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HALLWAY _ DAY
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FOOTBALL CONTINUITY NOTE:

In Episode #L02 and the beginning of #I03, the upcoming
nnnnnent- the HASTINGS BRONCOS, has been changed to the SOUTH
v}/ t /vrrerr  v

ruf ieANx RATTLERS. This is the second game the Di l lon
Panthers play.

In Episode #I04 and #105, the upcomi-ng opponent,  the MILBANK
BULLDOGS, has been changed to the ARNETT MEAD CONSOLIDATED
(Arnett  Mead for short)  TIGERS. This is the third game the
Dil lon Panthers PlaY.

Go Panthers!



FR]DAY NIGHT LIGHTS

"EYes Wide OPen"

TEASER

CHYRON READS: Sunday

As we HEAR a GOSPEL CHOIR with CONGREGATION we see:

A SERIES OF SHOTS

1 --The DiI Ion High Footbal l  f ie ld.  Eer i ly  empty.  1

2 --A huge banner outside the hospital  reads, "Get wel l  soon, 2
Jason. "

3 --EXTERIORS OF VARIOUS CHURCHES. Some monied, some just 3
shacks with a cross --  al l  wi th ful- I  parkj-ng lots.

4 INT. BLACK BAPTIST CHURCH _ DAY 4

out of  their  seats.  Gospel .  Reachlng God. Feel inq i t .  In
the congregat ion FIND SMASH ftanked by his family:  his
Mother,  coRRINA (35) and two Sisters,  SHEILA and NOANNIE. He
is t ransported, his pj-erc ing voice reaching the raf ters.

CUI TO:

5 INT. WHITE BAPTIST CHURCH - DAY 5

REVEREND LOCKE addresses the congregatron.

REVEREND LOCKE
I have prayed with Mitchel l  and
Joanne Street.

ANGLE ON: MITCHELL and JOANNE STREET (Jason Street 's
parents),  hands f i rmly clasped, alnong the PACKED
CONGREGATION.

REVEREND LOCKE (CONT'D)
And as an entire communitY we have
come together in PraYer.

The Garr i ty family,  BUDDY, his wife PA!I ,  LITTLE BUDDY, TABBY'
and LYLA - l  who looks l ike she can crack at any t ime.

REVEREND LOCKE (CONT'D)
And hope. And fai th.

(  coNTTNUED )
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CONTINUED:

SARACEN, MRS. SARACEN. . .

REVEREND LOCKE (CONT'D)
And with these Prayers. This
f  ai- th.  This hope .

We reach COACH TAYLOR with TAMI and JULIE.

REVEREND LOCKE (CONT'D)
I  bel ieve Jason Street wi l l  once
again walk in on his own two feet
and join this congregat ion and
rejoice wi th us.

cI losE Now on coACH TAYLOR, his face betrays l i t t le.  Joins

the congregatron--

CONGREGATION
Amen.

SMASH CUT TO:

EXT. DESOLATE BACK ROAD _ DAY

A SHOTGUN FIRES. TIM RIGGINS hunts from the back of a pick-

up as BILLY dr ives, twelve-pack in evidence. These guys have
their  own way of PraYrng.

BILLY
I saw that tackle,  I i t t le brother.
I  saw him hi t  that  tur f .  TeII  You
what I  think. Forget about gettrng
on a footbal l  f ie ld.  He ain ' t  ever
gonna walk again. That 's what I
th ink.

This pains Riggins,  who won' t  respond. Instead, he takes aim
and blows the shi t  out of  a quai l .

CUT TO:

EXT. BLACK BAPTIST CHURCH - DAY

The Congregat ion f i l ing out.  Smash is shaking hands wj-th
DADS, high-f iv ing admir ing BOYS, I ike a local celebri ty.
SEVERAL CUtn Cfnf,S pass, f l i r t ing: "Great game Friday'
Smash."  "You were sooo on f i re out there."

SMASH
Alr ight ,  a l r ight ,  ladres.  Nrce
^. .^^+^v m.. ;  f  f
SWEaUC! t  fM.

(  coNTTNUED )
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7 CONTINUED:

A MAN'S VOICE
Nice game Fr iday,  Br ian.

Smash's attent ion is taken from the three qir ls to REVEREND
GRADY (50s) who has approached.

SMASH
Thank you, Reverend. f  just give
i t  aI I  I  got.  Try to dazzLe.

( back-pedal ing )
I f  the Lord sees f i t  to let  me
dazzle.

REVEREND GRADY
You know how to dazzLe real good,
Brian. You know how to be a star.
f 'm not sure that 's what the team
needs r ight now.

Smash looks at Reverend Gradyf unsure.

REVEREND GRADY (CONT'D)
?he team needs a leader,  Br ian.
Fai th ain ' t  s i t t ing in a pew, or
singing the qospel .  Fai th is
act ion. You gotta do something
now, son.

Reverend leaves Smash to chew on this.

CUT TO;

B EXT. WHITE BAPTIST CHURCH _ DAY

POST CHURCH. Saracen tosses a footbal l  around with eight-
year-old boys in Sunday clothes. people ta lk in c lusters,
snatches of di f ferent conversat ions. Tami and Tavlor talk to
Mr. and Ivlrs .  Street.

TAMI
ff  there's anything we can do at
al l .  Anything.

JOANNE STREET
Thank you so much, Tami.

TAYLOR
We're praying for him.

MITCHELL STREET
You know Jason. Nothing's gonna
oet the l ' rat- ter  of  h im.t  - "

(  coNTTNUED )
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8 CONTINUED:

Jul ie passes, Tami takes her aside--

TAMI
(under )

Sweetie,  go say something to LYla.
She must just  be dYing.

Jul ie looks over at LyIa who has about a thousand cheerleader
TYPES around her,  comfort ing her.

JULIE
What am I supposed to do, take a
number?

TAMI
( just  do i t )

Sweet ie?

ANGLE oN: DREW, a cute RaIIy Gir I ,  approaching Saracen.

DREW
Hey, Matt .

Shocked, Saracen takes his eye off  the footbal- I  and i t  beans
him. The Kids LAUGH, so does LANDRY, watching.. .

DREW (CONT',D)
That pass you made on FridaY night
was so amazing. MY heart  just
about jumped out of mY skin.

SARACEN
Oh. Thanks.

She walks away. Landry comes up to him.

LANDRY
Dude, th is is i t .  We are in.

Saracen looks over at Jul ie approaching Lyla.

LANDRY (CONT'D)
Forget her.  Later for  her.  We're
in Ral ly Gir I  Country now.

ON JULIE and LYLA --  these two are on two di f ferent planets.

(  coNTTNUED )
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8 CONTINUED |  (2)

JULIE
Hey, LyIa,  I ' I r t  real ly sorry. . .

LYLA
oh, sweet ie,  thank you.

Lyla gives Jul ie a big hug, which leads' to an awkward
si lence. Jul ie has to say somethingr so. . .

JULIE
If  you ever want to talk about i t
or anvthinq.

LYLA
(vou're l - ike three' l rundredth 

on my l ist)
Aren' t  you the sweetest?

oN CoAcH who now stands with Buddy. Neither of them take
their  eyes of f  Saracen throwing the bal l  to the 8-year-olds.

BUDDY
Best case scenar io Street 's gone
for a month. Probably gonna be
much longer 'n that .  We've gotta
have a plan. For Fr iday.  For
beyond that.

( Iooking at  Saracen)
That kid got what i t  takes, Coach?

TAYLOR
I guess we're gonna f ind out.

Not the answer Buddy was looking for.  Coach walks over to
Saracen.

TAYLOR (CONT',D)
Matt .

(Saracen turns to him)
We've got a Iot  of  work to do, son.

As Saracen steps out of  th is group of  chi ldren, into the
world of  men, w€r

SMASH TO:

MAIN TITLES

END OF TEASER



FNL "Eyes Wide Open" GREEN 1/28/06 6.

ACT ONE

CHYRON READS: MoNdaV

9-11 OMITTED 9-11

12 A SERIES OF SHOTS 12

--Of Di l lon as we HEAR the Greek chorus of local sporrs
commentators.

SAMMY MEADE (V.O. )
Wel- l ,  there's no si lver l in ing to
this one. This is just  a t ragic
blow to the season any way you
sl ice i t .

--Buddy and Pam Garr i- ty stand outside LyIa's bedroom door,
l is tening to her WEEP.

13 --Jason's ParenLs sj- t  in their  I iv ing room looking at  over a 13
dozen recrui tment let ters from major footbal-}  schools.

14 OMITTED 14

15 --Coach Taylor dr ives in his car,  I is tening to the radio.  15

SECOND COMMENTATOR (V.O. )
Jason Street is the Panthers.  The
team's been bui l t  around him. Now
you've got this kid,  this hundred
and sixty pound sophomore, Matt
Sorenson.

L6 --saracen r ides in the car next to Landrv.  1d

LANDRY
r |1horr  d i  r ln t  1-  otran nal-  \ rnr l r  t r,iaIne
r ight .

SECOND COMMENTATOR (V.O. )
I  just  don' t  th ink that  boy can
throw. You can' t  puI I  up any stats
on him. The kid 's qot no stats.

LANDRY
Tf rrnrr  ran' I  qnol  I  h ' i  q nrmo--*- --*..- you
r" :an' t  nrr ' l  ' l  h is stats.
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L7 ON Taylor r id ing in his car.

SECOND COMMENTATOR (V.O. )
Coach Taylor 's gonna have one tough
job ahead of  h im now. I  just  don' t
know how long he's going to Iast
wait ing for his star quarterback to
get back in the saddle.

18 BACK TO SARACEN

SAMMY MEADE (V.O. )
Let 's look at  th is th ing.  The kid
comes in with three minutes lef t  in
the fourth quarter.  With that k ind
of adrenal ine rush anyone can throw
one nice pass. I  th ink he just
closed his eyes and threw that
l .rr I ' l

OFF Saracen, wer

CUT TO:

19 INT. FIELD HOUSE - DAY

The team and coaches are assembled, Coach Taylor stands
before them. There is a surreal sense to this.  Loaded
si lence, then--

TAYLOR
We're st i l l  wai t ing to hear.

On Riggins,  Pained bY this.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
There's a special ist  that 's come in
from Houston. Doesn' t  make any
sense to make predict ions one way
or the other unt i l  we get the
off ic ia l  word.  Meant ime, I  want
you to make sure to keep writing
those let ters.  Making those
vis i ts.  I t 's  important.  ReaI
important.  As far as footbal l
goes, we have a galne Fr iday.
There's a lot  of  work to do. Lot
of  work.  I t 's  gonna be a tough
week.

On Saracen, feel ing everyone's eyes on him-

I ]

18

LY

(  coNTTNUED )
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19 CoNTINUED: L9

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
I am going to need complete focus
from every single one of you.

He takes a look around. Their  faces range from dazed to
devastated.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
We're gonna carry on. We're st i l l
a great team. We're st i l l  the
Di l lon Panthers.

The players look unconvinced. Not only are his words not
Ianding with the players,  he doesn' t  seem to t ru ly bel ieve
this himsel f .

CUT TO:

20 EXT. HERRMANN FIELD _ DAY

Arms pumping. Cleats tear ing up grass. Players shout ing out
nn\70r4 f ,oq

Offense works against  Defense --  seven on seven. Shorts,  T-
shir ts and hel-mets only.  A passing scr immage.

ON DOLIA (wide receiver)  - -  he cuts on the cornerback, arms
pumping, head fake, br i l l iant

TAYLOR
m^1-^ ,  ^*  l^^
l  qns crrr  u=sD.

Dol ia f inds space --  he's open!

ON SARACEN --  dancing nervously in the pocket,  looking over
the f ie ld --  a SCRAMBLE of players running in al l  d. i rect i -ons,
yel l ing to each other;  fast ,  intense and to young Matt
Saracen i t 's  fuckinq chaos.

MCGILL
TIME I

Everything stops. MAC MCGILL, 40s, of fensive coordinator,
shakes hj-s head, reads his stop watch. Coach Taylor charges
Saracen.

TAYLOR
Harre fo nl  aw faster -  Maf i .  -  Dol ia,  r rque.

was open on the break. Hit  him on
the break.

20

(  coNTTNUED )
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20 CONTINUED:

SARACEN
Sorry,  I  thought. . .

TAYLOR
Sorry doesn' t  cut  i t .  And don,t
th ink.  Throw the bal l /  son.

MCGTLL
4 seconds on a f ive-step drop, Matt
--  that ,s what you got.

okay. 
SARACEN

TAYLOR
Set i t  up --  let ,s do i t  again.
Pro r ight,  9utr ,  Xy Omaha.

MCGILL
Cal l-  i t ,  Matt  !

IN THE HUDDLE -- Saracen looks ratt led, eyes dart ing.

SARACEN
lL - l  

^€+.. .dr t  PLe IEIL. . .

TAYLOR
T said nro r in\ l !y!v r fYr

SARACEN
Drn r- i  n l - . { -v !  rYrr  u .

MCGTLL
Why're you whisper ing.  you got a
pair ,  don' t  ya.

TAYLOR
Let 's hear i t ,  Matt !

ZU

TEAM LTNED
the defense

Hut.

BaII  snapped.
noise.  Saracen
chaos.

UP ON
like

raI IT rFn.

THE BAIL -- Saracen i_n shotgrun. Looks over
he's f lashing on a reoccurr ing nightmare.

SARACEN
Hut.

The receivers run their  routes. Al_l  speed and
goes through his reads. Again --  total

(  coNTTNUED )
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20 CoNTINUED: (2) 20

Saracen f inds a receiver --  throws the bal l  --  i t  sai ls
incomplete and bounces out of bounds.

Saracen looks over '  catches Taylor wincing.

TEAM COMES OVER THE BAIL _-

SARACEN (CONT'D)
Hut.  Hut.

saracen takes the bal l  --  he looks over at his f i rst  read.
Again he scrambles --  hesi tates --  then FIRES! I t 's  going
r ight  for  Dol ia --

Unt i l  a Linebacker steps underneath and picks off  the bal l ,
intercept ion. The nightmare cont inues.

MCGILL
oh, for  God's sakes!

TAYLOR
What happened? !

SARACEN
r didn' t  see the l inebacker.

TAYLOR
You didn' t  see that big son of  a
bi tch standing r ight in front of
you !

He looks at the LINEBACKER -- this is a very'  very large
young man.

MCGILL
He's bigger than mY front door --

TAYLOR
South Mi lbank runs a f ive-three-
They're gonna drop l inebackers when
we set uP in the gun. Got i t !

SARACEN
Yes, s i r .  I  need to look at  the
coverage underneath.

TAYLOR
You need to look at the Y receiver
coming under the l inebacker.
Timing patterns,  Matt .  Hi t  'em on
the breaks. Plav faster.

(  coNTINUED )
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20 CoNTTNUED: (3) 20

SARACEN
Yaq cr r

TAYLOR
Do i t  again!

TEAM OVER THE BAI,L --

SARACEN
I { t t l -  IJrr f

The barl  i -s snapped --  Saracen tr ies to rook up before he
ggt",  the bal l -  and the bal l  sai ls throuqh his hlnds. The
rlneoacKers converge on the fumble.

More cursing and pain --  a WHISTLE stops playl

r1TIrF M. l .

2I EXT. HERRMANN F]ELD _ LATER

Pract ice over.  Heads are down. The team moves rnto the
Iocker room.

Taylor ca1ls saracen over.  This is a c lose, in the eyes
moment,  l ike a stabbinq.

TAYLOR
you need to work harder.  Know_thi-s_
offense. you need to know i t  in
your mind. you need to know i t  in
your body. I t  needs to be in your
DNA so your chi ldren wi l l  know i t .
You understand me, son?

Matt ,  a lmost voiceless.

27

SARACEN
Yes, s i r .

CUT TO:

22 TNT. HOSPITAL _ HA],LWAY _ DAY

Lyla marches with purpose in her cheerreadi-ng uniform, , ,Get
wel l  soon" balroons in one hand, a big foldei  banner in theother.  She is a force to be reckoned with.

23 TNT. HOSPTTAI, -  JASON'S ROOM - DAY

Lyla enters with a huge smire and upbeat energy that borders
on bizarre consider ing the c i rcumst lnces.

22

( cONTTNUED )

23
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CONTINUED:

Wide Open"

LYLA
There he is. . .

JASON smi les,  c lear ly the

JASON
H.y,  baby.

Big luscious kiss.  But no
a minute, hanging bal l -oons

LYLA

GREEN 1 /28/06

bright spot in his day.

. l -  imo fa I  inaor

rrnrarza' l  i  nn iho

12.
23

She moves a mi le
huge banner.

Have you ever heard of Nathan
Foreman?

JASON
Who?

Outside a YOUNG DOCTOR passes--

LYLA
Excuse me? you ever hear of  Nathan
Foreman?

\ra 
YOUNG DOCTOR

!IV.. .  
YOUNG DOC

LYLA
f  was on the internet last niqht
reading about this guy. Had i
terr ib le spinal  in jury.  He's nol t
p laying varsi ty basketbal l  at  U.C.
San Drecro.

( to Doctor)
f 'm surpr ised you never heard of
th is.  you ought to look i t  up.

YOUNG DOCTOR
I'm actual ly oncology. I  was just
passing down the ha1l .

LYLA
Oh. WeII ,  then, could you hold
this up for me whi le I  tape?

Harf benused, half  int imidated, the young Doctor enters and
holds up the huge "Get WelI  Soon, '  banner whi le Lvla tapes.

LYLA (CONT'D)
Isn' t  this amaz:-nq? The
Cheerleaders and Raf ly Gir ls jo ined
forces. That Anqie Peterman is

(MORE )

( coNTTNUED )
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23 CoNTTNUED: (2) 23

LYLA (CONT'D)
pract ical ly another Vincent Van
Gogh -- all the mountaj-ntops are
hers.  Look at  those mountaintops.

JASON
They're real-  n ice.

LYLA
Nathan Foreman. He missed one
season. And the NCAA voted to give
him an extra year of el ig ibi l i ty.

(steps back, Iooking at
banner )

Perfect .
( to Young Doctorr  1 lou're

cvnrr  c e4l  )

rhank;; ; -" ; 'much.

Young Doctor exi ts.  The banner hung, the barloons praced,
Lyra has a moment of Jason t ime. she goes r ight up to him.

LYLA (CONT'D)
Look at  me. Look at  me.

( the Gospel)
This is gonna be okay.

OFF Jason, who is he to argue?

CUT TO:

24 OMITTED 21

A25 INT. TAYLOR HOUSE - NIGHT A25

Jurie does homework. coach into game tapes. Tami comes r-n,
buttoning up a blouse, she,s dressed rp,  Iooks great.

TA}4I
This alr ight?

TAYLOR
Works for me.

JULIE
I 'm tel l ing you, you shouldn,t  go
to th is book club. Thev, l l_ turn
you into a pod.

TAIVIT
It 's  a one of f ,  sweet ie.  I  make an
appearance/ wow them with my
I i terary prowess, and I 'm oir . t  of
there.

(  coNTTNUED )
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A25 CONTINUED:

L4.
AZa

She kisses Jul- ie,  walks to Taylor.  They have a pr ivate,
almost int imate moment,  as she holds him.

TAMr (CONT'D)
You okay?

TAYLOR
Yeah.

TAM]
I  can' t  stop thinking about Jason
lying j -n the hospital  l ike that.

TAYLOR
He's gonna be okay.

OFF this t ight  hug, th is int imacy r  wer

CUT TO:

825 INT. BOOSTER HOUSE _ NIGHT 825

Book CIub night.  BOOSTER WIVES gossip in c lusters,  munch on
appetizers. Fj-nd, Tami with MARY ANNE GRANGER and MISSy
AUBREY.

MARY ANNE
We are thr i l - Ied to have vou in our
book club.

TA}4I
WelI ,  I ' rTr thr i l led to be here.  And
I Ioved the book.

Tami holds up a paperback, obviously the assigned reading.

MISSY AUBREY
Forget about that .  No one ever
reads the book. We're here to have
fun. cet  away from the boys.

Tami sees a woman, JUDITH, who smi les to her.  Tami smj_les
back, has no idea who she i -s.

MARY ANNE
So how's your husband feel ing about
the team?

TAMI
FIo f  oo' l  q cnnr l  Par ' l  aaaA

(  coNTTNUED )
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MARY ANNE
He should play my Robby D more.
I 'm tel l - ing you he could help now.

MTSSY AUBREY
Coach should be running more dives
than counters. Straight ahead.

MARY ANNE
You have any idea what his plans
are for Robby?

MISSY AUBREY
Smashmouth footbalI .  That 's what
I 'm talk ing about.  Three yards and
a cloud of  dust.

TAMI
I  wi l I  def in i te ly ment ion th is to--

MARY ANNE
This has nothing to do with the
fact  that  he's my boy.

TAMI
Right--

MARY ANNE
I'm thinkin '  about the team here.
That boy is ready to rumble. Robby
D. You tel l  ' im--

JUDITH
Hii i i i i i .

TAMI
(who are you? )

Hi i i i i i .

JUDITH
Can I  steal her for one second, we
have to catch up.

Judith pul ls Tami away.

JUDTTH (CONT'D)
Ask me, these women have spent so
much t ime gett ing their  hair  permed
that stuff  has leaked into their
brains.  You looked miserable,  so I
pul led you away. I  could be
project ing,  but I  doubt i t .  I

(MORE )

( coNTTNUED )
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JUDTTH (CONT'D)
always know a kindred spir i t .

TAMI
Who are you?

JUDITH
Sj- l ty me, Judi th Levine.

TAMI
Mrs.  Levine? Jul ie 's Engl ish
teacher?

JUDITH
She is a lovely gir l .

(handing her a glass of
soda )

Just  lovely.  Here,  I  brought th is
for you.

TA}iII
(as she sips)

Thanks. .  .
(near ly spi t t ing i t  out)

What 's in th is?

JUDITH
Diet coke and Jack. f t 's  got ten me
through many a book club meeting.

TAMI
I  don' t  usual ly dr ink dur ing the
week.

JUDITH
( fascinated)

why?

off  Tami,  wi th no good answer.

CUT TO:

INT. SANDWICH SHOP _ NIGHT

Packed with var ious enclaves --  Ral Iy Gir ls,  cheer leaders,
footbal l  p layers,  f reaks.  we catch pieces of  conversat ions.

Two CHEERLEADERS console a third CHEERLEADER who is crying.

CHEERLEADER 1
I can' t  bel ieve i t .  Just  three
days ago we were r ight here.
Li teral ly,  Jason Street was si t t ing
r iqht  there.

Iq lJ.

t r23
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*
*
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TYRA watches this from a booth. Turns to Riggins.

TYRA
Coul_d they be more annoying?

(to Cheer leader)
Hey. Hey. yeah, you. you don,t
even know Jason Street.  Stor>
crying. Okay, to,  I  ,  m serioi : .s ,
qfnn

(back to Riggins)
(MORE )

( coNTTNUED )
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TYRA (CONT'D)
So just how l iquored up are you
right now?

But Riggins'  at tent ion is on --

THE CENTER BOOTH

Where SMASH holds court  with three , ,Smashettes,,  and a couple
of other African-American PANTHERS.

( coNTTNUED )
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SMASH
.. .we can,t  s i t  around and crv
about i t .  Someone,s gotta take
control .  Someone's gonna have to
take charge of the si tuat ion at
hand, know what I 'm sayj-ng?

Riggins seethes.

INT. BOOSTER HOUSE - STATRCASE _ NTGHT

Judith and a t ipsy tami talk on the steps, a bott le of
in evidence.

TAMI
I  just  feel  l ike here's th is
seventeen-year-old boy. And his
I i fe qui te possibty has just  been
completeJ_y changed. Forever.  I
mean, his l - j_fe, you know? His
l i fe.  you know what I 'm saying?

JUD]TH
His I i fe.

TAMI
(you do understand)

Yes. And everyone,s saying how
upset they are about i t ,  but the
sad truth is that the thing they,re
most upset about is that he was
such a good footbal l  p layer.  I
mean/ is that real ly how to measure
someone's value? Their  worth? Bv
how good they throw a footbal l?

JUD]TH
It  is  rn Texas.

TAMI
f  just  feel  l ike I  have to do
something, you know? Like do
somethinq.

JUDITH
Wow. you,re more screwed up than I
4Lt.

OFF this r  w€,

GREEN

In,2 6

Jack *
J<

25 25

f{AZ6

rlllrTr lTrr\ .



FNL "Eves Wide Open" GREEN 7/28/06

AB26 INT. SANDWICH SHOP _ NIGHT

IN A CORNER

Drew, the cute Ral ly Gir l  f rom before is talk ing to a
dumbstruck Saracen whi le Landry watches, pi9 in shi t .

DREW
So I 'm yours.

SARACEN
Sorry?

DREW
WeII ,  now that you're f i rst-str ing
you get a f i rst-str ing Ral ly Gir I .
So, the way this usual ly works is
you teII  me what you l ike and I
provide i t .  What do you l ike,
Matt?

nh
SARACEN

DREW
I make a mean chocolate coconut
cake. f 'm tel l ing you i t  k icks
butt .

SARACEN
WeII ,  sure,  that  sounds.. .

DREW
I tel l  you what.  How about you try
i t? See what you think. And we go
from there.

SARACEN
That sounds great.

She walks away. Landry just  lets his eyes l j -nger on her.

l5A.

AB26

( coNTTNUED )
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A826 CONTINUED: Ap,26

LANDRY
Can we just pause for a moment to
ref lect on the impl icat ions of
th is ?

SARACEN
I can' t  think about gir ls r ight
now. I 've got a game on Friday.

LANDRY
Dude, why do you think people play
footbal l  to begin with i f  not for
Ral ly Gir ls? This is i t ,  baby.
We've gotta seize th is opportuni ty.
You're QB1. Me and you.

SARACEN
Me and you? What do you have to do
with i t? Besides. I t  doesn,t  feel
r i  r rhf  r^r i  J-h .Taqnn ' l  r r . i  nn . i  n*, .  a
hospj- ta l  bed and aI I .

LANDRY
ft  may not be r ight .  But i t ,s what
we've got.  Four,  f ive weeks he,s
back on the team, you're second
str ing again,  and the Rat ly Gir ls
pack up and move their tent down
the road. For whatever reason God
is shining his l ight  on us.  Don,t
blow i t .

A26 OMITTED

826 oN RrccrNS: watching as smash cont inues, bui ldi-ns to a
crescendo at the next booth.

SMASH
Think this team needs a leader?
Look no further.  f ,m gonna lead
this team. Take thj_s team r ight to
State. Everyone gets behind Smash,
we wi l l  not  miss a beat.

Rrggrns stands up.. .

RIGGINS
( under )

Jerk.  , .

r\z o

bzo

(  coNTTNUED )
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I7.
EZO

TYRA
What are you doing? Tim, don' t  get
us thrown out of here for the tenth
f  imo

But Riggins stalks over to Smash.

SMASH
What up Rigg?

RIGGINS
Get up.

SMASH
What?

RIGGINS
You're s i t t inq in Jason's booth.

SMASH
What are you talking about?

RIGGTNS
You heard what f  said.

SMASH
Why don' t  you go home and sleep
this one of f? Be readv at  pract ice
for a change.

Riggins starts to walk away. Then suddenly he swings around
and hur ls his glass soda bott le at  Smash. I t  misses his face
by inches and shatters behind him.

OF'F THIS, W€,

END OF ACT ONE
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ACT TWO

CHYRON READS: Tuesday

26 INT. TAYLOR HOUSE _ DAY

coach is checking out the air  condi- t ioning unit .  Tami
the phone. Jul ie eats cereal .  I t ,s hot.

TAMI
( into phone)

va^ .,i | ..i 
^res,  r r  . l_s a very good cause.

( t ru ly,  f 'd rather die)
Yes, I  woul_d love to be part  of  i t .
Oh, yeah I  could br ing something,
sure.  Rice Kr ispie t reats?

She covers the phone and gives Taylor a look l ike she,s
hel l .  He smi les.  And i t  just  gets worse:

TAMI (CONT'D)
( j-nto phone )

I  guess.. .  Wel l ,  I  don' t  know, I
personal ly l ike them with the M&Ms.
Yeah, f  suppose a mj_x would be
smart.  That many? Sure, I  guess I
coul_d do that.  f  look forward to
seel-ng you, too.

She hangs up.

TAyrr (  coNT'D )
I  have to make 200 Rice Krispie
treats by Saturday.

Taylor LAUGHS. She doesn,t  appreciate i t .

TAIUI (CONT'D )
f  swear to God, I  walked out of
that Book CIub last night and
somehow f had joined about a dozen
commit tees.

JULIE
Told you. I t ,s a s l ippery s lope.

TAMI
How's that  A.C.?

TAYLOR
It 's def in i te ly broke. Better caI I
the guy. Gotta go.

26

l_s on

IN

(  coNTTNUED )
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26 CONTfNUED: 26

He kisses Jul ie,  then Tami. She gives hirn a squeeze of
q:rnnarJ-

TAMI
Enjoy your lunch with the boosters
today. Fun.

TAYLOR
They,re just  t ry ing to help.

JULIE
Mantacs.

TAMI
(at the door,  between the
two of them)

Lrsten, I  was thinking of looking
far  a inh

(of f  h is look)
That was the plan, r ight? Once we
got set t led in?

TAYLOR
Now?

TAMT
This whole th ing has just  made me
real ize how fragi le l i fe can be. I
just  feel  l ike I  have to do
qnmofh i  nn

TAYLOR
You mean, in addit ion to the Rice
Kri  sni  e t reats?

TAMT
I 'm just  gonna put some feelers
out.

TAYLOR
Great.

Not exact ly the rah-rah she was looking for,  but enough to
nrnnood

CUT TO:

2] INT. APPLEBEE'S -  DAY * 27

Buddy, in power posit ion at the head of the tabre, studies
Taylor,  as Mayor Rodel-r ,  and a group of BoosrERS, including

( coNTTNUED )
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REG, 40s, good ole,  boy,  s i t  around a
helpful  suggest ions.
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Booster l -unch making

27
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21 CoNTINUED: (2) 21

MAYOR RODELL
Those boys are gonna have a
weakness against the run. You give
that bal l  to Smash and let  him do
his th inq.

REG
Don't  let  Saracen throw that bal l .

MAYOR RODELL
We don' t  want to see him bean
an)rmore of our boys in the helmet.

LAUGHTER.

REG
That l - rnrz nanncr i -  r lo the - ioh.  YOUJ""

can' t  expect miracles to happen
every t ime he closes his eyes and
throws the bal l .

MAYOR RODELL
Coach, he wiI I  lose us bal l  games.

BUDDY
A' l  r i  oht  -  I  et- 's  hold of  f  on the
words of wisdom and let  Coach
Taylor here eat hrs r ib lets.  He
knows what to do this Friday. And
he knows as well as anyone we need
"W"s. That 's how Coaches keep
their  jobs.

Taylor smiles at Buddy, clear ly he's the guy pul l ing the
str ings around here.

TAYLOR
T'm cronna kepn al  I  th i  s i  n mind.
Thank you. And thanks for the
lunch. Real  tasty.

OFF Taylor,  noddi-ng and smi- l ing, w€,

CUT TO:

28 EXT. HERR.I4ANN FIELD - DAY

A FOOTBAIL SAILS THROUGH THE AIR. Saracen has just thrown a
Iong pass. This pract ice is fuI I  uni forms and pads. Dol ia
gets pummeled wait ing for the pass. Smash throws his hands
in the air  in frustrat ion.

z6

(  coNTTNUED )
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28 CONTINUED: 28

McGil I  comes up to TaYIor.

MCG]LL
Don't  you think we oughta start
focusing on our ground game? We
give this kid too much to thlnk
about he's gonna blow uP in front
of  our eyes. Big t ine.

Coach TayJ-or turns to Mac, smiles, not appreciat ing the
input.

TAYLOR
Thanks, Coach. I ' I1 run the
pract ice.

Mac exchanges a look with Buddy -- who watches from the empty
stands. Taylor c locks th is.

IN THE STANDS

DEEKS (Taylor 's scout from the pi lot)  approaches Buddy.

DEEKS
Wanted to ta lk to me, Mr.  Garr i tY?

BUDDY
How are you, Deeks? That hiP dorn'
alr iqht?

DEEKS
Can't  get  through a metal  detector.
Other than that,  no comPlaints.

BUDDY
So, there's a quarterback out of
Louis j -ana. DisPlaced. Katr ina.
He's out here now --  Rav Tatom.

DEEKS
Voodoo Tatom?

BUDDY
Know him?

DEEKS
Know of him. Heard he's goin '  over
to Arnett  Mead.

BUDDY
Might be. Might not be. He's
gonna be in ltlarlsboro ThursdaY

(MORE )

( coNTTNUED )
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28 CoNTINUED: (2) 28
BUDDY (CONT'D)

afternoon. At the old f ie ld.
About two o'cfock. Thought You and
I could take a dr ive.  See i f  he
' l  i  116^ rrn #n f  l ra l r rznaIIVEp uP uv urrs rrJ} /s.

DEEKS
Sure.

BUDDY
Let 's just  keep this between You
and me riqht now.

Deeks'  eyes move to Taylor,  then back to Buddy.

DEEKS
Yes, s l - r .

ON THE FIELD

Smash runs with a bal l  and is tackled. He gets up, mad.

SMASH
I seen my granddaddy make better
blocks playing checkers.

RIGGINS
Yeah, and i f  you could move as fast
as you can tal-k --  we'd score on
every play.

Smash squares of f  wi th Riggins.  Nose to nose. Close to
blows. The whole team watches, as does Buddy.

SMASH
You got something to say to me.

RIGGINS
You need to come off my bl-ocks
faster l  Stop f lapping your l ips
and play with your legs instead of
your mouthl

SMASH

And you need to stop blaming
everybody else when you screw up!

Taylor runs over.

TAYLOR
Heyl HEYI What the hel- l  is wrong
with you two? Keep that crap off
the f ie ld.  You understand? Do-vou-
understand?

(coNTTNUED )



FNL "Eyes Wide open" GREEN 7/28/06 23.
28 CONTINUED: (3 )

Smash and Riggins nod.

Taylor looks over to Saracen, slumped over,  not exuding much
conf idence. The team is fal l ing apart  around him.

Coach's eyes glance subt ly to the stands where Buddy, his back
to Taylor,  is walking away. No good-bye hug? No I  love you?

CUT TO:

29 EXT. CHEERLEADING PRACTICE FTELD _ DAY

Cheerleading pract icel  Crazy high energy.  Skir ts f low. You
would never know the team's troubles from this picture.
Lyla 's r ight  there.  Therapy by way of  leg k icks.  She sees
Riggins,  drenched in sweat,  comi-ng of f  the f ie ld.

ANGLE ON: Riggins hear ing. . .

LYLA
Tim? Tim!

He turns and stops. They look at  each other,  the f i rst  t rme
since the accident.  Seeing him, she's a bi t  overcome. Hugs
him. He is awkward with the physical i ty.

LYLA (CONT'D)
I {ar .z : ro \ lnrr  r lo i  no r^r ' i  th a ' l  I  th iS?

r(r\J\'t-_t-\D

Yeah.. .  You know.. .

LYLA
I know you're not exact ly a
chatterbox when i t  comes to your
feel ings,  but I 'm here. . .

RIGGINS
(shutt ing rrght on down)

Yeah, cool .

Yet,  he's s l ight ly less host i le than usual ,  the discerning
orze mioht qonqa a qnft  cnaf

LYLA
Jason's been asking about you.

RTGGTNS
(a lot  more uncomfortable)

Yeah. How's. . .?

28

29
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LYLA
He's good. He's real  good.

( then )
He's st i l l  Jason.

Yeah 
GGrNS

LYLA
Hey, I  was going to go over there
Iater.  Around ei-ght? Visi t ing
hours are over at s ix,  but f 've got
the place wired. Wanna come with?

Riggins can' t  meet her eyes.

LYLA (CONT'D)
You wait  too long, he might just
start  taking i t  personal .

Riggins looks at  her.  Her eyes --  beaut i fu l ,  vulnerable,
verging on tears. How could he say anything but--

RIGGINS
See you at  e ight.

She smi les.

CUT TO:

30 TNT. DILLON HIGH - HA],LWAY _ DAY

Saracen walks down the hal lway and is drawn to the sound of
HIP-HOP MUSIC. He walks toward the door.

]N A DANCE REHEARSAL ROOM

A student hip-hop/fazz dance ensemble rehearses. The DANCE
TEACHER barks out INSTRUCTIONS as Saracen's gaze focuses on
JULIE dancing. I t 's  the sexj-est  th ing he's ever seen. Then
she l -ooks up. Does she not ice him? He ducks the hel l  out  of
+L ^-^

31 EXT. HOSPTTA], _ NIGHT

Lyla waits outside the hospital  in front of  a big l ighted
sj-gn that says "Emergency".  No Riggins.  She checks her
watch one more t ime. Turns and heads into the hospital .

30

31
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32 EXT. COUNTRY ROAD _ NIGHT

A pick-up truck bombs down a country road. Raw HARD RocK
b]ares.

33 INT. RIGG]NS' TRUCK _ NIGHT

Riggins dr ives. Tyra beslde him. She lowers the music.  He
turns up the vorume, even louder.  she shakes her head, tr j -es
once again to lower the mus j-c.

RIGG]NS
Not real ly in the mood to ta1k.

TYRA
fs that r ight?

A beat,  then she speaks the taboo subject .

TYRA (CONT'D)
Look, i t 's  not  l ike he died.

RTGGINS
Yeah, f  know that.

TYRA
Worse case scenar io he's paralyzed.
So what.

RIGGINS
So what?

TYRA
Yeah, l ike most people aren,t
walking around paralyzed in their
own way? Thj-s whole world is
screwed up.

RIGGINS
You don't  make sense half  the t ime

#lrr*  6611f l r  af  rznrrr ,yuu (JIJeI I  LI lc lL . , . -*-  
-*-S, 

yOU
know that?

TYRA
Bv the wav- i t 's  hot .- l

RIGGINS
What?

TYRA
Quads. They're hot.

32

33
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RTGGTNS
What the hel l  are you talk ing
about?

TYRA
ft 's not just  me. Lot of  g i r ls  are
way into it. Something about that
wheelchair ,  taking care of your
man, know what I 'm saying? He,I I
get more tai l  than a Texas footbal l
pJ-ayer.

Riggins screeches to a stop, nearly running into a road sign.

RIGGINS
Get out!

TYRA
Yeah, r ight .  I '  m gett ing out.
We're in the middle of  nowhere.

He snaps. Opens the door with one hand whi le he tr ies to
push her out with the other.  But she f ights back. The more
she f ights,  the more he keeps coming. r t 's  somewhere between
funny and ugly.  Final ly,  he succeeds in pushing her out of
the truck. She lands hard.

TYRA (CONT',D)
Creep !

He is about to purl  away when a Sheri f f 's cruiser approaches.
I t  pul ls to a stop r ight  in f ront  of  the t ruck,s gr i l l .

RIGGINS
Damn.

Two SHERIFF'S DEPUTIES set out of  the car.

DEPUTY
Put your damn hands up, boyl

Riggins does. Deputy 2 shines a l ight in the truck, sees the
empty beer bott les.  Tyra has r isen now, she,s got a big
scrape on her elbow and another on her knee.

DEPUTY (CONT'D)
You doin '  a l r ight ,  ma,am?

TYRA
How the hel l  does i t  look l ike f ,m
doin '  ?

( coNTTNUED )
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33 CoNTINUED: (2) 33

DEPUTY 2
That Tim Riggins?

The other Deputy turns and sees who i t  is .  Suddenly,  there's
a complete reversal.

DEPUTY
Let 's get you home. You gotta rest
up. Big game Friday.

Riggins gets in the back of the cruiser.  The other Deputy
gets into hj-s truck. The Deputy looks out to Tyra.

DEPUTY (CONT'D)
(almost an afterthought)

Need a r ide home?

TYRA
Sure. And I  don' t  want to be a
hnihor hrr f  anrr  nhanao nf  gett ing

;;;;";i';;:"il' xil*""t z - - 
,

OFF this,  we,

CUT TO:

34 INT. HOSPITAL _ JASON'S ROOM - NIGHT

Jason l ies in bed. He summons al l  of  his energy to try to
I i f t  a penci l .  He's not able to do i t .  Senses someone.
Looks up. Coach Taylor.  I t 's  an intense moment.  Nei ther of
them are sure what to sav.

JASON
Hey Coach.

TAYLOR
How ya'  feel ing?

Coach real izes what a stupid thing this is to say as i t  comes
out of his mouth.

JASON
\ ln l -  roa' l  I  rz f  aol  i  nc mtrah nf

-nrr |h i  
naqIIJ urMIY.

TAYLOR
n.-*L - , .^^+ i  ^-  can I  s i t?.L/UIIU 9uED LIVII  .

JASON
Va< ct  r
f  vv ,

34
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34 CONTINUED: 
34

Taylor pul ls up a chair  and si ts next to him. There's a long

U"i t ,  t i ren tayior takes out a footbal l  f rom his bag. I t 's

been signed bY al l  the PlaYers '

TAYLOR
I didn' t  know what to br ing'

Jason examines i t . . .

JASON
HeY, Iook, Riggins learned to wri te
his name.

Taylor smiles. Admires Jason, who is able to f ind humor

st i l - I .

TAYLOR
I know You don't  need anYone to saY
this,  but  we're holding Your sPot
for You. A week, a month'  a Year '
Whatever i t  takes.

JASON
Thanks, Coach.

TAYLOR
You're. . .  You're a good man'
You're what makes guYs l ike me want
to coach.

Jason smi les,  appreciates th is.  There's a beat,  then" '

JASON
How's Saracen doing?

TAYLOR
Not bad. I t ' l I  take t ime'

JASON
Yeah.

( then)
I  alwaYs l iked him. He's not l i -ke
me. I  l ike having a road maP'
He's creat ive- He draws'

TAYLOR
Draws?

JASON
Pictures.  L ike art .  L istens to
aII  that  Bob DYlan. He sees things
di f ferent.

(coNTTNUED )
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34 CoNTINUED: (2) 34

TAYLOR
Right.

JASON
He' l l  make things happen i f  he,s
freed up out there.

Tayror looks at Jason. Even from his hospital  bed he's
helping the team. There's a beat,  then__

JASON (CONT'D)
Sorry for let t j_ng you down, Coach.

Taylor shakes his head, but can,t  even f ind the word.s.  Af ter
a moment '  he slmpry reaches out and rests his hand on top of
Jason's.  They si t  there.  OFF THIS.. .

END OF ACT TWO
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ACT THREE

CHYRON READS: Wednesday

OMTTTED

EXT. SARACEN HOUSE _ DAY

Landry pumps Saracen with helpful information
towards Landry,s car.

1/28/06

as they head

30.

35

36

35

36

LANDRY
They keep comparing you to Jason
Street.  f t ,  s l ike compari_ng my
musi-c to the Red Hot Chi l i  iepper".
f 'm not the Red Hot Chi l i  peppers.
f 'm my own thing. f t ,s not better
or worse. I t ,s di f ferent.

SARACEN
You're a whole lot  worse than the
Red Hot Chi t i  peppers.

LANDRY
The point is you gotta work tne
media.  I t 's  part  of  your job.  Let
them know who Matt  Saracen i_s.
Bitches can' t  even get your name
right.

SARACEN
Who is Matt  Saracen?

LANDRY
I' l l  te l l  you who he is.  He,s eB1
is who he is.  When they ro11 that
camgla on you just start  spewing
a#rrf€ ar '+ h^^DLurr LruL. uoesnrt  matter what.
Be out there. The weirder the
better.  You gotta develop a
myst ique. This is i t ,  mai, .  We,re
goin '  a l l  the way. We,re goin,  to
Sf: ia

SARACEN
"We" ?

LANDRY
Fix your hair .  What did you do,
soak i t  in bacon grease? -you 

look
rrdiculous.

(  coNTTNUED )
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saracen spits up hig hands and works on a reberr ious 10ck ofnar-r. As they get j_nto ttre cir and drj_v; ;;;, w€,

PRELAP:

Jb

(  coNTTNUED )
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36 CoNTINUED: (2) 36

SARACEN'S VOICE
Not everyone's gonna be the Red Hot
chi l i  Penner:s.

CUT TO:

31 OMITTED 37

38 EXT. HERRMANN FIELD _ DAY 38

Saracen si ts on a stool  before the PRESS. He's vamping.
He's takinq a nose dive.

SARACEN
I mean, Jason Street 's a great guy.
Everyone knows what he's about.
He's the Red Hot Chi l i  Peppers.
Varr crot ta lnrre 1-he orrw- Rrf t  me?
I 'm not l ike that .

INTERVIEWER
I ]nr . r  aro tznrr  f  oo' l  i  na =harr l -  iL^suw als Jvu rEvrrrry qvvuL ul IE yai lE

th is Fr iday?

COACH TAYLOR is now in the chair.

TAYLOR
Feel ing good. Feel ing real  good.

INTERVIEWER
With Jason Street in jured, are you

-^n-erned whether vou' l I  be around
the whole season?

TAYLOR
No, s i r .  Absolutely not.

INTERVIEWER
There's been a lot  of  ta lk about
how close you and Jason are.  How's
he doinq?

ON RIGGINS

HoId on. Uncomfortably Iong beat.  He says nothing.

TNTERVIEWER (CONT'D)
f f  Jason Street is the Red Hot
Chi l i  Peppers.  Who are you?

(  coNTTNUED )
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38 J6

SARACEN
Exact ly.  Who am I? Who am I?

He nervously rubs his errant hair .

INTERV]EWER
So is there a game plan?

NOW IT'S SMASH

SMASH
Game plan. yeah, there,s a game
plan. God has a game pian. f f  you
think I 'm doing this on my own/ you
better th ink again.  f ,m not making
the plan. But I ,m sure gonna run
with i t .

TNTERVTEV!'ER
Can you elaborate on the plan a
l i t t Ie ?

SMASH
Can f  elaborate? Come down Friday
night.  I , I I  be doing some
elaborat ing on Friday.

The Press LAUGH, total ly with him. I t  spurs him on.

SMASH (CONT'D)
What happened to Jason is tragedy.
And we al- I  want him back. But he,d
be the f i rst  guy to tel l  you we
can.t  just  wai t  around.

Riggins l istens from the sider ines with a few other players.

SMASH (CONT'D)
Maybe that,s what God wanted.

Riggins takes a few steps closer--

SMASH (CONT'D)
Maybe there,s a reason for th is.
Know what I ,m saying? Maybe f  was
meant to step up and l_ead this
ream.

Riggins looks at  smash, what he's saying is unconscionable to
him.

( coNTTNUED )
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Taylor gets r ight up on

GREEN
3B

SMASH (CONT'D)
And i f  God wants me to come in,
pick up where Street lef t  of f ,  I
say br ing i t  on.

smash turns because in his peripherar vis ion a train i_s
comlng toward hj_m in the f  orm of 

-Tim 
Riggins. Tim jumps

smash and they fal l  over backwards and siart  f  iohr. i  . -  -  r t - ,
ugty.  v iscer l r . ,c lothes pul l ing.  e.r i -k i"Li i ! "" ' "v '  

r - t 's
scratching. And i t 's  r ighl  in f iont  of  the cameras.

coAcH TAYLOR, being interviewed twenty yards down fierd, hasto run ful l  speed. Taylor has to pusir  aside a cameraman toget to them.

39

TAYLOR
Stop! Damnlt t  What is wronq with
youl?

Taylor,  along with the help of several  assi-stants and acouple of  prayers,  has broken i t  up.  He is breathing hard.Turns to the carneras. This is jus! humil iat incr.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
Turn those of f .

One Camera Operator keeps rol l rng.
him.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
Turn i t  of f .

The Camera Operator f inal ly relents

rAIT.n r l l^ .

A MAN IN HTS FIFTIES

Deep Texas accent,  Iooking r ight  at  us/  very ser ious.

BRECKER
What about Saracen, he gonna pick
up the slack? What,s Coach sly?

He's 
- tark ing 

to Tami,  who i -s dressed for a job interview.
The door reads: pRrNCrpAr, BRECKER, we real ize we are in:

THE PRINCIPAI, 'S OFFICE

TA}{I
He thinks very highly of  Matt

39

(  CONTTNUED )
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39 CONTINUED: 39

BRECKER
You don't  have to gi-ve me the
company l ine. Shoot,  I  am the
company. This team goes into a
J-ai ' l  .cnin- T hear about j - t  f rom one
and al l .  He's gotta keep that bal l
out  of  the air .  I  don' t  wanna be
sit t ing in the stands watching the
kid throw intercept ions. Nothj-ng
brings down school morale l ike
intercept ions.

Tami smiles at him.

TAMI
Maybe we should talk about the
guidance counselor posi t ion.

CUT TO:

A4O EXT. EII{PTY FOOTBAIL FIELD - DAY A4O

Buddy and Deeks watch as RAY VOODOO TATOM, 6'3",  Afr ican
American, sends beaut i fu l ,  poet ic spirals out to the heavens.
A series of cones are Iaid out in var ious parts of the f ie ld.
He f i res one footbal l  af ter the other at di f ferent cones.
Doesn' t  miss bv much.

Next to Buddy stands a MAN and a WOMAN in their early
f i f t ies,  presumably Ray's parents,  and another Man, VIC, in
his for t ies,  wear ing a sui t  and standing stoical ly by the
parents.  Is he an agent,  a lawyer,  a spir i tual  l -eader?
After a bunch of throws, Voodoo turns to Buddy and Deeks.
Voodoo knows he's good.

VOODOO
Seen enough?

BUDDY
That ' l I  do.

CUT TO:

40 EXT. SANDWTCH SHOP _ DAY

Tyra walks out,  a vis ion to behold. Smash is wal-king in.
I t 's  immediately dangerous.

SMASH
Yorrr  howf r i  encl  '  s  a rea I  n i  ece of
work.

40

( coNTTNUED )
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40 CONTINUED: 40

TYRA
At the moment I  wouldn' t  cal l -  him
my boyfr j -end.

Smash looks at her,  was that an invi tat ion? I t 's certainly
enough for him. PRELAP: Driv ing HIP HoP and we,

SMASH CUT TO:

4I EXT./ INT. WILLIAMS HOUSE - DAY 4T

Hip hop FILTERS out f rom inside. Corr ina,  in a nurse's *

uniform and holding groceries, leads the way in front of  her
two Daughters. This lady is strong, wise, quick with a
comeback and sees throuqh bul lshi t  l ike no one else.

Shei la (18) has her mother 's smarts,  but  is  ta l l  and
ath1et ic.  Noannie (15 )  goes to Di l lon High so she can . inform
the rest  of  the female Wi l l iams about al l  of  Smash's
bul lshi t .  They approach tal-k ing and they don't  stop talk ing.
By the way --  ever.

CORRINA
Noannie, why are you empty handed
gir l .  Go back and get some bags.
You know f 'm not supposed to put
stress on my back.

NOANNIE
Why me?

CORRINA
Scr vrr l t ' re not:rnrrnd tn crc l ;  lhgev _) 'vu

haclr  nf  617 f  
-n. l  

i  
-  ' . 'h"lqvn vr r l r j  r ldI IU aD wlry.

NOANNIE
Brian never has to do anythrng.

As she nears the door,  the hip hop musj-c gets louder--

CORRINA
Brian turn that  junk down. That is
not music.  That is the work of  the
devi l  is  what that  is  - -  Lord have
mornrz I

Because she has just opened the door to discover Smash and
Tyra going at  i t .  Shir ts open --  deep in foreplay.  Tyra
jumps of f  the sofa,  starts buttoning up.

( coNTTNUED )
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4L CONT]NUED:

TYRA
You must be Mrs. Wi] l i -ans.

CORRINA
Yes, I  am.

(to Smash)
Shacking up with white tarts after
\ /^rr  crct  infn f i r rhts in f rn4l  of  the

cameras? You real ly took the
Reverend's advice,  d idn' t  you
Brian? He' I l  be real  proud.

( to Tyra)
You're coming with me.

42 EXT. WILLIAMS HOUSE _ DAY

Corr ina and Tyra walk toward Corr ina's car.  Tyra has met her
match here.

CORRINA
This to get back at Tlm Riggins?

TYRA
What are you a shrink?

CORRINA
I 'd be nice.  I  work at  Planned
Parenthood. You probably haven't
seen the fast  of  me.

TYRA
I know to use protect ion.  I 'm not
some piece of  t rash.

CORRINA
Oh, lor  you're a c lass act  a l l  the
way.

Tyra looks at her,  wondering i f  the warm fuzzy part  of
Corr ina's speech might be coming.

coRRrNA (CONT'D)
I think you're safe to walk from
here.

Tyra wonders i f  she's k idding. She isn' t .  Corr ina just
turns and starts walking back towards the house, then turns
back with one f inal  thouqht.

A1

' I

42

(  coNTTNUED )
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42 CONTfNUED: 42

coRRrNA (CONT',D)
By the way. In case I  d idn' t  make
it  c lear.  Stay away from my boy.

Corr ina cont inues towards the house, Tyra shouts out af ter
her:

TYRA
f was thinking i t  was a one t ime
thing, blow of f  a l l t t le steam.
But after our l i t t le conversat ion,
T m-i  ahf  i t rqf  m:rrrz h i  m

CUT TO:

A43 AN MRI IMAGE A43

Of a human spine. REVERSE on DR. KROLL, looking at i t .  His
eyes close, dreading the news he must now del iver.

DOCTOR KROLL (V.O. )
The MRf shows damage to the cord at
11 m1

43 INT. HOSPTTA], _ JASON'S ROOM _ NIGHT

Jason lays st i l l  in bed, in the halo brace. Bedside --  h is
Parents and Dr.  KroI I .

DR. KROLL
It  could be much worse. You are
fortunate in that  the f racture was
high enough so that you wiI I  st l l t
be able to use vour arms and hands.

JASON
What about my legs?

JOANNE STREET
We just  need to keep praying and
once you start  physical  therapy.. .

JASON
Iaonl  l rz arr f f  ina hor nf f  \vrr  /

Ma

( to KroI I ,  sel f  assured)
Doctor KroI I ,  I  need to know i f  I 'm
going to walk again.  Please. I
can handle i t .  Just  te l l  me the
truth.

4J

(  coNTTNUED )
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43 CONTINUED:

OFF this quest i-on r  we,

CUT TO:

44 INT. APPLEBEE'S -  NIGHT

Tami si ts alone at a deuce. The restaurant is packed --  she
sees Mary Anne and her fami ly,  the Grangers. . .  who wave.
There's no gett ing away from i t .  Taylor enters, hurrying in.

TAYLOR
Sorry,  babe.. .

They kiss.  The two can st i l l  k iss.

TAMI
No problem at aI I ,  I  got three
dates l ined up. Two busboys and a
hocr farmer orr f  of  Rio Tinto.

TAYLOR
Hog farmer.  I 'm shaking in my
boots.  No Jul ie?

TAMI
Dance rehearsal .  f  to ld you ten
t imes. So which do you want f i rst
--  the good news or the bad news?

TAYLOR
Good. Always.

TAMI
I ' I l  s tar t  wi th the bad. The A.C.
j -s a goner.  We need a whole new
system. Three grand minlmum.

TAYLOR
What 's the good news? Cold f ront
nnmi nn i  n?

TAMI
The good news is f 'm gonna help buy
you your new uni t .  I  th ink I  got  a
job.

TAYLOR
A job? That fast .  Congratulat ions.

TAMI
Th ank rznrr

43

AA

(  CONTTNUED )
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44 CONTINUED: 44

TAYLOR
See, and you always said there were
no psych jobs in Di l lon.

TAI,II
WeIl ,  I  found one. At the school
actual Iy.

There's a beat,  then, wi th a f rozen smi le--

TAYLOR
Which school is that?

TAMT
The high school .

TAYLOR
My high school?

TAYIT
T didn' t  real ize you bought i t .
T,m fho h6t^ '  ^ l i idanCe COUnSelOf .

TAYLOR
New guidance counselor?

TAI{I
TTh-^h rrnrr  r  ra 

-cnpat 
incr ma .  That,  St  J 

vu

na\/ar :  nnnr l  q j- - rgn.

TAYLOR
I just  don' t  know, Tami.  I  just
don' t  know.

TAl.lI
Wel1,  I  took the job.

TAYLOR
Oh. You took i t .  That 's not. . .
thanks for the consultat ion.

TAMI
Er:-c--

TAYLOR
Guidance counselors can be a real
nuisance. f  mean, there's
interact ion.  f t 's  not  l ike we
won' t  have interact ion.

(  coNTTNUED )
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44 CoNTINUED: (2) 44

TAMI
I actually thought that would be a
good thing. SrI Iy me.

Taylor 's cel lphone RINGS, he picks i t  up.

TAYLOR
(into cel lphone)

Hel lo? --  Yeah, i t 's  me.. .
(covers phone, to Tami)

The hospi ta l .
( into phone)

What 's goin '  on. . .

Taylor l is tens, his mood darkeninq.

TAYLOR (CONT',D)
I  see, I  see.. .  C7-T1. Yeah, I
understand.. .  I  see. Yeah, thanks
for cal l - ing so late.  - -  You get
<amo glggp, huh?

Taylor hangs up. And Taylor tr ies to not Iet  his emotions
take over.  Tami- looks at hi-m, she just knows. On Tami,
reaching out to comfort  him, we,

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT THREE
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ACT FOUR

CHYRON READS: Thursdav

INT. FIELD HOUSE _ FILM ROOM - DAY

The team si ts.  The assistant coaches are al l  there.  Coach
Taylor enters. Looks at them si lent ly.  Then, the hardest
thing he's ever had to say to them--

TAYLOR
Jason's paralyzed. With physical
therapy he' l_ l  be able to regain use
of his arms, hands, and upper body.
But his 1egs.. .  doesn' t  look l ike
he's going to regain use of  h is
legs.

React ions of  p layers;  Ri-ggins,  stunned. Saracen, the weight
of the world on his shoulders. Even Smash seems blown awav.
Other players f ight  back tears.  Riggins r ises. . .

RIGGINS
Damn.. .  damn.

. . .and just  walks out of  the room. Coach looks around at
everyone else,  there's a beat,  then--

TAYLOR
That 's al l  for  today.

On the devastated team. And Smash, motionless, eyes start ing
to wel- I  up. . .

aTTrF rFn .

]NT. ALAMO FREEZE _ NIGHT

START ON frozen french fr ies SIZZLING as they are lowered
into a vat of  hot bubbl ing grease. Saracen, in his dir ty
Alamo Freeze whites, mans the deep fryer.  Landry si ts on the
counter ( in his civ j- l i -an clothes) holding the playbook. He
quizzes him on i t .

LANDRY
I-r ight  44 lead, bronco.

SARACEN
Open r ight .  Draw to the ta i tback
of f  the r i  crhf  l - .ackle.

4r.

4tr .

90 x46

(  coNTTNUED )
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46 CONTINUED: 46

LANDRY
H"y, you got one.

(next pfay)
Pro lef t ,  mot ion,  XY eagle.

SARACEN
F' i rzc sten clron- X reeeiver runs a
I  lVE P

seven yard out.  Y runs an i-nsj-de
button hook.

LANDRY
Outlet?

SARACEN
Ah.. .  Tai lback in the f lats?

LANDRY
Ah.. .  c lose. Ful lback
-^1^^-^a 

222ICJ-UADSD. .  .  .  .  .

SARACEN
.. .FuIIback releases under the
outside l inebacker,  damn.. .

LANDRY
Okay, you're doing okaY. OnIY
another two hundred and fiftY or so
variat ions to go over.

Saracen l-ooks daunted. A FAT GUY stands at the counter,
pipes in.

FAT GUY
v^rr  dnnna aat mc mrr f r i  es anwl ime
Ivu YvrI I Iq Yuu rrre rrrJ

soon?

CUT TO:

41 INT. HOSPITA],  _ JASON'S ROOM - NIGHT

LyIa s i_ts next to Jason, holding his hand. They watch TV. A

NURSE Passes.

NURSE
Visi t ing hours ended two hours ago.

LYLA
I know. We just  got  involved with
our show.

NURSE
Not too much longer,  okaY?

47

( coNTTNUED )
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41 CONTINUED: 47

She leaves. Jason looks at  her.

Lyra. . .  
JAS.N

LYLA
I know, I  should go. I ' I I  be back
at s ix.

JASON
LyIa, we have to talk about i t .

LYLA
I spoke to Doctor KroI I .  He didn' t
say i t  was impossible.

JASON
Ly1a, i t  would take a miracle--

LYLA
You know what I  think? I  don' t
think Doctor Krol- I  real izes who you
are. We are goj-ng to f  j -nd the best
doctor out there is what we're--

!vaa--  

JAS.N

LYLA
You are Jason Street.  And I 'm LYIa
Garr i ty.  Everything's going to
work out just how we planned i t .

He looks at  her.  I t 's  a weird dynamic.  f f  anyone could wi l l
somethj-ng to happen i t 's her.  But i t 's al-so not gj-v ing Jason
much room to deal with the onslaught of feel ings that must be
just  under the surface.

She kisses hj-m, shuts off  the TV. Kneels by the bed, takes
hi-s hand.

LYLA (CONT',D)
Thank you Lord,  for  aI I  you've
given to Jason, and mysel f .  We
don't  know yet why you're putt ing
us through this test,  but we know
you wi l l  f ind a way to show us.
And we wi l l  come through this test.
Whatever i t  takes. Amen.

JASON
Amen.

(  coNTTNUED )
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41 CoNTINUED: (2) 47

QI! EntS, W€,

CUT TO:

48 INT. FIELD HOUSE - LOCKER ROOM - NTGHT

WIDE SHOT. Empty. Dark. Only one l ight remains on. Tami
walks in.  Sees her husband there.

49 INT. FIELD HOUSE - TAYLOR'S OFFICE - NIGHT

Coach si ts watching tape of Saracen in pract ice. The door
opens. Tami enters.

mnltT
Aff I I

I  should've talked to you before I
took that job.

TAYLOR
It 's okay. f  understand i t .

She sees a l -ook on his face. Something she doesn' t  normal ly
see in her husband. Not quj- te defeat,  but  c lose. With Tami,
only with Tami, he utters something he could say to no one
else.

TAYLOR (CONT',D)
Matt  Saracen isn' t  ready for th is.
Thj-s town. They expect State.
I 'nrno.{-  aharr t  Qt af  a T dnn ' !  th ink

we can wln a galne.

Tami walks over,  p icks up his remote,  turns i t  of f .  She si ts
close to him, formulat ing her thoughts, then --

TAMI
Here's what you're goi-ng to do.
Y.n'rF ooinq to mOId Matt  Saracen.
Just l ike you did with Jeff  PereII
at  Macedonia.  He couldn' t  te l l  the
dif ference between a skinny post
and an out-and-up, but by the end
of the season he was one of the
best quarterbacks in the league.

TAYLOR
I had close to a year to get Jeff
ready. This is di f ferent.  I 've
got no t ime. Zero.  Nothing. I
r^^^ T'm on the rones. AluDE q 

YAIIE t  f  r r l  v l r  urrs !  vL

couple more, we're packing our
hrn< I ' rzarrr f  l l i  na thorr  I  r^ c

- -  iayrng rs
(MORE )

48

49

( CONTTNUED )
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49 CONTINUED: 49
TAYLOR (CONT'D)

true. Jason Street was mY meal
t icket.  He's the reason that I
have this job and now he can' t
move. I 'm screwed. ComPIeteIY.

TAMI
Maybe you are. But i f  anYbodY can
do this.  I t 's  you. I '  ve seen i t .
I 've seen i t  wi th my own eyes. I
bel ieve in you. With every ceI I  in
my body I  bel ieve in You.

Taylor Iooks at Tami. Love in his heart  for her.  He just

grabs her,  pul ls her to him and kisses her.

CUT TO:

50 OMITTED 50

51 INT. SARACEN HOUSE _ NIGHT 51

Saracen and Grandma vacant ly stare at real i ty TV. He's st i l l -
in his Alamo Freeze whites. Headl ights pul l  up to the *

dr iveway. Saracen r ises,  hurr ies to the window. Tavlor qets

out of  h is car.  Saracen's eyes widen.

SARACEN
Damn. Damn. I t 's  Coach. Grandma,
. tnrr  nnf l - r  nn fn \znl t r  rn^m
Jvu Yvuuq Yv

KNOCK on the door.  Saracen stands before i t .

SARACEN (CONT'D)

Who is i t?

TAYLOR (O.S. )
Matt? f t 's  me. Coach.

SARACEN
Oh, hey Coach. How's i t  going?

TAYLOR (O.S. )
I t 's  f ine.  Mind opening the door?

Saracen looks to his Grandmother who is now in the k i tchen'  a

plate CRASHES. saracen has no choice but to open the door.

SARACEN
Why don' t  we go outside.. .?

TAYLOR
Actual ly,  I 'd l ike to come in.

(  coNTTNUED )
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51 CONTINUED: 5 1

Taylor steps in.  You can feel  Matt 's  d iscomfort ,  h is shame.
Taylor looks around at the shambl-es of Matt 's broken-
f urnitured- dark-dank- f oods tamped- c r azy -Gr andma' d exi s tenc e .
Picture of his Dad j-n uniform in l raq. Taped on the wa1l,  a
few penci l  drawings, unframed, complex, intr icate. Grandma
wafks up with a piece of three day old coffee cake.

MRS. SARACEN
Please, s i t .  Have a piece of  cake.

TAYLOR
Thank you ma'am. f  just  ate.

SARACEN
Everything alr ight?

TAYLOR
Everything's f ine.

There's a s i lence, then.. .

MRS. SARACEN
Wasn' t  he wonderful  last  Fr idav?

TAYLOR
Yes, ma'am.

SARACEN
Grandma.. .

MRS. SARACEN
I am so proud of him.

TAYLOR
You should be, ma'am.

/ then- he looks 3lr ; ; ; ; ; . ; ;

How about we take a r ide?

OFF Saracen, w€,

CUT TO:

52 INT. TAYLOR'S CAR _ NIGHT

Taylor and Saracen as they dr ive in s i lence. Saracen is
spooked.

52
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53 EXT. HERRMANN FIELD - NIGHT

one by one the l ights go on. The f ield is bathed in a pool
of whi- te l ight.  Saracen and Taylor stand at the f i f ty yard
I ine.

TAYLOR
f could never sleep the night
before a garne.

SARACEN
Yes, s i r .

TAYLOR
Tried everything. Reading. Used
to run the playbook in my head over
and over.  Even bought a book on
meditat ion once.

SARACEN
Voc cir
Lvv t

TAYLOR
Must be hard.  Dad in I raq.

SARACEN
It 's not so bad, s i r .

TAYLOR
My Dad was anything but in fraq.
He was on me. Day in,  day out.
St i I I  th inks I  should've made the
NFL. f  complain,  but  f  don' t  know
how wel l  f  would've done wlthout
him. You. f  don' t  know how you do
i t -  A' l  I  the nracf i r_-es- the t tme

,  er .e

r -ommi tment -  the nrFssl t rF -  Al  I  that
and you're the man of  the house,
1-na

SARACEN
Yes, s i r .

TAYLOR
You dj-dn' t  want me to step f  oot  in
rrnrrr  harrsa Rrr f  worr  shorr- ld feel
nrorrd -  sr ln -  vou should feel  realt  vvr.

h-^,1/ . l
t / !vus.

SARACEN
Voc cir4ev t

53

(  CoNTINUED )
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53 CONTINUED: 53

TAYLOR
This is yours for  the taking, son.
You can do this.

SARACEN
Yes, s l - r .

TAYLOR
( beat )

You were only out there a few
mi-nutes last week. Tomorrow i t 's
gonna be dj- f ferent.  Four quarters.

SARACEN
Voq cir

TAYLOR
Can't  let  anything distract  you.
Our fans,  their  fans,  the band,
those cheer leaders wi th those legs.
You got a job to do. Nothing else.

SARACEN
Voq <ir

Taylor gives a signal to a lone Assistant Coach standing in
the control  room. Suddenly,  the stadium is f i l led with the
sound of FOURTEEN THOUSAND CHEERING FANS through the P.A.
Thev neer i  to YIILL to hear each other.

TAYLOR
Your teammates need to hear you.
You've gotta cal l  the plays.  You
nai nrr  l^rc al-r l  o tn na' l  I  f  ho n]  aru q ?
:rvrr t :J vr  qvlc uv vq! !  urrs yrqJ D a

SARACEN
Yes, sJ-r  .

TAYLOR
Here we go. 22 rocket on hi_t !

SARACEN
22, 22 rockeL.. .

TAYLOR
Can't  hear you!

SAXACEN
22, 22 ROCKET! !  !

(  coNTTNUED )
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53 CoNTINUED: (2) 53

TAYLOR
You are the QB1 of the Di l lon
Panthers. You wi l l  lead this team.
I f  they hear you, they wi I I  bel ieve
in you! Now come on, son! Give
t i l l  i t  hurts !  !  !

SARACEN
TWENTY TWO! ! ! TWENTY TWO ROCKET! ! !
HIT! HIT! HIT! !  !

TAYLOR
44 cross f i re on red!

Saracen SHOUTS out the play louder.  And louder.  on these
two men, whose fates have suddenly been thrown together,  we

FADE OUT:

END OF ACT FOUR
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ACT FIVE

CHYRON READS: Fr idav

54 OMITTED 54

55 INT. GARRITY MOTORS _ BUDDY'S OFFICE _ DAY 55

Buddy is on the phone. Taylor approaches from the showroom.
During the fol lowing conversat ion, Buddy waves Taylor i -n,
points to a couch for him to s i t ,  and indicates he' l I  just  be
a mi-nute.

BUDDY
WelI ,  I ' I1 te l l  you what you're
nai nn ln r ln . .^ , ,  ,  -^  -^. . :  -  -  

. :O 
f  indgUlr IV Le qvr lvu !v YvlrrY I

that '07 with black inter ior and
Nav for me before the end of the
rtarr  nr  T,m qonna f ind mysel f  a new
;;:.;-*; ' ' .o6r.

Buddy hangs up the phone, looks at Taylor.

BUDDY (CONT',D)
Hard to get good people these days.

Taylor smiles, hoping he's not talk ing about Taylor as wel l - .

TAYLOR
You wanted to see me, Buddy?

BUDDY
Yeah, yeah. We go back. You f i rst
met me, I  was just  a sal-esman. You
probably l iked me a whole lot
better back then.

TAYLOR
I wouldn' t  say that.

BUDDY
r  I  i  l ro rznrr  Er i  c T.  i  l ro h:rz i  na"  *" :r  You
back around here.

r t f  hon mnro tn the nninl- \
,  r r rv+ e ev

Qn \rnrr  roaArr f  nr  inn i  nht '?
vv I

TAYLOR
I'm gonna give i t  my best.

BUDDY
F)nn '  t  cr i  rze me f.hat .  I  'm not sOme
snnrfs rpnorter.  I  want to knoW in
no uncertain terms that we're gonna

(MORE )

( coNTTNUED )
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BUDDY (CONT'D)
wln thj-s game. I  don' t  care how
you do i t .  We come up losers after
what 's happened to Jason Street
i t 's gonna throw this town r ight
into a ta i lspin.  This isn ' t  just
some footbal l  gane, Coach. And you
know it. Now I arn gonna help this
team. Gonna br ing this colored boy
in f rom Louis iana. I 'm tel l ing you
this boy can throw. But i t 's
compl icated. There's a lot  of
schools want him. And there's
paperwork that needs to be f i led.
Dates and so forth.  El ig ib i l i ty
issues. I t '11 take a couple-few
weeks to make i t  happen. I  need
you to keep this season al ive unt i l
then. Do vou hear me?

TAYLOR
Buddy, this team has lost i ts
quarterback. I  don' t  care who's
coming in f rom Louis iana, we're
going to need some t ime to rebui ld.

BUDDY
I don't  want to hear about
rebui ld ing.  The team needs a " \1".
This town needs a "W". Make i t
happen. I t 's  your job.

oFF Taylor,  daunted, w€,

CUT TO:

A SERIES OF GAME DAY SHOTS

--Saracen leaves his house for the game, not ices a brand new
QB1 sign has been harnmered into his lawn. Drew is wait ing
with his cake and a kiss on the cheek.

--Various Ra1ly Gir ls --  del iver baked goods to var ious
players.  Riggins gets his,  a s ix pack of  beer,  g ives his
Ral ly Gir l  a long, sexy k iss,  walks of f ,  the RaIIy Gir l
SCREAIIS l ike she was just k issed by a Beat le.

- -T,v ' l  a-  in her c 'heer leadino rrni form- de' l  i r rers cookies toDlLg|ulr+!v! I l l '

Jason.

--Businesses in town close. Closed for game day signs
oervade.

5555

5656

5l

f t t

59
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60 --The opposing team pul ls up in a bus, starts to f i le into 60
the vis i tor 's locker room.

67 --The f ie ld l ights turn on. 6I

62 --Panthers in the locker room/ wi th in themselves now, i t 's  62
eer i ly  quiet .

63 --Cheer leaders adjust ing make-up, outf i ts.  63

64 --Stadium snack bars open. 64

65 --The gates to the stadium open. FANS start  to f i le in.  65

OVER THIS we hear SPORTS COMIIENTATORS. The recurring theme,
wi-I1 Saracen hold up under the pressure? Can Coach Taylor
win games without Jason Street? And then there is the ever
present quest ion that has become a mantra in the press:  "Did
Saracen close his eves and throw the bal l?"

66 INT. FIELD HOUSE - LOCKER ROOM _ NIGHT 66

Coach Taylor stands before the team. You could hear a pin
drop.

TAYLOR
Some of you mj-ght be scared. I t 's
natural .  But i t 's  dangerous. You
pl-ay tentat ive you put yourself  and
those around you at r isk.  You feel
scared, you tel l  me so f  can take
vou of f  the f ie ld.

(beat,  then)
Some of you may be angry. l4aybe
real  anqry.

ON Riggins,  who can' t  look at  h im.

TAYLOR (CONT'.D)
One good thing about being footbal l
p layers.  We can channel  our anger.
Use i t .  On the f ie ld.

Taylor just  wai ts unt i l  Riggins f inal ly looks up. Taylor
nods to him.

TAYLOR (CONT',D)
We've suffered a loss.  A big loss.
But this team was never about one
player.  Not to me at  least .  f t 's
about aI I  of  us.  Everv s ingle one
of us.

(  coNTTNUED )
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ON SMASH, taking in these words, thoughtful-_

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
And i f  we're going to come back
from this loss,  j_t ,s going to take
a1l  of  us.

(eyes on Smash)
Not one man. Every single one of
us.  Together.

smash rooks at  h im. smash feels himserf  r is ing,  standing.
He_slowly starts walking toward one of the l_ocfers. rayior
fol lows him with his eyes, not knowing what he's doi_ng. None
of the players do. smash ends up at  iason street,s l6cker.
He takes street 's jersey.  He walks over to door.  He hangs
Sirrca1- 'e iorcot

is rearnins ilrJ ?l,3."3iln"ii';:::**n':"::::l"r__"p". sriash
compassion.

SMASH
Let,s wrn i t  for  Street.

Tayror nods to smash. The team is together now. He can feel
i t .  There's nothing lef t  to say.

TAYLOR
Let,s prav.

Everyone kneels.

TAYLOR (CONT'D)
Lord,  help us have a successful
garne. And a safe game. pl_ease
l-ook down on Jason. We love him.
We miss him. Amen.

AIL
Amen.

TAYLOR
Gent lemen. Clear eyes. FuII
hearts.  Can' t  lose.

TEA.M
Can't  lose.

Go.
TAYLOR

For Jason. Gol

GREEN
66

( coNTTNUED )
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66 CoNTINUED: (2)

The team charges out of the locker room. The energy is
palpable as one af ter  the other tap Jason's jersey on the
wal l  as thev leave.

CUT TO:

67 EXT. HERRMANN FIELD _ NIGHT

Friday night.  FulI  stadium. The Di l lon Panthers emerge onto
the f ie ld l ike ancient Gl-adiators. The audience ERUPTS.
Cheerleaders.  Band. The energy is palpable.

ON LYLA with the cheerleaders. WiId, control led frenzy.

--Tami and Jul ie in the stands. Tami reaches down and takes
Jul ie 's hand.

--Riggins and Smash eye each other.  A barely discernibl-e
nod. They're together.  At  least  for  th is game.

--Buddy si ts in ant j -c ipat ion, Mayor RodeII  on one side.

58 INT. FIELD HOUSE - LOCKER ROOM _ NIGHT

Taylor is by himsel- f .  He hears a FOOTSTEP behind him. He
isn' t  afone. He turns.  Saracen. I t 's  a bizarre moment.
Saracen just  stands there,  Iooking ashen. Taylor can' t  help
but smile a l i t t le at the absurdi tv of this.

TAYLOR
You need to throw up or something,
ann ?

SARACEN
I don' t  th ink so,  s i r .

TAYLOR
(larrse i f  worr  dn- hettcr  her:e than
out there.

SARACEN
T 'm nret l -  v srrrF T don'  t  .

Tawl or comes c l .oser.  Looks r  j  crht  i  n h ' i  s  Fvtrs-Ia j !V!  vvl l lsg 9!vJs!  .  lvv^o !rYlrU f l l  I I IJ  gJcJ.

TAYLOR
I need you, Matt .  This is i t .  I 'm
not gonna l ie to you. I  need you.

SARACEN
Yes, s i r .

66

67

58

( coNTTNUED )
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68 CONTINUED: 68

'r- ._. '  TAYLOR
You readv for this?

SARACEN
Yes, s i r .

Taylor isn ' t  so sure.  This is some sort  of  p innacle moment,
Taylor real izes he needs to say something, but what? How
does he mold him in thir tv seconds?

TAYLOR
Look at  me. Look at  me. I 've got
one quest ion for you. When you
threw that pass last Fr iday. The
winning pass. Did you close your
eyes, son?

Saracen considers for  a long beat,  then looks at  Taylor.
Right in his eyes. He Iooks suddenly powerful ,  assured--

SARACEN
No, s i r .  My eyes were open, s i r .
My eyes were wj-de open.

TAYLOR
That 's what f  thought.  Let 's go
play footbal l .

Sarar-en rrrahs his he' l  mef -  heads out to the f  ie ld-  h i t f  inc

Jason's jersey on his way out.  Taylor stands there for  a
moment,  takes one more deep breath. The sound of the ROARING
and potent ial ly murderous crowd f i l ters into this empty, echo-
w'l  or :ker room- As Tewlor heads out to the f ic l r i -  wF.r . ) -

HARD TO BLACK:

END OF EPTSODE


