They didn't.

LUCY
Don't lie to him Linpy. Lively
Lucy never lies to Lucas.
(softer, serious)
Look what | do to him
(beat)
Now. My leg hurts now.
(beat, softer)
Yours too.

12 | NT. PATI ENT FLOOR LOUNGE -- DAY

As House approaches fromthe patient's room.

They | ook

W LSON
Learn anything fromthe human
connection?

HOUSE
Yeah. The Mets suck.

at each other: that's it?

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Al so, for the last couple of nonths,
she hasn't shaved her | egs, because
of the trenors, she cuts herself --

CHASE
-- the trenors aren't new, she nust
al ways cut herself --

HOUSE
-- Exactly. Sonething changed, two
mont hs ago. |'mthinking the anpunt

of bl ood when she cut herself.

(to Foreman, sitting)
Let's do sone bl ood work; collect
and send for clotting studies -- PT,
PTT, Factor V, protein C&S. The
whol e shebang.

Luke cones in, hands House his pager and a bag

LUKE
No pickles. And it's cold now.

( CONTI

PINK - 7-27-04

House t akes

ged sandw ch

NUED)

17.
11
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HOUSE - Ep5502 - GOLDENRCD - 8-2-04 18.
12 CONTI NUED: 12
CAVERON

If it's a Reuben, that's how he |i kes
it.

HOUSE

Everyone, this is Luke.
CAVERON

Al lison Caneron, glad to neet --
HOUSE

-- Save it, we're busy -- Luke, give

us anot her half hour with your Mom
we need to do sone tests.

Luke goes off.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Ni ce kid. Keep her on the IV Heparin
to prevent future clotting, and take
her off the psych neds -- that way
we can see what's what on the physi cal
si de, and who knows, we m ght get
nore out of her.

They nove off. Except for Caneron... He takes a bite of
his sandwi ch then notices her still standing there.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
Don't worry... no pickles.

She debates, then:

CAMERON
... Happy birthday.

HOUSE
Ckay; whose?

He really doesn't know what she's tal king about, but Caneron
t hi nks he just doesn't want to talk about it.

CAMERON
| was just going through your mail,
it was on a form --
(beat)
Happy Birthday.

HOUSE
Oh.

Not hi ng.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE - Ep5502 - GOLDENROD - 8- 2- 04
CONTI NUED: (2)

CAMERON
Just wanted to say it. No big deal.
It's a customon this planet, you'l
catch on.

Canmeron | eaves.
| NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY
Foreman and a Nurse with a rack of bl ood tubes.

LUCY
No bl ood. Not ni ne.

FORENMAN
For the tests, Dr. House told you
about them --

Lucy SPITS in his face.

LUCY
You're gonna steal it. Sell it.

As Foreman wi pes his face, the Nurse presses a button. A
nmoment | ater, a couple of larger nurses enter --

FOREMAN
Hal dol, 5 mlligrans, STAT.

LUCY
No!

As a Nurse produces a needle, Lucy struggles, terrified.
Foreman and two Nurses hold her down as --

LUCY ( CONT' D)
No... don't...

She twi sts, sees the Haldol go into the IV. Foreman watches
her face go SLACK and DULL. She stops struggling; he uncaps
the needle to draw t he bl ood..

INT. CLINIC - EXAM ROOM 2 -- DAY

TERRI - md-30's, fit, very attractive, in tight fashionable
cl ot hes, and WENDY, her ever so slightly overweight 12 year
ol d daughter, who has a sore throat and wears baggy ] eans.
House wal ks in as Terri adjusts Wendy's thin gold bracel et.
She's got a matching one.

HOUSE

Well, good news, the lab says it's
not strep, so we're done.

( CONTI NUED)

19.
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HOUSE - Ep5502 - PINK - 7-27-04
14 CONTI NUED:
Wendy hops off the examtable, but --

TERRI
(to her daughter)
Wait a second.

HOUSE

Really not strep. The boys in the
| ab, sure, they're hard drinkers,
but they're pros. Plus your kid
actual ly has none of the synptons
for strep; | just figured running
the test was easier than arguing
with you. M point is: go.

TERRI
| wanted your opinion, doctor. She's
having a birthday party next week,
and she's upset that I'mgetting a
sugar | ess cake.

WENDY
The other kids hate it.
HOUSE
That's why you're here.
TERRI
Sugar is --
HOUSE

-- You want a doctor to scare her
about the dangers of sugar.

TERRI
She has to get her wei ght under
control

Beat. House considers his options, then:

HOUSE
Well, |I feel sorry for those other
ki ds, Wendy, because they don't have
a Momlike yours, who knows that
sugar causes heart di sease,
appendicitis, and athlete's foot.

TERRI

That's not fair --
HOUSE

-- Sure it is. | get it.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

He turns t

HOUSE - Ep5502 - PINK -

(2)

HOUSE ( CONT' D)

You want her to slimdown a little
so she can wear pretty outfits, just
i ke yours. Love the bracelets.
Hey, what about matching outfits?
You could be tw ns.

(a character)
My gosh, that can't be your daughter;

it's inpossible, you' re way too young.

0 go, then turns back:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(to the kid)
And happy birt hday.
(to nom
Get the kid a damm ice cream cake.

And he |l eaves. Mmtries to hold in her anger;

tries to h

old in her glee.

7-27-04 21.
14

daught er

15

I NT. CLINC -- CONTI NUOUS
House energes from Exam Room One and Luke is waiting for
hi m
LUKE
You drugged her.
HOUSE
Actually, I didn't, |I've taken her
off all --
LUKE

-- your guy Foreman gave her Hal dol

HOUSE
(takes a beat, recovers)

We needed bl ood for tests. | assume
that was the only way to get it.

LUKE
(bl ocki ng House)

He knocked her out.

HOUSE
(get out of ny way)

|"ve got a cane and | know how to
use it.

LUKE
(still blocks him
hired you, you work for ne.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
Ckay. Can | go now, boss?

House wal ks away, Luke lets him stays there as

LUKE
She says the Hal dol changes her.
Makes her soul nunb.
(softer)
Don't give it to her.

House keeps noving, Luke getting smaller behind him
| NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- N GHT

In dimlight, Luke's by the bed, reading to his whacked out
Mom froma well-worn collection of WB. Yeats.

LUKE
-- If there be rags enough he wll
know her nanme, and be well pleased
remenbering it --
(of f Lucy's cough)
You okay?

Even nunbed by Hal dol, she's heard this poem so nany tinmes
from her boy before..

LUCY

(pronpting)
...ad days.

Luke sm |l es and conti nues..

LUKE
"For in the old days, though she had
young nen's praise and old nen's
bl ame, anong the poor both old and
young gave her praise --

Anot her COUGH. A wet SMACK of sonething. The open book --
suddenly flecked with RED DOTS. Confused, Luke touches the
page, the dots SMEAR

WDER to | NCLUDE Lucy, sitting up now, helpless, a river of
sonet hing dark stream ng from her nouth. She retches,

t hrowi ng up HUGE VOLUMES of HOT RED BLOOD.

Luke grabs his nomis armas he yells toward the door --

LUKE ( CONT' D)
Hel p! Sonebody hel p!

22.
15

16
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16A OM TTED 16A
FADE QOUT:
END ACT ONE
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ACT _TWO
FADE | N:
| NT. HOUSE' S | NNER OFFI CE -- DAY
Foreman and House, md argunent, as --
HOUSE
When | said no psych neds, |'mjust

curious, which word didn't you
under st and?

FOREMVAN
The Hal dol had nothing to do with
the bl eed, you know that; | wused it

purely as a chem cal restraint --

HOUSE
-- Geat, good to know, then she
won't experience any of those pesky
little side effects you get when
your notives aren't pure.

FORENMAN
(give me a break)
Those side effects are rare and - -

HOUSE
-- passing out, increased confusion,
depression -- none of that's gonna
happen; none of that's gonna screw
up our diagnosi s, because you just
used it to restrain her. | amso
relieved.

PULLI NG BACK THRU GLASS to..
I NT. HOUSE' S OUTER OFFI CE -- CONTI NUOUS

Canmeron's there as Chase enters with a big envel ope.
and House go at it, muffled, behind the gl ass.

CHASE

(re: envel ope)
The clotting studies. Pretty fast,
you prom se to date the whole | ab?

CAMERON
(taking it fromhim
No, | save that for energencies. |

told themthe patient bled out two
units and if it happens again she'l
di e.

( CONTI NUED)

7-30-04
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CONTI NUED: 18
Chase sits down as Caneron opens the envel ope.

CHASE
If it had happened at hone, she'd be
dead.
(off Caneron's | o00k)
The ER Doc. He was going to send
her hone.

Chase sees House and Foreman through the glass. G ves Caneron
a |l ook re: House and Foreman --

CAVERON
They' re picking a novie.

Com ng out of the inner office, with Foreman behind him --

HOUSE
Wiy did this patient bleed out?

Canmeron | ooks up fromthe results as --

CAVERON
The clotting studies. So far they're
normal --

HOUSE
(he knows)
-- cover your ears if you don't want
me to spoil the ending.
(of f the | ooks)

| couldn't wait, | tried that crazy
new t el ephone gadget, | think it
could catch on

(beat)

It's all normal, except for a
prol onged PT tinme. What's that nean?

Chase and Caneron | ook at Foreman, they know exactly what it
nmeans: Foreman screwed up

FORENMAN
Usual ly it means whoever drew the
blood didn't do it right.
(low, to Chase and
Caner on)
Appreci ate the confi dence.

HOUSE
Oh, that's right, you drew the bl ood.
But you were precise, because you
knew the tube was purely for the PT
st udy.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2)

FORENVAN
That's right.
HOUSE
And I"'mright wwth you. | trust

this result. For two reasons: a)

you are a good doctor and b) 5

mlligrams of |V Haldol nmakes for a

spectacul arly cooperative patient.
(waits, no response)

Fine, I'll go. The prolonged PT

time nakes ne think she's got a

Vitam n K deficiency, which,

aggravated by the Heparin, caused

t he bl eed.

FOREMAN
Fine, but it does nothing to explain
the DVT you're so curious about.
(mutters)
O why.

HOUSE
H pbone, thighbone. Wthout vitamn
K, protein C doesn't work, wthout
protein C, she clots. Thinning and
clotting all at the sane tine.
(ta da)
DVT and bl eedi ng.

CAVERON
AWM ul I'y obscure. \What about anot her
drug interacting with Heparin. An
anti-biotic, like anpicillin. That
coul d cause a bleed. And sone other
drug could --

HOUSE
-- Clever, but she's not on
anpicillin.

CAVERON

But she has it. According to the
book of Luke.

(of f Luke's not ebook)
-- a couple of nonths ago, she had a
sore throat, he got her sone
anpicillin --

HOUSE
(weak theory)
-- which she refused to take then.
Way woul d she take an anti-biotic
now?

( CONTI NUED)

7-30-04 26.
18
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HOUSE -
CONTI NUED: ( 3)

CAMERON
(re: the book)

Ep5502 -

GOLDENRCD -

He just says she didn't take them
What is it, everybody lies, exc
schi zophrenics and their children?

CHASE

(re: Caneron's theory)
It's nore likely than mal nouri shment.
Whay not scurvy, or the plague?

HOUSE

Cee, | wsh ny idea was as coo
with it as yours, and what is yours,

do you have one?

CHASE
Al cohol . Sinple.

FORENMAN

ept

and

First thing we did was scope for
varices; there's no gastritis,
esophageal tear, LFT's were okay,

plus the kid says--
CHASE

no

--The kid's a kid. And she's an

al coholic; even if they're not

schi zophrenic, they're |iars.
(to House, appealing

on his terns)

Al cohol fits the synptons.

It causes

i mmobi lity, which explains the DVT.
It al so causes cirrhosis, which
expl ains the bl eed and the prol onged
PT tinme. Let's go the extra mle.

U trasound the |iver
House t hi nks, then..

HOUSE

Check her place for the anpicillin

and di et.
(to Chase)
And then ul trasound her

liver.

Let's

find out who's right before she bl eeds

t o deat h.

O f House, as they | eave --

I NT. LUCY'S APARTMENT - QOUTSI DE FRONT DOCR -- DAY

Chase and Foreman at the door. Chase tries it.

Chase takes out a credit card.

( CONTI NUED)

8-2-04 27.
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CONTI NUED: 19
FORENMAN
House says the kid's sensitive, thinks
he takes good care of her. If we

don't find anything, why let him
know we did it in the first place?
VWhat's the point?
Chase struggles; the credit card's stuck in the doorjanb.

FOREMAN ( CONT' D)

Why not just make old Foreman |ift

the key fromthe kid' s backpack?
Chase | ooks up. Foreman grins. Holds the KEY.
OM TTED 20
| NT. LUCY'S APARTMENT - MOMENTS LATER 21
Chase and Foreman nove through a small hallway into a |iving
room bedroom and into Lucy's bedroom |[It's neat, sinple,
sunny.

Foreman keeps noving (into a bathroom as Chase sees a chest
of drawers. Chase opens a drawer and finds an entire outfit --

shirt, shorts, underwear, socks -- as Foreman is in the
doorway - -
FORENMAN
(entering)

Her nmedication's not in the bathroom

Chase | ooks up fromthe drawer. A little rocked. Foreman
gets it, too --

FOREMAN ( CONT' D)
Ch man. He lays out her clothes.

Chase cl oses the drawer. Maybe tal ki ng about hinself, too --

CHASE
Enough organi zati on, enough lists,
you think you can control the
uncontrol |l able. Fix her neds, fix
her cl othes, maybe you can fix her.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE -
CONTI NUED:
FOREMAN
You pick that up on your
rotation?

Ep5502 -

psych

GREEN -

Chase doesn't answer, just noves to a bureau drawer,

it, and --

FOREMAN ( CONT
"Il check Luke's room

‘D)

7-30-04 29.
21

opens

Foreman | eaves. Chase stops, | ooks at a pre-schizophrenia
me. She's present,

PHOTO of Luke and Lucy at a ball ga
| aughing -- it's heartbreaking.

| NT. LUCY'S APARTMENT - LUKE S BEDROOM - -

MOVENTS LATER 22

Foreman's on the single bed, with an open | ock box of neds --
twenty bottles of prescriptions, and a print out MEDS LOG

As Chase enters...

FORENVAN
Trifl uoperazine, Thorazin
Clozarile. They tried ev
(off a pill bottle)

el
er yt hi ng.

Abilify.
CHASE
That's what we took her off of, right?
FOREMAN
(off the | og)
She'd been on it for a couple of
months. Last refill was the 14th.

One a day, she m ssed a dose the day

of the DVT, should be 18

Foreman counts. Chase | ooks at the neat desk

the stack of library books on Schiz
The disability info. Paid and unpa

FOREMAN ( CONT
18. The kid's on top of
(anot her bottle)
The anpicillin. Never to

| eft.

ophr eni a.

id bills.
ID)
it.
uched it.

the conputer
The poetry.

( CONTI NUED)
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22 CONTI NUED: 22

CHASE
(doesn't want House
to be right)
God, | hope it's not a Vitamn K
defi ci ency.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:  ( 2) 22
And he exits. ..
| NT. LUCY'S APARTMENT - TINY KITCHEN -- MOVENTS LATER 23

Chase opens the refrigerator. It's alnost enpty. Then tries
the freezer.

CHASE
Dam.

The freezer's packed tight with boxes of FROZEN BURGERS

FOREMAN
Breakfast, |unch and di nner. It's a
Vitam n K deficiency.

Chase literally can't believe it. Of the box of burgers --
| NT. LAB -- DAY 24
DING - A burger in the m crowave.

House renoves it and carries it to the table where the rest
of the box fromLucy's freezer sits. House is md-
conversation wth Luke, who's upset --

LUKE
This is the only thing she'll eat --

HOUSE
Problemis, you can't actually live
on the stuff --

LUKE
-- | checked it out. | |ooked on
t he box. The nutritional values are
solid. Plenty of calories, protein --

HOUSE
Vitamn A and C, but no K That's
why your nmom got sick.

LUKE
VWhat's the plan now?

HOUSE
Load her up with Vitamn K

LUKE
That's it?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
If it all checks out, you can take
her honme in a couple of days.
(Luke is upset)
Ch God, you're upset about sonething;
you're going to open up to ne, aren't
you?

LUKE
It's nmy fault.

HOUSE

Here we go.

(has to get himoff

this)
"' mgonna say this once. You' ve
done a very good job taking care of
your nother; if this was all she'd
eat, what could you do? Gosh, just
being a kid is a full time job --

LUKE
-- Shut up. 1'm18. | should be
able to take care of ny nom

(beat)
| alnpbst killed her.

HOUSE
Good exanple. Just the tine it takes
to express all those ridicul ous,
sel f-centered teenage ideas -- |
don't envy your schedul e.

House takes a bite of the burger, pleased.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
No pi ckl es.

LUKE
My nom doesn't |ike "emeither.

HOUSE
Smart woman.

Luke knows she once was a snart wonan. Beat, then..

LUKE
When | was a kid | got her a hot dog
once, tried to sneak sone relish on
it to see if she'd notice. She yelled
at ne.

HOUSE
You got off easy.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2) 24
LUKE
Before she got sick, | didn't |ike
how bossy she was, always telling ne
what to do, the right way to do it.
Never thought |I'd mss that.

House digs in. Meeting's over. Luke hefts his backpack to
| eave, and wi nces. House notices. Re: Luke's wist:

HOUSE
You shoul d get that |ooked at...

OM TTED 25
OM TTED 26
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27 I NT. HOUSE' S | NNER OFFI CE -- DAY 27

Wth Luke, House SLAPS the wist X-Rays on a |ight board and
studi es them

HOUSE
It's not broken.
(1 ndi cat es)
This, right here... The epi physeal
plate... otherw se known as the growth
plate --

LUKE
-- what's wwong with it?

HOUSE
An amazing thing, this bone. If you
know how to read it, it can tell you
how ol d soneone really is. Exactly
how ol d.

LUKE
Geat, it's not broken. Thanks.

( CONTI NUED)
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House is |

HOUSE - Ep5502 - GOLDENROD - 8-2-04

ooki ng at the X-Ray.

HOUSE
(st udyi ng)
Not even 15. Al nost though. Two
weeks away. A nonth, maybe --

LUKE
-- Last week. | was 15 | ast week.

HOUSE
Happy birthday to us. If you're
going to lie, go big, go 21; then
you won't need your crazy nomto
hel p you buy vodka.

LUKE
Great, thanks for the tip. Wen
bring my nom hone, is there anything
| need to know about taking care of
her ?

As Luke takes out his notebook --

HOUSE
| suppose your big worry isn't the
booze. You're 15; with basically no
mom If Child Welfare |let kids get
away with that they wouldn't need
all those nice foster hones; that'd
make them sad.

LUKE
They'd put her soneplace, too. W
life is working.

HOUSE
Not the word |I'd use. Most 15 year
old kids are doing what they're
supposed to be doing, you know --
huffing glue, catching crabs --

LUKE
If you turn me in, 1'll sue you
(the X-ray)

That's privileged information.

HOUSE
Oh relax, that's not even your X-
ray.

35.
27
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I NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY 28

Lucy's asleep as Caneron enters. Chase has just started the
ul t rasound.

CAMERON
Vitam n K s not good enough for you?
You're still testing for cirhossis?
CHASE

(needs to know)
Doct ors never cancel tests.

Canmeron takes a | ook at the nonitor, marking the read out --

CAMERON
(re: Lucy)
She's awfully cal m

CHASE
(doesn't approve)
House wrote new orders.

He grabs the enpty airplane bottle of vodka off the
ni ghtstand, puts it in his |ab coat pocket.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:
Chase mani pul ates the U trasound on Lucy's stomach.

CAVERON
Alittle bit of scarring. Not nuch,
not enough to --

CHASE
-- It's cirrhosi s.
(alittle edge)
But she doesn't drink.

Chase | ooks away fromthe nonitor, at Lucy, still sleeping.

CAVERON
Congrat ul ati ons, you w n.

Caneron reacts to sonething she sees on the nonitor -- a
lightly outlined shape on the liver -- speckl ed.

CAMERON ( CONT' D)
Actual ly... nobody w ns.

Chase noves to the nmonitor

CHASE
A tunor. Cystic?

CAMERON
(wish it was)
Solid mass. Cancer.

OM TTED
I NT. HOUSE' S | NNER OFFI CE -- DAY

The ul trasound and an MRl photo are up on the light board.
Wl son exam nes them The team and House await his verdict.

W LSON
The Vitam n K caused the DVT, and
aggravated the liver, the tunor's
the real reason for the bl ood
probl ens. The tunor's the problem

O f House's tight nod, as he turns away --

28

29
30
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31 | NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - QUTSI DE LUCY' S ROOM -- NI GHT 31

As Luke comes out of the room Caneron and W/ son approach,
and --

W LSON
I"'mDr. Wlson. Dr. Caneron and I
need to talk to you about what's
goi ng on.

LUKE
Sur e.

W LSON
We need to talk to your nom too.

They enter the room Cose the door. CAMERA SLIDES down to
t he wi ndow, watches WI son and Caneron deliver the bad news
to not her and son.

As Luke asks questions and takes notes, NOTICE that Lucy
says nothing. She's FOCUSED only on her son. Nothing else
exi sts.

Luke puts his book down. Stands up. Asks sonething. WIson

nods. Luke turns away, doesn't want his face seen - he thinks
he mght cry. Lucy's eyes follow him

Luke takes a few deep breaths, doesn't cry. He turns back,

pi cks up his book and asks another question - he has to handl e
this. |If he stops he won't be able to start again.

O f Lucy's unreadabl e | ook as she watches her son take care
of her --

FADE QOUT:
END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE
FADE | N:
OM TTED 32*
I NT. HOUSE' S OFFI CE -- DAY 33

House wat ches his team debate the limted treatnent options.

FOREMAN
Needl e bi opsy confirns hepatocel |l ul ar
carcinoma. A T2 lesion. Stage 2.
It's big, five point eight
centineters.

CHASE
We do nothing, she dies fromliver
failure within 60 days.

CAMERON
She needs a transpl ant.

HOUSE
That' s gonna happen.

As WIlson walks in --

CAVERON
(thinks it shoul d)
She's 38 years old. She's a nother --

HOUSE
-- A schi zophrenic nother with no
nmoney, on the public dole, in fact,
who knocks back vodka when a breeze
bl ows her way.

FOREMAN
M ckey Mantle had a whol e bar naned
after him He got a transplant.

( CONTI NUED)



HOUSE - Ep5502 - GOLDENRCD - 8-2-04 309.
33 CONTI NUED: 33

HOUSE
Lucy can't switch hit. Plan B
surgery to resect the tunor.

He | ooks at W/ son:

CHASE
Joe Bergin does the gamma knife thing.
Laser cauterizes while it cuts; saves
more |iver.

W LSON
The tunor's way too big. He won't
even consider it.

FOREMAN
Not a big risk-taker, Bergin.
HOUSE
wn't drink mlk on its expiration
dat e.
W LSON

He has no discretion. 5.8 centineters
i s past surgical guidelines.

HOUSE
You think he'd do it at 4.67
CAMERON
Wiy don't we say it's zero, then we
don't need himat all. Tunors grow,

t hey don't shri nk.

HOUSE
Thi s one does.

O f House's | ook: he has a plan.
34 OM TTED 34
35 | NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY 35
W1 son and Caneron watch Lucy's liver on the ULTRASOUND
Eﬁ?;tof; As he fills a big hypoderm c needl e, standing over

W LSON
Ni nety-five percent ethanol.

( CONTI NUED)
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GREEN -

7-30-04 40.
35

Quided by the MRI, WIlson injects the needle into Lucy's

liver --

I NSI DE THE NEEDLE - VFX

Foll ow the needle's path to her LIVER, and as the al cohol is

injected in the tunor --

W LSON (V. O.)

( CONT' D)

The et hanol dehydrates the tunor

cells --

SEE the tunor SHRI NK, and HEAR a SUCKI NG SOUND, as

WLSON (V. Q)
-- Literally sucks themdr

RESUME - SCENE

( CONT' D)
y -

W LSON ( CONT' D)
It shrinks the tunor tenporarily.

CAVERON
How t enporarily?

W LSON
If we're lucky, just |ong
fool the surgeon

WIlson withdraws the needle --
INT. CLINIC - EXAM ROOM 1 -- DAY

House with a patient named CLARK --
as Cark H CCUPS. Looks m serabl e.

CLARK
|"ve tried everything.

HOUSE
(off the chart)

enough to

36

30i sh, bit of a conbover --

Pul ling the tongue, ice bags on the

throat, hitting yourself i

face... the groin pinch, well,

n the

sure covered all the normal nedica

bases.
(an idea)

How are you hitting yourself? Open

hand or fist?

CLARK
Open hand.

you' ve

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
(shoul d wor k)
That's how they teach it at Harvard
Med. How hard, though?

As Cuddy cones in the door, O ark WHACKS hi nsel f across the
face.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(shoul d' ve wor ked)
That' s about right.
(to Cuddy)
Hi ccups.

CUDDY
| need to speak to you. Now.

It's a choice between Cuddy and Clark. Not a good choi ce.

HOUSE
| think | have to go pee pee.
(to patient, as he
| eaves)
Dial it up a notch, try one nore shot.

And he wal ks out. Cuddy follows as Clark hits hinmself a
little harder and then... HI CCUPS.

I NT. MEN S ROOM -- MOMENTS LATER 37

House spl ashes water on his face, |ooks up to SEE Cuddy in
the mrror behind him she followed himin.

HOUSE
Grl in the boys' bathroom ooh, very
dramatic. Mist be very inportant,
what she has to say to ne.

CUDDY
Yest erday your patient's tunor was
5.8 centinmeters, today it's 4.6; how
does that happen?

HOUSE
My guess would be: "this Dr. House
nmust be very, very good; why am|
wasting himat the clinic?"
(heads for the urinals)
| wash before and after

CUDDY
You al so requi sitioned 20 ccs of
et hanol. Wich patient would that

be for? O are you planning a party?

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
Do ne a favor?

Cuddy turns on the water.
HOUSE ( CONT' D)

| was going to say 'leave,' but hey,
t hat works.

CUDDY
You shrunk the tunor.

HOUSE
Only way to get this guy to do the
surgery.

CUDDY

Fraud? Fraud was the only way?

A Doctor cones into the bathroom Cuddy gives hima | ook
and the Doctor heads right back out.

CUDDY ( CONT' D)
There's a reason we have those
gui del i nes.

HOUSE
| know. To save lives. Specifically,
doctors' lives. And not so nuch

their lives as their lifestyles.
Don't want to operate on anybody
really sick, they mght die, spoi
our batting average.

CUDDY
Bergin has a right to know what he's
operating on.

HOUSE
True. | got all focused on her right
to live and forgot. You do what you
think is right.

Ponmpous jerk. She turns to go, then turns back --

CUDDY
Your patient's kid slept here three
nights in arow |I'mnot running a

honel ess shel ter.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: (2)
HOUSE

HOUSE - Ep5502 -

(give nme a break)

He's 15 years ol d;
his nom

CUDDY

he takes care of

It's supposed to be the other way

ar ound.

Cuddy | eaves. Beat. House is still

he sighs. ..
| NT. HOUSE' S | NNER OFFI CE - -

DAY

House is working. Caneron enters.

CAVERON
...You really didn't know?

HOUSE

No, | didn't, and frankly,

VWhich |I'mguessing is the correct
response. O course, I'll know better
once you tell ne what you're talking

about .

CAVERON

Your birthday.
HOUSE

Oh.  Anger was a bad guess.

(then)

GREEN -

at the urinal

"' mangry.

Normally, | put on a festive hat and
celebrate the fact that the earth
has circled the sun one nore tine.
| really didn't think it would make
it this year, but darn it if it wasn't
the little engine that coul d al

over again.

CAVERON

It's a birthday.

It's an excuse to

be happy. You think that's | anme?

7-30-04 43.
37

Finally,

38

She feels sorry for him- and that nmakes hi m m serabl e.

HOUSE
Wiy are you here? D d you buy ne a
pony?

CAMERON

(there's not hi
do)

ng to

|"mjust waiting for the surgery --

( CONTI NUED)
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38 CONTI NUED: 38
HOUSE
-- Loeb's 4th | aw of nedicine. Go
scrub in.
38A INT. HALLWAY QUTSI DE SURG CAL SU TE -- DAY 38A*
Cameron and DR. JCE BERA N nove through the doors, imedi ately *
post surgery, wung out froma tense operation, blood on *
their scrubs. PUSH NG CAMERA BACK, real snmooth, but with *
sharp edge underneath --
BERG N *
-- that tunor didn't just walk into *
a bar and buy itself a double shot
of ethanol. Sonmeone shrunk it down -- *
CAVERON
-- I"'msorry, Doctor Bergin, it was
very very wong --
BERG N *
-- House is lucky I didn't just close *
her up. He tries it again, that's *
what happens. *
CAVERON
"1l pass it on. *
Bergi n noves past CAMERA as we HOLD Caneron, who stops. Of *
her small smle -- the plan worked, they got what they wanted --*
39 OM TTED 39*
THRU THRU

41 41
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42 I NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY 42

Lucy's sl eeping. Chase and Luke talk quietly in the corner.
Luke's got his notebook out --

CHASE
It | ooks |like the surgeon got it
all, but she's going to have to have
sone chenot herapy --
LUKE
(writing)

-- what kind is it?

CHASE
Stop. Witing.

Luke does.

CHASE ( CONT' D)
(he knows...)
I f you stop for a second it won't
all fall apart. Gve yourself a
break once in a while. The fact is,
your Mom's gonna take an extra drink
once in anwhile --

LUKE
-- she won't, she doesn't --

CHASE
Fi ne.
(beat)
There are sonme things you can't fix,
that's all |I'm saying.

A beat. Luke nods. As if he gets it, but --

LUKE
That's how you'd handle it. Somet hi ng
like this. You'd give up

Not really surprised, Chase realizes Luke didn't hear any of
it.
CHASE
No. 1'd do it just like you.

Chase pulls a cheno panphlet fromhis coat, hands it to Luke
and --

CHASE ( CONT' D)

It's an infusion.
( MORE)

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED:

CHASE ( CONT' D)
She' |l have a drain in her abdonen,
you' re going to have to check for
possi bl e infection --

Luke is witing again as --

TRINA WYATT (O. S.)
Lucas Pal nero?

7-27-04

She's in the doorway. 40ish, official |ooking. Moving in,

tal king | ow, aware of the sleeping Lucy --

TRI NA WYATT ( CONT' D)
Trina Watt. Child Services, state
of New Jersey.

CHASE
Can | help you? This is a private--

TRI NA WYATT
(rmovi ng toward Lucas)
He's 15 years old, a mnor, in a
very tough living situation. W
want to help him

LUKE
| don't need your help.
CHASE
(genui nely surprised)
Fifteen?
TRI NA WYATT
Lucas. You have to cone with us.
Ri ght now.
LUKE

| don't think so.

CHASE
Where are you taking hinf

TRI NA WYATT
Until the investigation is conplete,
and a determnation is nade, he'l
be housed at Children's Services --

LUKE

-- | don't want to be housed. I
l[ive with ny nother.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 2) 42
TRI NA WYATT
Not for the next few days. Cone on.
Let's not make this difficult.
Lucy stirs. Luke looks at her. Still asleep. You can see
it in his face -- he's snmart, knows he has to go with them

but just mght not do it.

MALE TRUANT OFFI CER (O.S.)

How we doin'?

A uni formed TRUANT OFFI CER in the doorway.

TRI NA WYATT
(at Luke, a question)
| think we're okay.

| mpl i ed nuscl e.

A tense beat. Then, kissing his Momon her forehead --

on hi s.

LUKE
(whi spers)
| | ove you, Mom
Lucy grabs his hand. Her hand shakes

LUCY

The Mets lost. You renenber?
LUKE

| renmenber.
LUCY

| | ove you.

Luke is crying. Lucy closes her eyes,

She' s

turns away.
| ets go of her hand, turns fast, blows by the Truant O ficer,
and | eaves the room Trina Watt and the officer foll ow

him and, off Lucy alone in bed, and Chase..

| NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - MAIN FLOOR -- DAY

awake.

Luke

43

House and W1 son, m d-conversation, wal king toward the

el evators --

W LSON

Cuddy hasn't said anything about
pushing Bergin to finish the surgery?

HOUSE
Not a word. Sonme kind of m

nd gane.

She's waiting for nme to crack.

W LSON

Either that or she's just being nice.

( CONTI NUED)
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43

House gl ances wyly to WIlson, then notices Luke cone out of
the el evators fast, pissed off, followed by Trina Watt and
the Truant officer. House stops. He knows sonething' s up.

HOUSE

(not a chance of that)
Ri ght .

Ten feet away,

Luke | ooks up, and House can see tears on his

face. House steps toward Luke, and, as Luke blows right by

hi m (bunpi ng hi

malittle) --

LUKE

(bitter)
You said you wouldn't call. You're
a real bastard, you know?

Yeah,

HOUSE
| get that a |ot.

House wat ches Luke head for the front door, trailed by the

Truant O ficer
putting sonethi
Wl son, and --

and Trina Watt. TIGHT ON HOUSE, thoughtful,
ng together... Luke exits. House turns to

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
don't think noms crazy.

FADE QOUT:
END ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR
FADE | N:
| NT. CUDDY'S OFFI CE -- DAY 44

Cuddy works. House enters - there's sonething he's got to
check out.

CuUDDY
What ?
HOUSE
You paged ne.
CuDDY
Three days ago. | forget why.

She goes back to her work.

HOUSE
...Children's Services; they do nice
work; you did the right thing ratting
the kid out.

She reacts - this reaction is what he cane to see, and
assess. ..

CuDDY
You got ne pegged as the anonynous
caller?

HOUSE
If in doubt, | always blanme you.

He continues to study her as:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
None of mny people even knew he was
15, which doesn't inpress ne, but
gets themoff the hook. Tag, you're
it.

CUDDY
Never thought 1'd say this to you
but maybe you've gotten too involved
inthis case. On a personal |evel

HOUSE
It's Iike you can see right through
me. | feel so vul nerable.

And he | eaves.

( CONTI NUED)
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44 CONTI NUED: 44
HOUSE (V. Q) (CONT' D)
(reading, very |l ow
| have gone about the house, gone up
and down.
44A | NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - - DAY 44A

ON THE BOOK. House reads fromthe collection of Yeats.
It's open to the page that's spattered in bl ood.

REVEAL, he's reading to Lucy, who's still weak fromthe
surgery, in bed, hooked up to a machine. Eyes closed.
HOUSE
(very | ow)

Anmong t he poor both old and young
gave her prai se.

He shuts the book, hard. Lucy opens her eyes.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You cal | ed Soci al Servi ces. It was
you.

LUCY
No. No no no.

Her eyes are sharp. Manic.

HOUSE
It's okay. | get it. He'll have an
easier time dealing with the system
Sure, he won't be with his real
not her... but his real nother's sick.
(beat)
Sonmeone needs to take care of him

LUCY
"' m not gonna |live here.

HOUSE
What woul d his future have been?
Taki ng you to cheno and back on the
bus... He'll have to fit school in
somewhere, too. And even if the
cancer's in conplete rem ssion, he'l

still have a nother who hears voi ces.
LUCY
(very | ow)

Talk no nore. Talk no nore.

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
'Look what | do to him Linmpy." You
said that.
She's got a little drool. House wipes it off.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(re: the bedsi de phone)
| checked the phone records. Only
one call fromthis room smart, they

charge you two bucks a call. It was
to Social Services, State of New
Jersey.

Lucy's nouth stiffens in a schizophrenic smle. A tear rolls
down her cheek. House gets up.

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You're his nother. You couldn't do
it to himanynore.
(beat)
Good for you.

Lucy cl oses her eyes. House turns out the light, and | eaves.
| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - ADM N. FLOOR -- DAY

Wl son and House, wal k and tal k away from House's offi ce.
House i s wound up, working on a theory --

W LSON
Schi zophreni cs can nake rati onal
deci si ons.

HOUSE

On the small stuff, yeah. Wen to
sl eep, what to drink, maybe -- you
know -- no | enonade, but |'Ill take
some hem ock if you' ve got it.

W LSON
-- Your man Socrates --

HOUSE
-- but giving up your son, because
it's better for him that's so sane,
so rational -- self-sacrifice is not
a synptom of schi zophrenia, it
excl udes the di agnosis.

W LSON

(a question)
She' s not schi zophreni c.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 45
HOUSE
She's 36 when she first presents --
W LSON
-- Alittle late, but within the
range --
HOUSE

-- The internist sends her to the
shrink, one shrink sends her to the
next; she tells all of themshe's
not crazy. The drugs don't work --
why would they, if she's not a head
case -- she got clearer when | took
her off the psych neds.

Wl son stops. Of his | ook:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)
You t hi nk m crazy.

W LSON
Yeah, but that's not the problem
(beat)
Didn't we just |eave your office?
W DER to SEE House has | ed them back to his office.

HOUSE
| like to wal k.

And House returns to his office, leaving Wlson in the
hal | way.

| NT. HOUSE' S APARTMENT -- NI GHT 46
Not much furniture. Functional. diding past a clock that

says 3:36AM we HEAR a pi ano, Bach (sane as we heard in the
operating room.

House is alone at the grand piano in the big enpty apartnent.
Still in his clothes. Thoughtful. He's a good pl ayer.

He stops. Takes a pill. Then, with one finger, he PLUNKS
out the first nine notes of Happy Birthday.

Then, suddenly --
HOUSE - BY H S DOOR

Rummagi ng through his bag, |ooking hard for sonmething. As
he finds the copy of Luke's nedical journal --

( CONTI NUED)



46

a7

HOUSE - Ep5502 - BUFF - 8-5-04 56.
CONTI NUED: 46
HOUSE - AT H S DESK

Of an entry in the journal, he stands, hunts for a book,
yanks it fromthe shelf -- the MED CAL SOCI ETY OF NEW JERSEY - -

HOUSE - ON THE PHONE
Punches out a nunber froma listing in the book and --

HOUSE

(i nto phone)
Dr. Jeffrey Walters?... This is Geg
House, |'ma doctor over at... oh is
it? I'msorry, ny watch nust've
stopped... I'mcalling about a patient
you di agnosed about 18 nont hs ago,
woman nanmed Lucille Palnmero. | was
wondering if you did any tests for --

The CLICK, the guy's hung up --
JUMP CUT TO
HOUSE - ON ANOTHER CALL
Anot her name from Luke's book --
HOUSE ( CONT' D)
(English accent)
Oh, how terribly foolish of ne,
doctor, is it that late? I'mcalling
from London, you see, nust've gotten
my times mxed up --
CLI CK.  Anot her hang up.
W DER - H S APARTMENT

House grabs Luke's book and is gone. The door sl ans behind
hi m

I NT. HOUSE' S OFFI CE -- N GHT a7

House and the team called out of their sleep, and not real
happy about it.

FORENMAN
Drool i ng, spastic novenents, attention
| oss, rocking -- this woman has

classic schizophrenia --

( CONTI NUED)
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47 CONTI NUED: 47
HOUSE
| have a headache. That's ny only
synptom | go see three doctors:

(to Foreman)
The neurol ogi st says it's an aneurysm
(to Caneron)
The i nmunol ogi st says |'ve got hay
fever.
(to Chase)
The intensivist can't be bothered,
sends ne to a shrink who tells ne
| " m puni shing nyself because | want
to have sex with ny nomy.

FORENMAN
(poi nt ed)
-- maybe you're just not getting
enough sl eep --

HOUSE
Pi ck your specialist and you pick
your di sease.

Caneron yawns, she can't help it, she's half asleep.

CAMERON
This isn't about the DVI? O the --

HOUSE
(frustrated)
It was never about the DVT.

FOREMAN
Get over to Ponpeii, warn them about
t he vol cano.

HOUSE
If it's not schizophrenia, what el se
presents with psych synptons?

A beat. House is not going to get off this.

CAMERON
Por phyri a.

CHASE
Madness of King George.

CAMERON

Kur u. Beri-Beri .

( CONTI NUED)
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HOUSE
Lucy Pal mero |ikes cheeseburgers,
don't think she's been eating brains
i n sout heast Asi a.

CAMERON
The copper thing. Wuat's it called?
It's genetic, body accumul ates too
much copper.

CHASE
W1l son's Disease.
HOUSE
Very rare... Nvce. | likeit.
A beat .
FOREMAN
(edge)
If any of us did this, you'd fire
us.
HOUSE
Funny, | thought | encouraged you to
gquestion --
FOREMAN

-- you're not questioning. You're
hoping. You want it to be Wlson's.
G ve her a couple of drugs, boom
she' s okay.

House picks up Luke's book.

HOUSE
June 17. Appointnent with a Dr.
Kar n- -

CAMERON

--She didn't go; she didn't keep a
si ngl e shrink appoi ntnent he nmade
after --

HOUSE
-- No. Karn isn't a shrink; | | ooked
it up. He's an ophthal nol ogi st.
Wiy woul d she need her eyes checked?

CAMERON
(this is thin)
Wl son's presents with cataracts.
t hi nk.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: ( 3)
HOUSE
Yes, it does. It can al so cause the
slight cirrhosis Dr. Chase so eagerly

attributed to al cohol. Wy are we
still here?

OM TTED
I NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- NI GHT
BLACK

HOUSE (V. Q)
Lucy? Lucy?

It's her POV; she opens her eyes and sees House and the team
around her bed.

NCRIVAL SHOT
She' s groggy.

FORENMAN
Can you sit up for a second?

Lucy's eyes WDEN, she thinks she's dream ng

LUCY
No t hank you.

FORENMAN
Pl ease, sit up

They hel p her up.

HOUSE
| don't think you' re crazy.

LUCY
Nei t her do I.
(1 aughs)
But |'mcrazy.

( CONTI NUED)

a7

48
49



HOUSE - Ep5502 - CHERRY - 8-9-04 60.
CONTI NUED: 49

House nods to Chase, who puts Lucy's face into a SLIT LAW
(l'i ke at the ophthal nologist's's office.)

TIGHT - LUCY'S EYES - THRU SLIT LAWP (SPECI AL VI SUAL EFFECT)

As Foreman RACKS Focus to see the different depths of field
in her eyes, and suddenly -- clear, strong and very dramatic,
t he copper col ored Keyser-Fl eisher rings cone into view

FOREMAN
| guess we should start treating her
for WIsons.

HOUSE
That's what 1'd do.

Pl eased, he heads for the exit.
Dl SSOLVE TO
| NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM -- DAY ( MOS) 50

PANNI NG OFF the IV Pole as a Nurse starts penicillam ne and
potassiumsulfide to SEE Lucy in bed with full schizophrenic
synptons -- trenors, drooling, staring -- and then, as we
MOVE OFF her in a CIRCLE around the room we HEAR, in a clear
voi ce we've never heard before --

LUCY (V.0Q)

(1 ow)
"I wll talk no nore of books or the
| ong war/But wal k by the dry thorn
until | have found/ Sone beggar
sheltering fromthe w nd/and
t her e/ Manage the talk until her name
come round. |If there be rags enough
he will know her nanme/ And be well
pl eased renenbering it --

-- And cone right back to Lucy, (five days later) sitting up

in bed now, transfornmed -- present, bright-eyed, back to
normal . A person we've never seen.  asses on, reading
Yeats as --

LUCY ( CONT' D)
For in the old days/ Though she had
young nen's praise and old nen's
bl ame/ Anong t he poor both old and
young gave her prai se.

She puts down the book.
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| NT. LUCY'S HOSPI TAL ROOM - - LATER 51
The IV s are gone, Lucy's sitting up in bed. Ready to |eave
the hospital. As Chase enters -- *
CHASE
H, Ms. Palnero, you all set to go
home?
LUCY
Al nost .

She | ooks at her watch. Witing.

( CONTI NUED)
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CONTI NUED: 51

LUKE (O S.)
Mon®

WDER to REVEAL Luke, standing in the doorway. Chase watches
as Luke crosses the room and enbraces her.

She pulls back to take a good |long | ook at him

LUKE ( CONT' D)
(not sure what to
expect)
How are you?

LUCY
Alittle tired. But good. | feel
good now.

She hugs himagain. Holds himextrenely tightly --
LUCY ( CONT' D)

(very | ow)
| am so sorry.

LUKE
Mom
LUCY
It's okay.
LUKE
Mom
(she's squeezing his
neck)

You're hurting ne.

She rel eases him Tears on her face.

LUCY
Oh boy.
(beat)
You really need a haircut.

And for the first tinme in years, Luke is a child again, in
his nother's arns. As a Nurse cones into the roomwith a
wheel chair for checkout, Chase |eaves. Of Luke and his Mom-- *
| NT. HOSPI TAL HALLWAY - PATI ENT FLOOR -- DAY 52

Luke is pushing his noms wheelchair, waiting for the
el evator. The door opens, revealing House and W/ son.

LUCY
Dr. House.

( CONTI NUED)
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Lucy's glad to see him Luke isn't, he's about to pull his
Mom away, but --

LUCY ( CONT' D)
Luke, conme on, we're naking Dr. House
wai t .

HOUSE
It's okay. He can get another ride.

LUCY
Don't be silly. Luke.

It's been a long tine since he's heard his Momi s voice |ike
that. They get on. The doors cl ose.

| NT. ELEVATOR -- CONTI NUOUS 53
An awkwar d beat.

LUCY
| " m bei ng di schar ged.

HOUSE
| heard a runor.

LUCY
Thank God | had cancer, huh?

House sm | es, knows what she's getting at.
LUCY ( CONT' D)

It's terrible having everybody think
you're nuts.

HOUSE
(works for ne)
Real | y?
LUCY

| called to thank you, did you get
t he nmessage?

HOUSE
Yes.
(thinks, then)
You' re wel cone.

A beat. The car's noving. Lucy can't see House and Luke
behi nd her, but she can HEAR, and REACT to:

( CONTI NUED)
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53 CONTI NUED: 53
LUKE
(very | ow)
| " m never thanking you. You turned
me in.

Lucy looks a little worried. WIson wonders what's up too.

LUKE ( CONT' D)
| told you, we were doi ng okay, and
it was none of your --

HOUSE
-- | don't care how you were |iving.
| just wanted you out of ny life.

Lucy reacts, relieved that House is covering for her. House
gl ances to Wl son, then:

HOUSE ( CONT' D)

That's why | had Dr. Cuddy call Soci al
Servi ces.

DI NG The doors open.

LUCY
Luke. Cone on. Let's go.

54 | NT. HOSPI TAL LOBBY - MAIN FLOOR -- CONTI NUOUS 54

Luke pushes her out; House and WI son step out behind them
wat chi ng them cross the | obby, heading for the doors..

W LSON
You okay?

HOUSE
...You were right. It wasn't the
DVT. It was the schizophrenia.

W LSON
| know.

HOUSE
She's not nearly as interesting
anynore.

HOLD House, al one, and --
FADE TO BLACK

WLSON (V. Q)
Isn"t your birthday around now?

THE END
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