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EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

A BUM hobbl es through a dark alley, the RAIN pouring down.
He approaches a garbage can and rummages through it as a
church bell marks the hour.

BANG - a gunshot rings out.

There’s no one in any direction - until a SHADOW overt akes
him The bum | ooks up to see a MAN falling toward him

CUT TGO

Water pours froma sink faucet. W are in...

INT. JIM GORDON S HOUSE - N GHT

JIM GORDON (76) stands at his kitchen sink and cl eans up
after dinner. Hs hair is white, his glasses thick - a shel
of the man he once was. To his surprise...

The RED GLOW OF A ROTARY PHONE il lum nates fromthe study.

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

Cordon arrives in a nodest sedan, a red light clanped to the
roof of his car.

COoP #1
Conmi ssi oner, right this way.

Cordon pulls the collar up on his raincoat and nmakes his way
into the alley. Cops swarmthe area, when--

POOF - bl ue snoke sends a group of officers to their knees.

O HARA
Get back!

Hol | eri ng over the scene is CLANCY O HARA (59), the Chief of
Police. He’s an inposing man wearing dress blues and thin
gl asses, a thick Irish accent curling every word.



Cordon steps closer, covering his nouth fromthe funes. The
snoke clears to reveal. ..

BATMAN |ying in a pool of blood. Gordon stares, slack-jawed.
CRI ME SCENE PHOTOGRAPHERS do their job, snapping dozens of
photos. W only catch glinpses of Batnman’s body, his costune
- navy against gray, wth a netallic, nustard-colored belt.

GORDON
I s he...

O HARA
Dead? W0 knows. ..

A CRIME SCENE | NVESTI GATOR tries to collect a GREEN HAIR from
Batman's fi st when - ZAP! He recei ves an el ectrical shock.

O HARA
W can’t get close enough to find
out .

Gordon renoves his badge. Tucked into the |eather backing is
a CO N enbossed with the BAT SYMBOL. In kneeling closer, a
magnetic force pulls the coin from Gordon’s fingers and into
a slot on Batman’s belt. The buckl e unl atches, his defenses
di sar ned.

CUT TGO

EXT. DESERT - DAY

A COMMUNI CATOR glows red. It’s sewn into the belt of an
iconic hero who needs no introduction. Despite the silver
that graces his hair, SUPERVAN, aka CLARK KENT (56), is stil
an awesone sight to behold. Wth childlike ease, he westles
atank to its side, his costume awash in sand and oil.

Am d the chaos of exploding mssiles and burning corpses, he
sw tches off the conm and | aunches skywar d.

BACK TGO



EXT. ALLEY - SAME
A cop taps Batman with his billy club.

COoP #1
He's good. Al clear.

One of the cops reaches for his cow .

COoP #2
Let’s get a | ook..

GORDON
Get back!

Gordon draws his gun. He doesn’t point it at anyone in
particular, but the nmessage is clear.

O HARA

GORDON
| SAID GET BACK

The surroundi ng cops do as he says. A wave of enotion washes
over Gordon as he searches Batman for a pul se.

GORDON
(to a Paranedi c)
Bring the cart.

MEDI C
(to O Hara)
He's been lying there for twenty
m nutes. ..

GORDON
BRI NG THE GOD DAMN CART

The nedics bring over a defibrillator. They try to
resuscitate Batman, with no results. Eventually the nedics
stop; however, Gordon keeps trying, performng manual CPR



GORDON
Get up... get up...

There’s no fighting it - the Batman is dead. A mx of anger
and sadness overcone CGordon and he col |l apses to the pavenent.
He weeps like a child as SUPERMAN descends into the alley.

CUT TO

An el aborate building constructed of white marble and bl ue
glass sits at the heart of a bustling city. This is...

EXT. HALL OF JUSTICE - N GHT

A soothing fountain trickles out front. Al is peaceful,
until a COVWPUTER CONSOLE cones flying out the w ndow.

MAN (O S.)
Nice try, hot pants..

I NSI DE THE BU LD NG

A MAN dressed in a crinmson unitard snickers while admring
t he damage. Seen here without his mask on, the slick blond
hair and shit-eating grin belong to BARRY ALLEN (41), or as
he’s nore commonly known - THE FLASH.

FLASH
...but you still throwlike a girl.

Fashi oned i n knee-high boots and a patriotic bustier, D ANA
PRI NCE (49), aka WONDER WOVAN, isn’'t one to piss off. She
grabs a decorative statue fromthe corner of the room and
tears it fromits base.

FLASH
Ch, now that’s inpressive.

Wnder Wnman brings the statue down for a crushing bl ow
however, the Fl ash dodges, his novenents i measurably fast.
The statue hammers into the floor, shattering to pieces.



FLASH
Especially for soneone your age.

She prowl s after him knocking over everything in her way.

WONDER WOVAN
You' re gonna | earn sone respect.

FLASH
This comng froma grown wonan in a
bi kini three sizes too snmall.

Seet hi ng, Wonder Wonan rips a gigantic, iron globe fromthe
wal |l and hurls it toward him To her surprise, it’'s
intercepted by a spectral GREEN GORI LLA

This is the work of HAL JORDAN (58), aka the GREEN LANTERN.
He’' s decked in a green body suit and arnmed with an enerald
RING the source of his power.

GREEN LANTERN
That’ s enough.

FLASH
Ni ce nonkey.

The Fl ash zi ps across the room stopping inches away from
Green Lantern’s face.

FLASH
You re pretty tough with that ring
on your finger, aren’t ya?

The gorilla | eans closer, snarling, when the conmunicators on
everyone’'s belts gl ow in unison.

FLASH
VWonder f ul .

The Fl ash switches off his conmand nmakes for the building s
mai n conputer - an enornous wal |l of new wave technol ogy.



Rising froma dark pool at the back of the roomis ARTHUR
CURRY (63), aka AQUAMAN, the king of the seas. Long, matted
hair drapes down in front of his eyes, his beard unkenpt. A
j acket of sleek, bronze arnmor clings to his torso. He shuts
off his comm adding...

AQUAVAN
This better be good.

The Fl ash switches on the conputer, powering the building s
external caneras. Silence fills the roomas the nonitor
gives view to Superman in md-flight. He descends fromthe
ni ght sky, holding Batman in his arns.

EXT. SUBURBS - MORN NG

Cordon parks his car in front of a quaint, brick house. He
takes a drink froma small flask before exiting his vehicle.

| NSI DE THE HOUSE

BARBARA GRAYSON (37), an attractive redhead, readi es herself
for a neeting. She’'s all smles and warnth.

BARBARA
Should | wear pearls or silver?

I n the background, DI CK GRAYSON (35) makes breakfast for

t heir daughter, BETHANY (2). Dick’'s nore average than he is
handsonme, with a thick beard, a receding hairline, and a
heavy pair of gl asses.

DI CK
What do you think? Should Momy
wear pearls or silver?

BETHANY
Banana.

D CK
O course, banana.



Bar bara pokes her head out fromthe bathroom

BARBARA
Pearls? O... silver?

Dl CK
Silver.

She plucks a breakfast sausage fromthe table and ki sses him

DI CK
You got your cell phone?

She grabs her cell off the counter.

BARBARA
| forget this thing everywhere.

DI NG DONG Barbara and D ck share a | ook

BARBARA
Ha. See what happens when you ask
ni cel y?

She strides toward the door

D CK
So now every norning he’s gonna
hand-deliver it?

BARBARA
Maybe he wants to apol ogi ze for
leaving it in the bushes, and in
the street, and everywhere but the
front door.

She opens the door to see GORDON.

BARBARA
Dad! What a nice surprise.

She greets himwith a hug - and then sees...



BARBARA
| swear...
(mar ches out si de)
That kid s gonna turn nme into the
old lady on the bl ock who conpl ai ns
about everyt hi ng.

She marches into the neighbor’s yard and bends down to get
t he newspaper, her back clearly causing her disconfort.

BARBARA
You want some breakfast? Dick’'s
maki ng hi s fanous pancakes.
Gordon doesn’t respond.
BARBARA
What '’ s w ong?
BACK I N THE KI TCHEN

D ck slides a pancake onto a plate.

DI CK
How ‘bout a little syrup..

D ck dots the pancake with a syrup happy face and | ooks
toward the entryway to see Barbara with tear-filled eyes.
EXT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - DAY

Dick drives up to the building and squeals to a stop. He
hops to the pavenent and storns past a dozen police cars
al ready parked out front.

Cordon arrives shortly after him

GORDON
D ck, wait!

Dick enters the building behind one of the policenen.



| NSI DE

O Hara and a group of cops mll about. D ck brushes past
t hem

COoP #1
Hey, this building’s off limts-

D ck folds back the cop’s wist and sends himto the fl oor.
The ot her cops react; however, Dick’s not in the nood for
ganes. He starts dishing out blows and sends five officers
to their backs before--

A blur of RED catches himin the jaw, knocking himoff his
feet.

FLASH
That had to hurt.

The cops cuff Dick as Gordon enters the room

GORDON
Stop! Al of you! Take those
cuffs off him..

O HARA
Now wait a m nute, that nman just-

GORDON
That man is D ck G ayson!

O HARA
Di ck?
(to the cops)
Hel p hi m up.

The cops lift Dick to his feet, his Ilip now bleeding. O Hara
hands hi m a handker chi ef.
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O HARA
Didn’t recogni ze you. Not that it
matters. You just assaulted six
of ficers.

GORDON
And he got what he deserved. Now
| et’ s renenber why we’re here.

O Hara steps closer, invading Gordon’s personal space.

O HARA
Yes, and why is he here? It’'s
rather an inopportune tinme to all ow
your son-in-law to tag al ong,
woul dn’t you say?

WONDER WOMAN and a PATHOLOG ST enter the room

WONDER WOVAN
@nshot wound to the chest.

The cops munbl e in disbelief.

GORDON
He' s been shot before..

PATHOLOQ ST
This was point blank. Forty-four
caliber. No signs of struggle, no
scratches, bruises or broken bones
that can’'t be attributed to the
fall.

The Pat hol ogi st gets a signature from O Har a.

PATHOLOG ST
If it nmakes you feel any better,
Jim he probably never saw it
comn’ .

Dl CK
| want to see him
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O Hara eyes Dick curiously - why would he want to see hin®

SUPERMAN (O S.)
No.

Superman enters the room Wthout his trademark smle he's
an intimdating force, a living god dressed in primary
col ors.

SUPERMAN
No one sees him That was his
request and we all will honor it.

CUT TO

ROLL CREDI TS OVER

A mason chi sels stone. The onyx scul pture stands thirty feet
tall - its features undefi ned.

INT. ATY HALL - DAY

Chief O Hara storns down the hall with a throng of reporters
in his wake, pictures flashing.

REPORTER
Is it true the Joker was at the
crine scene?

O HARA

W will find Batman's killer and
bring himto justice. That is all.

CLARK KENT is anong the reporters. He turns to see Dick
wat ching from af ar.
EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

Rai n comes down as a crippled old man, ALFRED PENNYWORTH
(87), exits a vehicle with the use of a WHEELCHAI R LI FT.
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He joins a procession of nourners, all followi ng a casket
bearing the Bat Synbol .

The pal | bearers include, on one side, Conm ssioner Cordon,
Aquaman, and the Flash; on the other side are Wwnder Wrman,
G een Lantern, and Supernman.

As the funeral plays out, D ck and Barbara stand anong a
privileged group of five hundred policenen and politicians.
Thousands of others line the fence, their unbrellas entw ned
into an endl ess canopy that encircles the cenetery.

Anong the crowd Barbara spots SELINA KYLE (41), a stunning
brunette with wi cked curves. She |eans closer to D ck,
whi speri ng. .

BARBARA
Selina... she’s got no business
her e.

Their attention shifts at the SOUND OF A MAN SCBBING It’s
Cordon, his enotions send himto his knees. Barbara goes to
his side, leaving Dick in the crowd. H's expression doesn’t
blend with the sullen faces around him There’ s an anger
brew ng. ..

And O Hara notices. He watches in curiosity as D ck | ooks up
at the GRAVESTONE towering over them [It’s an astounding
nmonunent, both beautiful and frightening. Lifting fromits
center are two nassive w ngs, formng an om nous, black shape
resenbling neither man nor bat, but something in between.
Along its base, reads, “Watever evils conme this way, we wl|
be here to stop them - The Batnman, Justice League of
Anerica.” Dick gazes at the nonunment, a fire in his eyes.

I NT. GORDON S HOUSE - LATER THAT N GHT

Friends gather to remnisce, O Hara anong them At the
opposite end of the room Dick sits by hinmself and polishes
off a bottle of Scotch.
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GORDON
Whoa, sl ow down on that stuff while
you still have the sense to.

Dl CK

You see the headlines?
Cordon exhal es a sigh and sits next to him

GORDON
| read them this norning.

DI CK
And?

GORDON
And... | suppose we shoul d have
suspect ed. . .

Dick beans himwith a | ook. Cordon |eans closer, attenpting
to keep the conversation private.

GORDON
Let’s think it through. He escapes
Arkham t he sanme night - they find
traces of his hair on Bruce’s body,
and forensics confirnmed that the
weapon used was his gun of choi ce,
a Smth & Wesson | arge-framne
revolver with a forty-four cali ber
round. Hell, an inch fromhis
chest... even the strongest Kevlar
can’'t conpete with that.

DI CK
You don’t get it...

GORDON
D ck, I know how cl ose you were,
and maybe, | don’t know... you're

feeling guilty for having left
t hi ngs the way you did. ..
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DI CK

The Joker was the exception to the
rule. Wth him we had a strike-
first policy. That means no
war ni ng, no chance to surrender,
j ust - -

(smacks his fist)
--bring himdown. Hell, Bruce
woul d never let that lunatic get
right up on him- and put a god
damm gun up agai nst his chest?!

GORDON
Shhh. ..

Dl CK
| don't care who hears..

The room quiets to a hush.

GORDON
D ck, why don’'t we go for a wal k-

D ck stands and stunbl es into Gordon.

Dl CK
| know there’s nore to this.

He exits, slanmm ng the door behind him

BARBARA
D ck, honey...

Barbara hurries after himbut he's already started the car
and pul |l ed away fromthe house.

BARBARA
D ck! Wait! You ve had too nuch
to drink!

O HARA

Not to worry. We'Ill get himbefore
he hurts hinself.
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O Hara notions for a few other cops to leave with him They
get in separate cars and follow after Dick

EXT. WAYNE MANCR - LATER THAT N GHT

D ck stands outside the gates of Wayne Manor and stares at
the mansion, the rain hamering down. Car headlights pass,
only to turn back around. It’s O Hara. He eyes D ck
curiously before grabbing his unbrella and joining him

O HARA
What is it they say? “You can't go
hone again”. Hnff... you were,

what, eight years ol d when Bruce
took you in?

D ck doesn’t respond. O Hara prods further..

O HARA
Wiere is M. Wayne, anyway? |
woul d’ ve figured he’d show up at
the funeral, what wth the nedia
attention and all. O course,
Bruce never really approved of the
Bat man’ s nethods, did he? In fact,
when you think about it, he was
rat her out spoken against him You,
on the other hand..

D ck turns and heads back to his vehicle.
O HARA

Where you goin’, Dck? O should I
call you Robin?

Dick stops and tries to play it off.

D CK
What ?
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O HARA
Ch, please... you waded through
half a dozen of ny finest |ike they
were little girls. And why? To
get to the Batnman, as if he was
your own father.

D CK
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about .

O HARA
Bull shit. You re the circus boy in
the yellow cape. It’s hard to see

with that beard of yours, but I'm
as sure of it as | amny own nane.
What |’ mwondering is, who el se
knows?

(l ook to the Manor)
Did you keep it from Bruce?

D ck doesn’t answer.

O HARA
No, you couldn’t lie to him could
ya? He treated you like a son...

OHara's face turns white as he nakes the realization.

O HARA
Sure and Begorrah... the father and
the son. Bruce Wayne and Di ck

G ayson, the Dynam c Duo.
Dick grabs himby the collar and throws himagainst the gate.

DI CK
You start spreadi ng nonsense |ike
that and you' re gonna w sh the
Bat man was around to save you.
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O HARA

(grins)
Laddy, I'mthe Chief of Police.
And while | have no interest in
announci ng your little secret...

Like a pit bull, he turns on Dick with surprising strength,
freeing hinmself fromhis grip.

O HARA
"1l not be threatened!

O Hara picks up his unbrella.

O HARA
Ch and a bit of advice. You' ve
been out of that silly costune, for
what now, twelve years? | suggest
you keep it that way.

He returns his car and drives off, leaving Dick in the rain

| NT. POLICE STATION - N GHT

Dick enters the | obby and heads for the stairs; however, he
catches the eye of Desk Sergeant LAWRENCE JOHNSON, an el derly
bl ack of ficer with a pencil-thin nustache.

LAWRENCE
Can | hel p you?

D ck wal ks over to the desk and shakes hi s hand.

DI CK
D ck Grayson, how do you do.

LAWRENCE
G ayson. .. Bruce Wayne' s nephew?



DI CK
No, but | get that a |ot.
Technical ly, he was ny | egal
guar di an.

LAWRENCE
Wl |, on behalf of the precinct, |
want you to thank himfor us. M.
Wayne swooped in and bankrol | ed our
pensi on fund when the Mayor said
ot herw se.

Dl CK
That sounds |i ke Bruce.

LAWRENCE
A great nman...

DI CK
"1l make sure to pass that al ong.

LAWRENCE
Now what can | do for you, M.
G ayson?

DI CK
Ch, | was just gonna get sone files
out of the Chief’s office.

LAVWRENCE
Files?

D CK
The Chief’s back at the house, we
were planning to roll up our
sleeves, burn a little mdnight oil
on this whole Batman thing, but
Linda had a little too nmuch to
drink, though you didn't hear that
from ne.

LAWRENCE
Hear what ?

18.
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The two nen | augh.

LAWRENCE
Ckay then. ..

D ck heads for the stairs.
LAWRENCE
Let nme just get the Chief on the
line, to verify.

Law ence picks up the phone and starts dialing.

D CK
Ri ght, sure...

Dick pulls out his keys.

DI CK
Sorry, he gave ne the keys to his
office, I wasn’t even thinking.
LAWRENCE

Gave ya the keys, eh?
Law ence hesitates, then continues dialing.

LAWRENCE
Just to be sure..

Si x policenmen enter the station with a MOB OF PECPLE to book
all shouting and shoving. Lawence hangs up, waves Dick
through and turns his attention to the crisis at hand.

| N THE UPSTAI RS HALLWAY
D ck nears an office door that reads CH EF OF PQOLI CE across

the glass. He pockets his keys and, with the aid of a credit
card, picks the | ock.
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| NSI DE O HARA' S OFFI CE
Dick enters, only to discover--

A HOODED THI EF rummagi ng through the files. Wth cat-Iike
agility the thief escapes out the wndow Dick hurries to
the ledge - it’s a |l ong way down, but he pursues.

ROOFTOPS

D ck’s out of shape but nmanages to stay in the chase. This
is the ultimate in rooftop rundowns - pure adrenaline, with
nore than a few near-fatal mshaps. It weaves its way
through a few apartnments and builds to an astoundi ng LEAP
bet ween buil dings. The thief displays a | evel of acrobatics
not found in nost crooks.

D ck foll ows--

And cones up short, barely clearing the distance. He catches
the fire escape, whi ch BREAKS, |eaving hi mdangling over the
street, five stories up.

Dl CK
Sel i nal

Dick gets the reaction he was expecting, causing the thief to
stop in her tracks, when - CLINKI A portion of the fire
escape breaks and sends Dick falling.

WHAAAAAAAM - he | ands on a parked car, the wi ndows expl odi ng
out war d.

SMASH CUT TQ

MONTAGE:

1) Awire snaps and THREE ACROBATS go falling. An eight-year-
old D ck Gayson grabs hold of the trapeze-platformand
wat ches in horror as his parents fall to their death.
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2) Bruce Wayne's hand cones down on D ck's shoulder. They
stare at a pair of HEADSTONES mar ked Grayson.

3) Dick and Bruce share dinner. Wthout explanation, Bruce
gets up fromthe table and | eaves the roomin a hurry. D ck
turns to see Alfred closing the curtains, a glinpse of a
SIGNAL in the night sky.

4) Dick triggers a hidden switch, causing a wall of
bookshel ves to rotate out of the way, revealing the BATCAVE
Al fred and Batman are there to greet him

5) Dick trains for conbat. Bruce teaches hi meverything:
Jujitsu, forensic science...

6) Batman and Robin swing into action, wagi ng battle agai nst
a team of gunnen. Supernman, Fl ash, Wnder Wnan, Aguanman and
Green Lantern join the fight.

7) A purple notorcycle screeches to a stop. Red hair flows
from beneath the mask. This is BATGA@ RL and Robin is wowed.

8) Alfred tailors the Robin vest while D ck, who' s now nuch
ol der, reads a newspaper about Batrman's “child sidekick”.

D sgruntl ed, he marches into the Arnory, a chanber filled
with capes and cows. A pair of black gauntlets draw his
attention.

9) Ateamof burglars fall under attack froma nman dressed in
a black body suit - it’s NNGHTWNG Dick’s new alias. He
puts a stop to the crooks, all except for one, who readies a
machine gun. Dick throws a Batarang. It stabs into the
robber's arm forcing the gun up. A wonman in a w ndow
overlooking the alley is hit and kill ed.

10) Dick throws his black costurme into a roaring firepl ace.
Bar bara waps her arns around him their days of crine
fighting behind them

11) BANG Batnan is shot in the chest.



22.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT
Dick wakes in a cold sweat. He turns to see Barbara sitting

besi de him asleep. She awakens...

BARBARA
D ck? Oh thank god...

He tries to talk, his voice not responding.

BARBARA
It's okay. Everything s okay.

For a nonent, Barbara just feels his face, overjoyed that

he’s alright.
D CK
(just a whisper)
Se... Selina...
BARBARA

Shh, it’'s okay...

Bar bara pushes the nurse button as Dick grows restless.

Dl CK
The files...

BARBARA
D ck, cal m down.

D ck reaches for the phone, but Barbara pulls it out of his

r each.
BARBARA
Li sten to ne--

Dl CK
W need to... find Selina..

BARBARA
The Joker killed Bruce.



The news hits Dick like a | ead weight.

BARBARA
He confessed to the murder and i s
serving an additional |ife sentence

because of it.
D ck starts shaking his head no.

BARBARA
It's done, D ck.

Dick pulls the IV out of his armand tries to get up.

BARBARA
God damm it... Nurse!
(to Dick)
Stop! Listen to nme. You al nost
di ed!

Dick struggles to sit up but doesn’t have the strength.

BARBARA
Thi nk about your daughter. Think
about what you al nost gave up.

The NURSE cones in.

NURSE #1
Rel ax, M. Gayson. Everything s
gonna be alright.

D CK

BARBARA
Don't fight it, Dick.

NURSE #1
Listen to your wife, M. Gayson.
She’s a smart wonan - been by your
side this whole tine.
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Dick stops. He |ooks around the room at the numerous crayon
drawi ngs taped to the wall, and spots a photograph of his
daught er, now nmuch ol der.

A tear slips fromBarbara s eye.

BARBARA
You' ve been in this bed two years,
si x nonths and three days.

D ck col |l apses, his mnd whirling.

DI SSOLVE TGO

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - N GHT

Super man stands al one at the main conputer and stares up at
the big screen. He cycles through live satellite inagery,
one horror show after another. Wars, famne, deforestation -
the world at its worst. A voice crackles over his comm..

GREEN LANTERN (Q S.)
d ark, you there?

SUPERVAN
What do you need?

GREEN LANTERN (Q S.)
D d you forget about the race?

Superman grimaces. He pushes a button on the console and a
portion of the ceiling opens. ZOOM - he takes flight.

EXT. STADI UM - DAY

An A ynpic-size stadiumis packed to capacity. Wnder Wnan,
Aquanman and Green Lantern stand on the track.

WONDER WOVAN
What’ d he say?
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GREEN LANTERN
Not hi ng.

Fl ash zips into their conversation.

FLASH
Wll, is he comng or not?

Aquarman scow s at a crowd of photographers snapping his
pi cture.

AQUANVAN
Rel ax, Barry. W‘ve all got nore
i mportant things to do.

FLASH
| nportant, ny ass. He probably
just doesn’t want to enbarrass
hi nsel f anong all his fans.

The crowd ROARS wi th appl ause at the sight of Superman flying
overhead. He descends to the track.

SUPERVAN
Let’s get this over with.

FLASH
‘Bout tine.

Superman and Flash step up to the starting line. A Race
Oficial raises a STARTING PISTOL in the air. The Flash
crouches, while Supernman doesn’t bother with a stance. A
dozen hi gh-speed caneras cone to life as the Oficial pulls
the trigger. The hamer neets with the back of the round and-

Tinme seens to stop
A BLUR CF RED AND BLUE tear around the track. The snoke

hasn’t even cleared the barrel of the gun before they cross
the finish line - way too fast to see with the hunan eye.
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At a second gl ance, the high-speed caneras reveal both nen
shoul der to shoul der, trading the lead with every step
Frane by frame, they get closer to the string, and we...

CUT TGO

A CRAYON DRAW NG of Superman and the Flash is taped to the
wall. W are at...

| NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

Dick stares out the w ndow while Barbara tapes yet another
drawning to the wall - a picture of a little girl on a sw ng.
The hospital TV flickers in the corner.

BARBARA
Last nonth she got her hands on a
toy stethoscope. This, of course,
neant that if you needed a band-
aid, you d have to steal one from
Brown Bear. But once the sw ng set
went in... well, so much for having
a doctor inthe famly. | swear
the way she junps around, she’s
your daughter alright.

Barbara sits beside him curling her fingers around his.

BARBARA
She wants to know why she can’'t
cone visit you. It’s been weeks,

Dick. You re not listening to your
doctors, you're hardly eating... |
know you’ re upset, but why can't
you talk to me?

Dick pulls his hand away fromhers and grabs the TV renote.
He turns up the volune. Barbara gets up and heads for the
door.



27.

BARBARA
Mbst wonen woul d’ ve noved on.
Don't give nme a reason to now.

She exits.

NEWSCASTER
Chi nese officials are calling the
President’s use of force excessive
and wi thout provocati on.

On the TV we see - a Chinese SUBMARI NE ri se out of the North
Atlantic ice.

NEWSCASTER
In response, the U S Secretary of
Def ense issued a statenent
reaffirmng the President’s
position, citing that any
subt erranean exerci ses w thout U. S
approval woul d be viewed as a
threat to national security.

Muscling the submarine out of the water is SUPERVAN. D ck
stares at the TV, a |l ook of determnation in his eyes.

| NT. HOSPI TAL - N GHT
D ck works hard at strengthening his | egs. Woeks pass.

DI SSCLVE TO

I NT. HOSPI TAL - DAY

Drenched in sweat, Dick struggles to walk without his
crutches. He collapses into a chair and spots O HARA
wat ching fromthe corner

Dl CK
Conmi ssi oner.
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O HARA
Only took twenty-eight years and
cost me ny marriage, but | guess
that was to be expect ed.

D CK
| guess.

There's an awkward sil ence. .

O HARA
Is that all you have to say? You
break into ny office, steal ny
files-

Dl CK
| did NOT steal those files.

O HARA
Ch, right. Selina did.

D CK
Probably three crooks in the world
that nove |ike that.

O HARA
But you didn’t see her face.

Dl CK
Ddn't need to.

O Hara spots a stubby MEXI CAN WOVAN noppi ng i n the corner

O HARA
Sel i nal

Wiile it’s clearly not her nane, she turns, startled. O Hara
exchanges a look with Dick. Too angry for words, Dick gets
his crutches in order and heads for the door.
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O HARA
No nore antics. From here on out,
you | eave the police work to us
policemen. And if ever we need
hel p, we call on the League, an
affiliation of which you re no
| onger a part of.

DI CK
| think ny gym menbership expired
t oo, but thanks for rem nding ne.

EXT. CGRAYSON HOUSE - DAY

D ck comes honme fromthe hospital. He walks with the aid of
a cane. Barbara and Bethany wal k beside him H s daughter
has grown quite a bit. She’'s alnost five.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - N GHT

They sit at the dining roomtable and eat dinner, |aughing
and carrying about like a loving famly.

BETHANY
...and its tail went WDOOSH,
knocking it over and SPLAM

D CK
It didn't...

BETHANY
Mayonnai se ever ywher e!

D CK
No!

BETHANY
(1 aughi ng)
Yup!



BARBARA
(j oki ngly)
Now we’'re definitely not getting a
dog. ..
BETHANY

Cone on, pleeeease! Wuat if we get
alittle one, with atiny tail?

There’'s a KNOCK at the door. It can be heard openi ng.

GORDON (O S.)
Hel | 0?

Barbara gets up fromthe table. Concerned.

BETHANY
G andpa!

GORDON
There’ s ny sack of potatoes. ..

They hug. Then, CGordon falls into a shelf - he s drunk.

BARBARA
Dam it, Dad...

BETHANY
Qooh, Mommy swore.

BARBARA
Bed tine, let’s go.

BETHANY
But I wasn’'t done with my corn.

BARBARA
CGo on - go brush your teeth.

BETHANY
Aww, Mom . .

30.



31.
Dick sits there, conpletely taken aback by the haggard
condition of Cordon.

BARBARA
D ck?!

Dick gets up and | eads Bet hany out of the room

DI CK
Cone on. Show nme where your
bedroomis, | think I forgot.

I NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BETHANY' S ROOM

Bet hany’ s in her pajamas, her teddy bear still covered in
band-aids. She sits up in bed and points to a ribbon on the
wal | .

BETHANY
For this one, | had to spel
fireman.

DI CK

Fireman. That’'s a tough one. |
know it starts with an O

BETHANY
o?

DI CK
H ny goodness! Look what tinme it
is!

He snothers her in tickles and closes with a kiss.

BETHANY
Dad, don’t get hurt again. Ckay?

Sonet hi ng about the way she says it knocks the wi nd right out
of him
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DI CK
Ckay.
| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - LI VI NG ROOM
D ck conmes downstairs to find the dining roomenpty. The
SCUND of VOM TI NG can be heard down the hall.
| N THE BATHROOM
D ck peeks in the doorway to see Barbara caring for Cordon.

DI CK
Wiy don’t you take a break?

Barbara eagerly exits the room adding..

BARBARA
Don't feel sorry for him

Gordon wi pes the slop fromhis chin.
GORDON
Vel conre hone, Dick.
| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - LATER THAT NI GHT
Bar bara places a pile of blankets on the couch.
BARBARA
You're all set. But | nean it,

this is the last tine.

She heads to bed.

GORDON
She’s a good girl, that one. Tried
to get me help... went to the

neetings and all that.
( MORE)
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GORDON (cont' d)
| try to stay away fromit - went a
whol e nonth once without a sip...
but with Bruce gone and, well,
you. . .

D ck pats Gordon on the shoul der and hands hima cup of tea.
A conforting silence holds the room when D ck asks...

D CK
Do you still believe it?

GORDON
Bel i eve what ?

Dick beans himwith a | ook. Gordon hangs his head, he knows
what he’ s aski ng.

GORDON
Doesn’'t matter what | believe. The
case has been over for what now. ..

DI CK
That’s O Hara tal king.

GORDON
Yeah, well, you should listen.
Ti mes have changed, Dick. Sounds
cliche, but god damm if it isn't
the truth. OMHara s got the reins
tothe city. He's a political
power house with connections t hat
run to the top of the food chain,
and | mean to the very top.

DI CK
The hell with O Hara, we go
straight to the League.

GORDON
CGo straight to themw th what?
What do ya got?
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DI CK
Ri ght now, nothin’, but | know who
m ght .

I NT. MJUSEUM - N GHT

A stunning BLONDE strolls through a posh crowd. She struts
past a trio of POLI CE OFFI CERS and t he DI SPLAY CASE OF

DI AMONDS t hey’ re guarding. Her shapely hips don't go
unnoticed as she enters...

THE WOVAN S BATHROOM

She ducks into a bathroomstall and renoves her skirt. On
the flipside of the fabric is a detail ed BLUEPRI NT of the
museum |t belongs to..

SELI NA KYLE (44), aka CATWOMAN. She nakes corrections to the
bl ueprint and kicks the flusher. As she exits the stall, a
HANDCUFF sl aps down on her wist and yanks her against the
wal | . Her assailant is--

Dl CK
Don’t nove- -

WHACK! She knees himin the stonmach

Selina pulls off her earring, straddles his arm and

instantly picks the | ock. She steps toward the door when
D ck grabs her by the ankle. The exchange conti nues, each
di shing out blows at an alarm ng speed, until finally D ck

sl ans her against the wall. 1It’s then she realizes...
SELI NA
D ck?
D CK

Nice w Q.
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SELI NA
Ch ny god, Dick... that night on
the roof - | never neant for you to
get hurt.

Dl CK

Explain that to the cops.
He pulls down on a FIRE ALARM A siren bel | ows.

SELI NA
God dam it...

She pulls himinto a bathroomstall as a PAIR OF COPS enter
t he room

COoP #1
Let’s go, everybody out.
| N THE STALL
They | ower their voices to a whisper...

SELI NA
What do you want ?

DI CK
| wanna know what you were doi ng
t hat night.
SELI NA
Sanme as you - |ooking for answers.
DI CK

Then show ne what you found.
A COP kicks in the stall door to find--

Selina and Dick in an inpassi oned enbrace, her top pulled
down, her chest pressed agai nst his.
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corP
| said let’s go. CQutside.

She fi xes her bl ouse.

SELI NA
He's rel entl ess.

EXT. MJSEUM - N GHT

Selina and Dick walk armin armdown the nuseum steps, past a
gathering of police cars and fire trucks.

SELI NA
| " ve been casing this exhibit for
nonths. If they find ny gear,
they’ Il up and ship those di anonds
to Metropolis.

DI CK
Cee, I'll feel real |ousy about
t hat .

EXT. TENEMENT BUI LDI NG - LATER THAT NI GHT
Selina pulls the wig fromher head, letting her |ong, black

hair unfurl. They walk toward a rundown apartnent conplex in
a bad part of towmn. A few locals eye themas they pass.

SELI NA
Rel ax.
Dl CK
Do | | ook worried?
SELI NA

Most of the tine.

DI CK
Just curious. You don’t exactly
bl end in.
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SELI NA
| keep to nyself..

TWD THUGS | ean out froman alley and bl ock their way.

THUG
Pretty neckl ace-

WHACK - WHACK - she lays them both out.

SELI NA
...for the nost part.

| NT. TENEMENT BU LD NG

Deep shadows run the Iength of the hall, obscuring nost of
the graffiti.

SELI NA
How s Bar bar a?

Dl CK
Fi ne.

SELI NA
| hear she made a full recovery.

D CK
Not full.
SELI NA
| can’t inmagine. Tell her | said
hel | o.
D CK
Sure... “Honey, how was your day?

Cat wonman says hello.”

They round a corner and approach an apartnent door. She
slides a board aside and reaches in, pushing a release. The
door opens opposite its hinges.
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| NSI DE HER H DEAVWAY

The roomis filled with drills, grappling hooks, glass-
cutters, everything a professional thief could ever want.

DI CK
Looks |i ke you' re keepi ng busy.

Selina struts across the roomand retrieves a file.

SELI NA
Here. First forty-eight hours of
t he i nvestigation.

DI CK
Anyt hi ng stand out ?

Selina pulls off her coat and sinks into a confy chair.

SELI NA

I’mthe thief. You' re the
detecti ve.

(reflecting)
| loved him you know. He pulled
nme off the streets, right out of
the gutter. | owe Bruce
ever yt hi ng.

D CK
(sarcastic)
Yeah, well, I’msure you rmade him
real proud.

D ck makes for the door.

SELI NA
There’ s sonet hi ng el se.

Her tone has changed, her eyes saddled with guilt.
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SELI NA
| don’t usually do breakouts but...
at that price...

DI CK
Who did you break out?

SELI NA
| was in over ny head with other
debts that had to get paid.

D CK
VWHO?

CUT TO

| NT. BO LER ROOM - NI GHT

Not hi ng noves down here. Until...

A DRILL whirls through a sewage pipe. It cuts a wide circle,
spilling excrenment. Lifting fromthe filth is CATWOVAN

Steamrises fromher wet suit, her face conpletely covered by
a protective mask with re-breather. W are in...

| NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - NMAIN PRI SON

Pol i shed bl ack | oafers wal k down the hall. Selina now wears
a prison security outfit.

She enters the SECURI TY BOOTH and i ncapacitates the guards.
Her attention turns to the main control panel. She runs her

finger down a line of nunbered swi tches, stopping at #42.
Wth the push of a button...

ELSEWHERE | N THE PRI SON
Cel | door #42 unl ocks and creaks open.

BACK TGO
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| NT. SELI NA'S APARTMENT

SELI NA
| tried to look at it |ike any
ot her job, but-

D ck pushes over a table full of gear, angry beyond words.
Sel i na hangs her head in shane.

DI CK
How much were you pai d?

SELI NA
Twel ve, up front.

D CK
Twelve mllion?
(she nods “yes”)
Who was your contact?

SELI NA
| don’t know.

DI CK
What do you nean, you don’t know?

SELI NA
The whol e thing was odd. Even the
breakout. Wen | got to his cell
it was |ike he had no idea | was
com ng.

DI CK
How was it arranged?

SELI NA
It was all done in code. Want ads.
CGot ham Ti nes.

D ck takes off his coat and grabs a newspaper off the floor.
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Dl CK
Show ne.

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - 3:10 A M
Dick enters his house with the file tucked under his arm

BARBARA (Q S.)
Are those OHara' s fil es?

He turns to see Barbara sitting at the dining roomtable.
Judgi ng by her expression, she’'s been waiting here all night.

Dl CK
Yes.

BARBARA
How did you find her?

Dl CK
That’s what | do.

BARBARA
Not anynor e.

Dl CK
Listen, | need to do this.

BARBARA
| loved himtoo, D ck. But nothing
you do is gonna bring hi mback

D CK
Then what’s the harn? |f what they
say is true, then-

BARBARA
Every m nute you work on this case,
you put our daughter’s life further
at risk.
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Dl CK
And if we don’'t know the truth, how
much less is she at risk?

BARBARA
Ch don't give nme that bullshit
about fighting for what’s right.
Wio do you think you' re talking to?

D CK
What do you expect ne to do, just
wal k away?

BARBARA
Yes, and you better. Learning the
truth about Bruce' s death won’t
make the world a better place for
our daughter if it gets her father
killed in the process.

She marches past himand up the stairs.

I N THE STUDY

Dick turns the light on at his desk and opens the file. He
stares at it for only a second before closing it.

| N THEI R BEDROOM
Dick crawls in bed and puts his arns around his wife.

DI SSCLVE TO

| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BEDROOM - MORNI NG

Sun peeks through the curtains. Barbara awakens to di scover
that her bed is enpty.
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DOM | N THE BASEMENT

D ck does pul | -ups.

MONTAGE:

-Dick visits the crime scene, taking pictures.
-Dick works out with rusted weights.

- Barbara wat ches as D ck goes over the case files.

-Dick jogs in the rain. He's clearly getting fit.

EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - AFTERNOON

Dick returns home fromhis jog to find O Hara’s car parked
out front.

| NSI DE

Barbara shares coffee with OHara in the living room

O HARA
D ck.

DI CK
Don't let ne interrupt.

D ck heads for the kitchen. Barbara doesn’t hol d back...

BARBARA
Have you been to the crine scene?

D CK
It’s not a crime scene anynore,
it’s just an alley. Mre coffee?

Dick exits the living roomand storns into...
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THE KI TCHEN
Barbara follows in after him Her voi ce hushed.

BARBARA
That was rude.

DI CK
That was ne bei ng nice.

BARBARA
What’s gotten into you? He's here
because he cares.

D CK
That’ s endeari ng.

BARBARA
Don't think I don’'t know what
you' re doing. The running every
norni ng, that rusted ol d wei ght
bench... it’s like you' re training
for a war.

O HARA (O S.)
| appreciate the hospitality, but I
really shoul d get going.
Dick enpties the coffee pot into the sink.
D CK
Just as well, we were out of coffee

anyway.

Barbara storns out of the kitchen. Dick listens as she
apol ogi zes to O Hara and he opts for a different approach

I N THE FOYER

O Hara has one foot out the door, when..
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Dl CK
What’s the rush?

D ck closes the door and steers OHara into the living room

Dl CK
Sit down, have a second cup.

O HARA
| really don’t have the tine--

D CK
Make the tine.

They | ock eyes. O Hara reluctantly takes a seat. Dick hands
Barbara a coffee cup and she heads back into the kitchen.

O HARA
You’' ve got two m nutes.

DI CK
You need to tell me what you know.

O HARA
About ?

D CK
That night in the alley. Tell nme
what you saw.

O HARA
| thought | made nyself perfectly
clear...

D CK

| need to hear it fromyou.

O HARA
| am t he Conm ssi oner of GCotham and
you are a stay-at-hone dad.
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You have access to every source of

i nformati on- -

O HARA

I nformation not privy to people
out si de of the departnent.

D ck pounds his fist against the table.

Dl CK
God damm it, tell ne!

Barbara reenters the living room -

is everything alright?

O Hara calns her with a wave and she goes back into the
kitchen. He swallows his pride and sits up in his seat.

O HARA
| arrived in the alley at 11:37 PM
W found strands of green hair on

the roof as well as on the victinis

body. Three days |ater we caught
t he Joker, whose DNA natched the
hair found at the crime scene and
who | ater confessed to the crine.

D CK
He clainms to have shot Batnman in
t he chest and watched himfall off
the roof, landing, and | quote,
“Flat on his back |like a w ngl ess
bat.”

O HARA
And?

D CK
And the autopsy report says he
shattered both ankl es.

O HARA
So?
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D CK
So he didn’t |and on his back, he
| anded feet first and fell forward,
accounting for the contusion to his
skul I.

CUT TGO

I NT. ALLEY - N GHT

VWHAM - Batnan neets with the pavenent, shattering his ankles
and cracking his skull.

BACK TGO

I NT. GRAYSON HOUSE

O HARA
| don’t give a shit what he says...

D CK
Good, because his confession is
not hing but a ploy to gain him
status at the asylum

O HARA
Forensics can put the Joker on the
roof at the tine of the murder.
And if that’s not enough, the gun
used to commt the crine was the
same make and nodel he used to
shoot your wfe.

CUT TO
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| NT. BARBARA' S APARTMENT - FRONT DOOR

The Joker levels his gun at Barbara’s abdonmen and pul | s back
on the trigger - BANG

BACK TG
| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE
Dl CK
How do you account for the powder
burns on his chest?
O HARA
The gun was fired point-bl ank.
D CK
R ght, except Bruce woul d never
all ow the Joker within arnis length
of him Never.
CUT TGO

EXT. BU LD NG ROOFTCOP - N GHT
The barrel of the gun goes off an inch from Batman's chest.

BACK TGO

I NT. GRAYSON HOUSE

O HARA
W all get old, Dick, and we all
slip up.

Dl CK

There’s a wi tness who hears--



O HARA
(di sm ssive)
A drunk in the alley.

D CK
He hears a single gunshot foll owed
by Bruce nearly | anding on top of
him But there’s no nention of
hearing any | aughter after the

i mpact.

O HARA
What does that even nean?

D CK
You’ ve seen the Joker in his cell.
That mani ac | aughs at everyt hi ng.
He | aughs at the god damm wal | s.

O HARA
Christ, Dick, is that all you got?

D CK
l’mtelling you, he didn't pull the
trigger.

O HARA
Vell, a jury disagreed with you.
And your two minutes are up.

O Hara stands and heads for the door

D CK
At the very | east, reopen the case.

O HARA
Pl ease thank your wife for the
cof f ee.

D CK
| f you reopen the case, we can--

49.
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O HARA

Let it go, Dick. Your crine-

fighting days are over.
O Hara exits. Barbara cones out of the kitchen with two
fresh cups of coffee. She and Di ck exchange a | ook, neither
pl eased.
| NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - STUDY - N GHT
Dick sits at his desk, trying to unravel the nystery behind
the want ads and who hired Selina. A picture of a PUDDLE OF
BLOOD sends his mnd reeling--

FLASHBACK TO

EXT. ALLEY - N GHT

NI GHTW NG sends a Batarang whirling - it connects, forcing
the gunman's hand up. Above, a woman overl ooking the alley
is hit and kill ed.

BACK TGO

STUDY - SAMVE

D ck shakes the nmenory from his thoughts and HEARS Bet hany
gi ggling down the hall.

UPSTAI RS | N THE BATHROOM

D ck watches fromthe hall as his wife scrubs Bethany in the
t ub.

BARBARA
D d you get your el bows?

BETHANY
When can we go back to the market?
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BARBARA
That’ s on Thur sdays.

BETHANY
| wanna buy Daddy sone flowers.

BARBARA
What col or?

BETHANY
Red and yellow. And orange. And
purple. ..
Dick takes it all in, considering..

BACK AT H S DESK

The crime scene reports are boxed up and thrown in the
cl oset.

EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BACK YARD - DAY

Bet hany plays on a sw ng set.

BETHANY
Dad, watch this.

D ck breaks fromraking the | eaves to watch his daughter hang
fromher legs. Barbara gazes from.

THE KI TCHEN W NDOW

She smles at the sight of her husband and daughter pl ayi ng.
Before she finishes making |unch, the doorbell rings.

AT THE FRONT DOCOR

Barbara is greeted by...



BARBARA
Al fred!

52.

She bends down to his wheel chair and gives hima hug.

ALFRED
How good to see you, M ss Barbara.

BARBARA
What brings you out this way?

| NT. CGRAYSON HOUSE - KITCHEN - LATER

Alfred sets a KEY on the table in front of D ck.

sits next to him

ALFRED
Mast er Bruce wanted you to have
this. He expressed a hope that you
woul d continue to donate a portion
of his earnings to the charities he
supported. However, it is entirely
up to your discretion. Wyne
Enterprises, the estate...
everyt hi ng now bel ongs to you.

Bar bar a

D ck exchanges a | ook with Barbara before reaching for the

key.

As he picks it up

BARBARA
W don’t want it.

DI CK / ALFRED
What ?

BARBARA
W don’'t need this. A garage ful
of cars, a stable full of horses -
you can’t even ride a horse.

D CK
Barb. ..

her hand cones down on top of his.
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Besi des, | have a good job and
we’' re payi ng down your nedica
bills-

DI CK
Bet hany’ s col | ege fund, what about
that? W dipped into that account
to keep up the nortgage.

BARBARA
| know. . .

D CK
Wiere’ s that noney gonna cone fron?

BARBARA
She’ll have to work towards a
schol ar shi p.

DI CK
Barb, by this tinme tonorrow we
could afford to have your back
| ooked at by the best doctors in
t he country.

BARBARA
G ve the noney to d ark.

D CK
dark..

BARBARA
He'll do sonething good with it.

D CK
G ark turned his back on us a | ong
ti me ago.

BARBARA
| don't care, | don't want it!

53.
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ALFRED
Pl ease, pl ease..

Al fred takes hold of Barbara’ s hand.

ALFRED

M ss Barbara, with all due respect,
this inheritance is not meant for
G ark Kent.

(to Dick)
And you. .. you shoul d know t hat
despite their falling out, Master
Bruce held M. Kent in high regard.
And rightfully so, when you
consi der the conplexity of his
obligations. [It’s not every man
who can handl e the wei ght of the
worl d on his shoul ders.

D CK
No of fense, Alfred, but we all have
burdens to carry.

ALFRED
Yes, and you shoul d be thankful you
are not required to carry his.

CUT TO

Pol i shed RED BOOTS wal k across a field of HUMAN BONES. W
are in...

EXT. AFRICA - THE CONRO - DAY

The boots bel ong to SUPERVAN, who wanders through a vall ey
LI TTERED WTH CORPSES. An enptiness consunes his eyes, as if
he’ s wal ked through a thousand of these fields. Wen...

A bl ood- curdl i ng SCREAM spi ns Superman on his heels. There,
springing fromthe tree line, is a WOMAN COVERED | N BLOCD,
her dark skin |acquered red.
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GUNSHOTS ring out and a bullet tears into her shoul der,
sendi ng her headlong into Superman’s arns. He pivots to
protect her as nore gunfire erupts fromthe brush, the
bul l ets ricocheting off his back - not that it will matter.
The woman’s | ast breath trickles fromher |ungs.

Superman gently sets her down and turns to face the culprits.
A dozen machi ne guns bl aze fromthe safety of the trees.

The Man of Steel lifts back his arns and CLAPS HS HANDS. A
SONNC BOOM fills the air and a SHOCK WAVE shakes the jungle

An eight-year-old BOY stunbles fromthe tree line. He drops
his rifle and falls to the ground, his ears bl eedi ng.
Superman watches in horror as a dozen other gunnmen topple out
fromhiding, all of themchildren

I NT. WAYNE MANCR - DAY

The front door opens and D ck steps inside. Sheets cover
everything. He nakes his way to the library and reaches for
a book on the shelf. Wen pulled, a portion of the floor
slides back - revealing a H DDEN STAl RAELL

Descendi ng t hrough darkened hal | ways, he enters...

THE BATCAVE

Wth his first step, Dick sinks into a foot of water. A
portion of the cave is flooded. He continues farther into
the cavern. H s fingers follow the contours of one in a
series of ten Batnobiles, all gathering dust. Relics of the
past consune every corner: a giant Joker card, an oversized
penny, a rack of unbrellas...

And that's when he sees it - the ROBIN COSTUVE, hanging in a
gl ass di splay case.

ALFRED (O.S.)
ADbit colorful, | admt.
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Dick turns to see Alfred sitting in a notorized wheel chair at
the far end of the cave.

ALFRED
Still, a fine suit of arnor.

Al fred wheels hinself over to a tool bench and continues his
work, re-wiring sone sort of handheld, electronic A zZM

DI CK
Haven't you ever heard of pinochle?

ALFRED
Ha, that’s a ganme best played with
friends. These days |I'’mvery nuch
al one. However, | do enjoy
tinkering with these things. Helps
keep the m nd sharp.

D CK
What's this one do?

ALFRED
Ch, just another toy. Simlar in
function to an E MP., only,
instead of emtting a frequency
that overloads circuitry, it
radi ates a subsoni c nodul ati on that
can rupture steel.

(of f Dick’s |oo0k)

Ha ha... | forget. You never had a
| ove for science. No, your area of
expertise was in | eaping off
heights with never a care as to
where you mght land. Al ways the
acrobat, eh, Master D ck?

D CK
In ny youth, Alfred. In ny youth.

Dick spots a table overrun with UTILITY BELTS.



D CK
D d you ever get around to putting
t hose audi o devices into the belts,
i ke Bruce always tal ked about ?

ALFRED
Oh yes. Several versions, in fact.

Dl CK
Woul d he have had one on hi mthat
ni ght ?

ALFRED

| would assune so.

Al fred wheels closer to the table, grabs a belt and
di sconnects a M CRO PROCESSOR from t he back

ALFRED
Shoul d | ook something like this.

He tosses it to Dick. It’s no bigger than a dine.
ALFRED
O course, you'll need to retrieve

the right belt.

D CK
It can’t really be that easy, can
it?

ALFRED

Hrff, nothing ever is.

Al fred wheels hinself to the cave el evator

ALFRED
It’s good to have you hone, sir.
Now i f you' ||l excuse nme, I'Il |eave

the two of you al one.

D CK
Vait, what?

57.
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The el evator door closes. D ck |ooks around. There's no one
else in the cave. That's when he noti ces...

A blinking RED LI GHT.

D ck steps closer. He brushes away the cobwebs and lays his
hand on a scanner. There’'s a CLUNK as power floods into a
hul ki ng machine - this is the BAT COMPUTER

D ck renmoves the KEY given to himby A fred, its distinct
shape matches a tunbler on the Bat conmputer. He slides the
key into the console and gives it a twi st, not expecting to
hear. . .

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
Hello, Dick. |If you're listening
tothis, it neans |I' m dead.

The sound of Bruce’s voice echoes through the cave.

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
Let ne start by saying that the day
you left, I was filled with such..
relief. Just to know that you
woul d get the chance to live a
normal life. | know you feel
guilty for having gone, but it
t akes courage to begin again and
for that, |’'ve never been nore
proud of you.

A VAULT automatically unl ocks across the room

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
This vault, the one you al ways
wanted to see the inside of as a
boy, well... I"'mafraid it’s not
filled with any of those exciting
t hi ngs you once inmagi ned. Inside
it is paperwork - the docunentation
you' Il need to bring all of this,
t he house, the stocks, ny entire

worth, into your nane.
( MORE)



BRUCE WAYNE (V. O.) (cont'd)
As for Bruce Wayne, well, for now

he’s very much alive. You'll even
hear accounts of hi m poppi ng up
fromtinme to tine. |In fact, he'll
live for several nore years until
he tragically dies in a plane crash
North of the H malayas. A fitting
death for a billionaire, | suppose.
Al that | do ask is that you
continue with ny contributions to
the conpanies in this city that are
still out to do good. They're
listed on the second shelf, red

f ol der.

A RED FOLDER sits in the vault.

BRUCE WAYNE (V. Q)
And while | know | don’t need to
say this, it was an honor to have
fought beside you. You re a snart
detective, an honest man, and a
great son.

EXT. GOTHAM COURTHOUSE - DAY

A bl ack sedan pulls up to the curb and O Hara gets out,

falling.

He' s qui ckly swarned by REPORTERS.

REPORTER #1
Is it true Superman will now be
patrolling the streets of Cothanf?

O HARA
Yes and we are |lucky to have him

REPORTER #2
Who i n Washi ngt on comrmands t he
authority over where Supernman-

O HARA
The deci sion was that of the
Attorney Ceneral.

59.
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REPORTER #3
Shoul d the citizens of Gotham be
worried that Supernman now answers
to you?

O HARA
Super man does what’'s best for the
good of this country. And no, the
peopl e of Got ham shoul d never fear
his presence. Not unless they' re
crimnals.

The reporters all |augh. Looking past them O Hara thinks he
sees Dick across the street. However, at a second gl ance,
Dick is nowhere to be seen.

FROM | NSI DE A NEARBY BANK

Dick stares at O Hara through the wi ndow, using the bank as
cover.

BANK TELLER
Can | help you?

DI CK
No, thank you

Before exiting, D ck spots GORDON at the teller w ndow.
DI CK
GORDON
D ck - you bank here?

DI CK
No.

Cordon col | ects his things.

GORDON
What ' s wrong?
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DI CK
Not hi ng the League can’t answer.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - OBSERVATI ON DECK - DAY

A TOUR GROUP i s paraded through a section of the facility
over| ooki ng the main council room WONDER WOVAN strides into
the main room garnering elated chatter fromthe tourists.

TOUR GUJ DE
Now t here’ s a woman who needs no
introduction. Standing five feet
el even inches tall and capabl e of
lifting over twelve thousand tons,
she’s one of the teanis founding
menbers, though you d never know it
to | ook at her.

Wnder Wonan presses a button, fogging the glass along the
observation deck

TOUR GUJ DE
Sorry fol ks, but not even we get to
see what goes on behind the
curtain. Nowif youll follow e,
you' Il get a glinpse of what an
invisible jet really | ooks I|ike.

As they wal k out of the viewing area, one of the tourists

i ngers behind and admres a heavy BUST OF THE FLASH Wth
the force of his shoulder, he nuscles it over. The bust
topples into the view ng wi ndow, shattering the gl ass.
Alarns bellow as the tourist |eaps through the w ndow frane
and | ands in--

THE MAIN COUNCI L ROOM
Before he can take a step, he’s surrounded by a towering

circle of GREEN FIRE. GREEN LANTERN eyes his captive. It’s
none other than...



Dl CK
CGCot a m nute?

| NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - HALLWAY
G een Lantern escorts D ck down the hall

GREEN LANTERN
Quite the dramatic entrance.

D CK
Maybe next tinme you'll try
returning ny calls.

GREEN LANTERN
W get a little busy around here,
in case you' ve forgotten

D CK
Wll, then | won't waste any of
your tine.

D ck stops outside of THE MORGUE.

D CK
| need to see Bruce’s body.

GREEN LANTERN
What? We... buried him

D CK
The casket we buried was enpty.
Don't talk to nme like |’ m sone
out si der.

GREEN LANTERN
" msorry.

Dl CK
| want to see him

62.
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Geen Lantern puts his palmon a scanner. An ELEVATOR opens

and they both get in.
GREEN LANTERN
|"mafraid you re gonna be
di sappoi nt ed.

The doors cl ose.

I NSI DE THE ELEVATOR
They ride the el evator down.
GREEN LANTERN
There’s nothing to see. Cark took

care of it.

Dl CK
Took care of it how?

GREEN LANTERN
Per Bruce’'s wishes - he torched it.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - THREE YEARS AQRO

Super man engul fs Batman’ s body i n HEAT VI SI O\N.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - ELEVATOR

The el evator doors open and G een Lantern points.

GREEN LANTERN
That’'s all that's left.

Dick steps off the elevator and enters...

CUT TGO

BACK TO
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AN UNDERCGROUND WAREHOUSE

The roomis overflowing with anti quated Bat-gadgets and
vehicles. At the far corner of the roomsits Batnman's
UTILITY BELT. Dy ck looks it over, it’s a charred ness.

GREEN LANTERN
Haven't been down here in a while.
Look at that...

Geen Lantern grins at the sight of a 1966 BATMOBI LE with
stylish tail fins.

GREEN LANTERN
Voi ce recognition, atomc battery -
don’t make ‘emlike this anynore.

D CK
Yeah, fancy car. You renenber the
man who drove it?

Green Lantern’s comm suddenly crackles with the VO CE of ..

FLASH (Q. S.)
Hal , you better have a serious talk
wth Wnder Bra before |I’mnade to
teach her a | esson

D CK
How is Barry these days?

FLASH (O S.)
I"mtelling you, 1’"mone-tenth of a
second away fromtaking that |asso
of hers and-

G een Lantern shuts off his comm

GREEN LANTERN
Shoul d’ ve ki cked hi mout years ago.



Dl CK
And d ar k?

GREEN LANTERN
Spends nost his tine on the front
lines, cleaning up the President’s
ness.

DI CK
Cark’s a pawn, just |like D ana.

GREEN LANTERN
W' re all pawns in sone way or
anot her.

D CK
That’s a great notto.

GREEN LANTERN
W' re a different League now, Di ck.

D CK
That's what happens when you sit
O Hara at the head of the table.

Geen Lantern takes the Uility Belt from D ck’s hands.

GREEN LANTERN
| don't like what you're
i nsi nuati ng.

D CK
What happened to this place? This
bui | ding used to stand for
sonething - WE used to stand
t oget her.

Again, Geen Lantern’s commsignals and we hear. ..

WONDER WOVAN (O S.)
O Hara’s asking to speak with you
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Dl CK
"1l let nyself out.
D ck storns out of the room Unbeknown to G een Lantern,
D ck has pulled the M CRO PROCESSOR out of the Wility Belt.
| NT. BATCAVE - N GHT

D ck watches on intently as A fred connects the m cro-
processor to the Bat comnputer.

ALFRED
That should do the trick...

Dick’s cell phone rings. He checks the nunber and answers.
D CK
Perfect timng. You want to hear
what happened that night?
ON THE OTHER SI DE OF THE LI NE

CGCordon listens from hone.

GORDON
What ni ght ?

DCK (QS.)
Li sten. ..

D ck puts the phone on speaker and Al fred activates the
recording. It begins with the JOKER LAUGH NG

Cordon sits w de-eyed, listening...

| NT. BATCAVE

The JOKER S LAUGHTER fills the cave, followed by...
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BATMAN (Q. S.)
Put down the gun
The audi o suddenly becones i ndi scerni bl e.

GORDON (O S.)
What happened?

A VARNING i | lum nates on the Bat conputer, indicating danmage.

Dl CK
CGCod damm heat vision...

GORDON (O S.)
What are you tal king about ?

ALFRED
It seens the audi o processor has
sust ai ned sone danage.

D CK
DAWN | T!

GORDON (O S.)
Can it be fixed?

A RED LI GHT FLASHES on the security system

ALFRED
It appears we have a visitor.

Dl CK
No visitors. Keep the gates
cl osed.

ALFRED

The gates are closed, sir, but it
won’'t make a bit of difference.
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I NT. WAYNE MANOR - THE FRONT DOOR

D ck opens the door to reveal SUPERVAN. Rain or no rain,
D ck doesn't invite himin.

SUPERVAN
R chard.

D CK
Kent .

Super man pushes past D ck and begi ns | ooki ng around t he
foyer.

SUPERVAN
| don't enjoy this, but it seens
you' re upsetting a | ot of people.

D CK
Well, you can tell those people
they can go to hell.

SUPERVAN
Save the tough talk, I’mnot the
eneny.

D CK

No? You cane here to warn ne,
didnt ya? |Is that the sort of
thing you do with your friends?
Warn themnot to step out of |ine?

| got news for ya, |’mgonna tear
this city apart until | find the
truth.

SUPERNVAN

You' re in over your head.

D CK
|"mnot interested in your opinion.
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SUPERVAN
Bruce didn’t want to hear it either
and it cost Jason his life.

DI CK
GET QUT.

Super man makes for the door, stopping to add..

SUPERVAN
You can live in this house and pl ay
with his toys, but you |l never be

him Don't nmake nme rem nd you

He exits the house and lifts into the night sky.

MONTAGE:

-Alfred toils with the mcro-processor, carefully pulling it
apart while D ck pounds away at a heavy bag.

-Di ck studies dozens of newspaper clippings, still trying to
crack the code.

-Sprinting through the woods, D ck snaps out a Batarang and
hurls it toward the treetops. As it angles back, he flips
over a fallen tree and...

EXT. GRAYSON HOUSE - MORN NG

D ck catches the PAPER thrown at hi m by the paperboy.

LATER THAT MORNI NG

The newspaper |ies spread out across the kitchen table as

D ck studies the personals. An advertisenent for the C RCUS
catches his eye. Bethany sits across fromhi mand struggl es
with a word junble on the back of her cereal box.
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BETHANY
Dad, what’'s a...
(she counts the spaces)
seven-|letter word for “scary”?

D CK
Um.. | don’'t know. Ask your
not her .
Bet hany picks up the box and exits the room
BETHANY (O S.)
Mom will you help me with this
riddle?

Dick | ooks up fromthe paper - riddle...

| NT. BATCAVE

Dick enters a chanber filled with KEYS and renoves a set

mar ked ARKHAM

| NT. BATCAVE - LATER

A BLUEPRI NT of Arkham Asylumlies across a wide table. D ck
studi es the schematic and places a key on each door it’l|
open.

EXT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - NI GHT

The building |oons |ike a weathered castle, overrun with
gabl es and wapped in barbed wire. Hgh atop the wall, D ck
scal es the stonework. No ropes - he does it the hard way.
He di sappears into a snokest ack.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - FURNACE ROOM

Dick exits out the furnace and di srobes.
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I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - HALLWAY

Now DRESSED AS A JANI TOR, Dick unl ocks a steel-plated door
and enters a corridor. On either side of himare solitary
confinenent cells, nunbered sequentially.

He passes door #42, hearing the faint SOUND OF LAUGHTER A
thin wwndow is the only visual access into the room D ck
peers in the window. The cell appears enpty, however. ..

| NSI DE THE PADDED CELL

What Dick doesn't see is the JOKER (72) lying with his back
agai nst the door, his arns bound in a straightjacket, his
nout h spl ayed wi de and ROARI NG W TH LAUGHTER.

| N THE HALLWAY

D ck noves farther down the hall and conmes to cell #63. A
wal | of glass separates Dick froma thin nman facing the

corner. O ossword puzzles cover the floor.

D CK
Riddler...

EDWARD NI GVA (78), aka THE RI DDLER, | ooks up fromhis puzzle,
his green eyes sparkling.
| NSI DE THE MAI N CONTROL ROOM

D ck can be seen standing outside the Riddler’s cell on one
of thirty nonitors. Two SECURI TY GUARDS t ake noti ce.

SECURI TY GUARD #1
What’ s Darrel doi ng?

DARREL (Q. S.)
You say somethin’?



The guards turn to see DARREL THE JAN TOR wheel
t he room

AT THE RIDDLER S CELL

D ck hol ds the personal s agai nst the gl ass.

Rl DDLER
Hmm .. not a very clever code,
that’s for sure.

AN ALARM bel | ows. Dick panics...

D CK
Who pl aced t hese ads?!

Rl DDLER
And why would a janitor care to
know?

D CK

Can you read the code or can’t you?

Rl DDLER
The coveralls fit you a bit tight
and bear a softer yell ow enbroidery
in the patch - a subtle distinction
fromthe new uniforns, though an
adequat e di sgui se nonet hel ess.

D CK
You can’t read the code...

Rl DDLER
You' re | eft-handed, far-sighted,
and your accent nakes it apparent
that you are not originally from
this city. Yet here you are,
determned to uncover the truth
about CGot hami s greatest chanpion
with a fire in your eye as though
you knew hi m personal | y.

his cart

(2.
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DI CK
You' re wasting ny tine!

R DDLER
Ch cone now, DI CK GRAYSON, what's
the rush?

A pack of SECURI TY GUARDS can be heard racing down the
adj acent hallway. Dick turns to | eave, when...

Rl DDLER
What was the payout ?

Dl CK
Twelve mllion.

R DDLER
Ah... therein lies your answer.

Dl CK
| don’t understand.

Rl DDLER
Look about and sniff around, it's
someone rich within this town.

D CK
No ri ddl es!

Rl DDLER
For he who spends and pays out
mllions, has hinself sonme extra
billions.

The door to the hallway opens and El GHT SECURI TY GUARDS
enter, guns out and pointed.

SECURI TY GUARD
STEP AVAY FROM THE GLASS AND GET
DOM ON THE GROUND! DO I'T NOW
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Dick steps away fromthe glass and rai ses his hands above his
head, his back facing the guards to keep themfromgetting a
| ook at his face.

SECURI TY GUARD
DOMN ON YOUR KNEES!

D ck does as ordered. Two security officers try to push him
to his chest, but D ck counters, disabling both nen.

Anot her guard ains a STUN GUN- -

Dick swi pes his | egs out fromunderneath him The stun gun
fires its electrodes and clanps onto ONE OF THE CELL DQOORS,
setting off an array of sparks.

Anot her officer ains a shotgun, but D ck pushes it up--

BANG - it fractures an overhead pipe, adding a DOMPOUR to
the frenzy. D ck works his way through the guards, one by
one, laying themall out. He rounds the hall, only to see--

MORE GUARDS arriving in riot gear.

D ck heads back the way he came, grabs the shotgun off the
floor, enpties three rounds into a w re-nesh wi ndow and DI VES
THROUGH I T. Landing...

QUT ON THE ROOF

He tunbl es across the tiles and rolls over the |edge.
Luckily, he grabs the gutter and keeps fromtaking the fatal
plunge. He pulls hinself up on the roof, only to see--

Security guards at the window They don’t waste tine with a
war ni ng and open fire - BANG - BANG - BANG

D ck drops back down, only the gutter breaks and sends him
swnging into the wall. He falls to the lower roof and rolls

to the ground.

Qut come the dogs - TWO DOBERVANS running full steam
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D ck gets up and heads for the police bus, the dogs snhappi ng
at his heels. He pushes through the passenger door and nakes
a quick exit out the driver’s door, trapping the dogs in the
vehi cl e.

He scal es the perinmeter fence and throws hinsel f over the
barbed wire. But he’s not out of it yet. There' s a second
fence. He starts clinbing, as--

A security guard steps out on a guard tower. He loads a
SNI PER RI FLE and takes aim

D ck clears the second fence, when--

BANG - a bullet tears through his shoul der and he col | apses
to the ground. Three POLICE CARS skid to a stop in front of
him D ck hangs his head in defeat. The cops rush in and
twist his arns behind his back. Before he can nuster a
scream the butt of a rifle knocks himcold and his MEMORI ES
flash before us...

CUT TGO
1) NNGHTWNG sends a Batarang whirling. It stabs into a
robber’s arm forcing the gun up. Above, a worman overl ooki ng
the alley is killed. Her six-year-old son, JASON TODD

witnesses it all.

2) Jason is brought through the halls of a foster hone.
Unbeknownst to him D ck watches from a di stance.

3) To Bruce's surprise, D ck | eads Jason into the Batcave.
4) Dick trains Jason. Bruce watches, unsure.

5) The Joker levels his gun through a doorway and shoots
Barbara in the abdonen.

6) CGordon arrives at Barbara's apartnent to find her spraw ed
across the living roomfloor, blood everywhere.

7) N ghtwi ng chases the Joker into a factory filled with
Joker dolls. Batman and a new Robin arrive on the scene.
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For a nonent, they work as a team- Batnman, N ghtw ng and
Robin - all three fighting as one. That is...

Until Jason neets with a CROABAR- W ELDI NG Joker. Steel
cracks agai nst bone, spraying blood. And to nmake matters
worse - a BOWB ticks down the seconds...

BOOM - the building collapses. Wen the snoke settles,
Batman rises fromthe rubble with Jason in his arns - DEAD.

8) The Robin costune is sealed in a glass case and hung in
t he Bat cave.

9) Superman stands at the head of the Justice League table,
surrounded by his peers. Batnman stands opposite him Though
we can’'t hear their conversation, they' re having the kind of
argunent that dissolves friendships. Batman wal ks out.
Losing his cool, Superman throws the table across the room

10) Dick tosses his N ghtwing costune into a roaring
fireplace. Barbara waps her arns around him She’s
confined to a WHEELCHAI R

11) BANG Batman is shot in the chest.

I NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM - MEDI C W NG

D ck awakens, handcuffed to the bed, his wound dressed.
O Hara enters.

O HARA
|”ve taken the liberty of calling
your wife. She's already at the
station and she’s not all that
pl eased.

Dl CK
You stay away fromny famly.

O HARA
It’l1l be you who has to stay away.
You' re going to jail, Dick. This
stunt was the last of it.

( MORE)
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O HARA (cont'd)
(to the guards)
Bring himto County and have him
booked. Eight-man surveillance at
all tinmes.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - LATER

D ck goes through processing, undergoi ng mug shots and finger-
prints. As a result of the gunshot to his shoulder, his |eft
armrests in a sling. Once he’s booked, he's locked in a...

JAI L CELL
The door echoes as it cl oses.

FADE TO BLACK:

The darkness becones a bl ack robe belonging to a JUDGE. W
are in...

| NT. COURTROOM - DAY

D ck stands beside a court-appoi nted DEFENSE ATTORNEY as t he
arrai gnnent pl ays out.

JUDCGE
Let the record show that the
def endant has entered a plea of
guilty on all sixteen counts
pendi ng agai nst him This court
wi Il reconvene three weeks from
t oday, on May seventh at el even
o' clock, to carry out sentencing.
I n agreement with the prosecution,
bail is set for five mllion
dol | ars.

DEFENSE ATTCORNEY
Five mllion dollars?' Your Honor,
this is ny client’s first offense--
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JUDGE
Hs first of sixteen offenses.
Bail is set for five mllion

dollars. Court is adjourned.

The gavel bangs.

I NT. COURTHOUSE - HALLWAY - LATER

The defense attorney gathers his things when a man in a
wheel chair pulls up al ongside him

ALFRED
That was five mllion, was it?

I NT. CGRAYSON HOUSE - DAY

Barbara | ooks out the window to see a black sedan pull up to
the house. Dick exits the car.

BETHANY
| can’'t find ny red sweater

BARBARA
| have your green one. Let’s go.

BETHANY
But I want ny red-

BARBARA
NOW

Bet hany follows in her nother’s | ead and exits the house via
t he side door

I N THE DRI VEWAY

The two get in the car.



BARBARA
Seat belt.

Bet hany buckl es in, when-

BETHANY
Daddy!

Bet hany undoes her seat belt and rolls down her w ndow.

BARBARA
Put your seat belt back on.

BETHANY
Wy ?

BARBARA
PUT I T ON

Di ck notices the SU TCASES piled in the back seat.

D CK
Barb, wait...

BETHANY
Hi Daddy.

BARBARA

(t o Bet hany)
| will NOT tell you again!

Bet hany buckl es in as Barbara puts the car in reverse.

D CK
Barb, | need your help. | can't do
this al one.

BARBARA
| won't be a part of it, Dick. Not

agai n.

She pulls away, leaving himin the driveway.



I NT. GRAYSON HOUSE - BATHROOM
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A mrror swings back into place. D ck has shaved his beard.

| NT. BATCAVE

Dick slaps a RED FILE to the table.

It

reads WAYNE

ENTERPRI SES, DONATI ONS. He pours through it, searching.
finger cones to rest on a conpany call ed GOTHAM SECURI Tl ES.

Their allotted donation: twelve mllion.

ALFRED

Master Dick, M. CGordon is here,

Sir.

D CK

Any | uck on that recording?

ALFRED

Sone. The conputer has identified
t he damage, but it nmay take sone

time to reconstruct.

Dl CK
Stay on it.

ALFRED

O course, sir. And M. Cordon?

Dl CK
Let himin.

D ck heads to the Bat conputer and types in “Gotham

Securities”, generating very little information.
enters the cave. Having never been down here,

over whel ned.

GORDON

My god... he always called it a
cave, but | thought he was ki dding.

H s

Gor don
he’'s a bit



Dl CK
CGot ham Securities, ever hear of it?

GORDON
Urm should | have?

D CK
No address, no enpl oyees. Just an
of f shore account.

GORDON
D ck, I know you don’t want to hear
this right now, but I think you
need to take a deep breath and
just... slow down.

Dick isn't |istening.

GORDON
D ck. ..

DI CK
Son of a bitch did it right under
our noses. . .

Cordon slans the file to the table.

GORDON
HEY. |’ ve gone down this road.
Lost it all... hell, I thought I

lost ny mnd. Not a day goes by
when | don’t think of it. M
daughter, lying in all that

bl ood. .

Cordon shakes of f the nmenory.

GORDON
You listen to nme. You need to
t hi nk about Barbara now. Think
about your marriage - of what this
could do to Bethany. 1Is it worth
| osing your famly over?
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The phone rings. Alfred answers - a | ook of panic washes

over him

D CK
What ?

ALFRED
He' s escaped.

FLASHBACK TO

| NT. ARKHAM ASYLUM

A security guard ains a STUN GUN- -

Dick swi pes his | egs out fromunderneath him The stun gun
fires its electrodes and clanps onto ONE OF THE CELL DOCRS,
setting off an array of sparks. This is cell #42.

| NSI DE CELL #42

The JOKER slowly turns, his eyes wwde. Wth a resoundi ng
CLANK, the lock retracts and the DOOR CRACKS OPEN.

BACK TO

| NT. BATCAVE
GORDON
Ch ny god.
D CK
Bar bar a.

Cordon picks up a phone and dials out...
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EXT. PARKING LOT - DAY

Barbara’s cell phone rings, only she’'s forgotten it in the
car. She and Bethany can be seen wal king toward a bustling
mar ket .

| NT. BATCAVE

GORDON
She’ s not answeri ng.

Dick rips a covering off the BATCYCLE. He punches the
ignition and the engine roars to life.

EXT. MARKET - DAY

FIl ower vendors, vegetable stands, juggling clowns - with so
much excitenent, Barbara doesn't notice the one CLOM maki ng
his way toward t hem

| NTERCUT

-The Batcycle blasts to the street and tears down the road.
-The clown stal ks cl oser. .

-Dick steers through traffic at breakneck speed.

-Barbara turns for a split second and - Bethany's gone.

BARBARA
Bet hany?

Di ck zoons onto the scene and skids to a stop, the tires
snmoki ng. The sight of himon the Batcycle sends a chil
t hrough Barbara’s vei ns.
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BARBARA
Ch ny god. ..
(yelling over the crowd)
BETHANY?!

Bar bara weaves through the market and spots--

BARBARA
Her sweater!

Dick grabs it, not expecting--

D CK
AHH!

He recoils, revealing a DOLL’ S HEAD wi th pai nted green hair
and an elongated smle. Jutting fromits face are dozens of
NEEDLES.

Bar bara covers her nmouth in horror, her worst nightnare has
cone true - the Joker has her daughter.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT

A Xerox machi ne copies Bethany' s picture, adding to a stack
of leaflets already printed. Dick sits with his shirt
unbuttoned and two DOCTORS checking his vitals. He's
sweat i ng uncontrol | ably.

D CK
| need to get out of here.

DOCTOR #1
Sit still, M. Gayson, the police
are doi ng everything they can.

D CK
I’mtelling you, I can find him
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What ever was in that needle is
sendi ng your heart rate through the
r oof .

A third doctor joins them

DOCTOR #3
The Toxicol ogy report says it’s
sonet hi ng cal | ed Bol i ni um

DOCTOR #2
Never heard of it. |Is that |like a-

Dl CK
It’s a neur ot oxin.

D ck stands and buttons his shirt.

DOCTOR #2
M. Gayson, please sit down.
| denti fying the conpound is only
t he beginning. W need to get you
to an ICU start flushing your
bl ood, and adm ni ster a vacci ne.

Dl CK
You won't find one. Not around
her e.

DOCTOR #1

Pl ease, further activity will only
speed the toxin through your body
faster.

DI CK
Then | guess | better get going.

A heavyset cop, RUSS DAWSQON, gets in Dick’'s way.
RUSS

CGet sone coffee and have a seat,
‘cause you' re not goi ng anywhere.
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Russ puts his hand on his nightstick. D ck w pes the sweat
fromhis eyes and contenplates what it’'ll take to put Russ
down, when CGordon enters the room and pulls him aside.

GORDON
|"ve made calls to everybody from
the East River to Cathedral Square,
nobody’ s seen or heard nothin' . |If
the Joker’s still in Gotham he’'s
gone under ground.

(sees the sweat)

How ya feeling?

Dl CK
|"mfine.

GORDON
You want ne to check the harbor?

D CK
Sit tight. A fred should be
calling with the information we
need.

GORDON
What ?  How?

CUT TO

| NT. BATCAVE - SAME

Al fred opens a chanber filled with dated el ectronic gadgetry.
He pulls a RADAR- SCOPE fromthe shelf and throws in a new
battery. It beeps to life and pinpoints the Joker’s

| ocati on.

BACK TO
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| NT. PCLI CE STATION - SAME

GORDON
(ast oni shed)
There’s a tracer on the Joker?

D CK
It’s inplanted, just below his rib
cage.

GORDON
When?

DI CK

Years ago, after Barbara was shot.
Bruce was determ ned to nmake sure

t he Joker woul d never hurt anyone

again. Wth the tracer inside him
the mnute he goes | oose, Bruce is
t here.

Cordon is floored. A tracer inplanted in the Joker?

Barbara exits froma roomfull of investigators, her face
swollen fromcrying. She locks eyes with D ck and
appr oaches.

SLAP - her hand cones across his face. She tries to hit him
agai n but the cops intervene.

BARBARA
You bast ar d!

She goes hysterical, crying and screamng. It takes three
men to restrain her. They usher her into another room and
cl ose the door

The commotion draws O Hara into the room Dick |unges at
him He only gets a hand on O Hara's shoul der before a swarm
of cops tackle himagai nst the nearest desk.
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Dl CK
You did this! First Batnan--

O HARA
Get hi mout of herel!

DI CK
AND NOW MY DAUGHTER!

O HARA
Put hi m sonewhere to cool off!

Russ and three other officers drag D ck down the hall.

DOMN THE HALL - JAIL CELL

Dck is thrown into a cell, the door | ocked shut. He stares
back at the nen who put himthere, his chest heaving.

RUSS
Let nme get you that coffee.

The cops head back the way they cane, chatting anong
t hensel ves.

COoP #1
You alright?

RUSS
Yeah, he clipped nme good though.

COP #2
You see that notorcycle of his we
i mpounded?

COP #3
Yeah, it’s hard to believe that
guy’ s Robi n.

RUSS

"1l say, he didn’t put up nuch of
a fight.
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Russ feels his pockets - sonething’s mssing. He races back
down the hall and rounds the corner to see Dick’s jail cel
open, his KEYS in the door.

I NT. POLI CE STATION - ROCOF - N GHT

A PCLI CE HELI COPTER touches down on a |landing pad. D ck
kicks the pilot fromhis seat and takes the controls.

Gordon, O Hara and an arny of cops race out onto the roof and
wat ch as the helicopter takes flight.

Russ pulls his sidearmand opens fire--

GORDON
St op!

Gordon barrels into Russ; however, not before he gets off a
cl ean shot and punctures the fusel age - the chopper now
| eaki ng gas.

GORDON
What the hell is wong with you
guys?!

O Hara turns to the nearest officer

O HARA
Put out a warrant for Dick
Grayson’s arrest and get a SWAT
team over to Wayne Manor

GORDON
What are you doi ng?

O HARA
(i gnoring Gordon)
Cont act every precinct south of the
river and get their pilots
ai rborne. They shoul d have anpl e
tinme to secure the area and
prohi bit himfromlandi ng.
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The officer hurries off to carry out the order.

GORDON
For god’ s sake, you’'re gonna get
Di ck Kkilled!

O HARA

GET H M QUT OF HERE!

GORDON
Ch, I'Il |eave...

Cordon uncl asps his revolver, hands it to another officer,
and WHACK - punches O Har a.

GORDON
Right after | kick your ass!

O Hara quickly recovers, but the other officers intervene.
Desk Sergeant LAWRENCE JCHNSON races out onto the roof.

LAVWRENCE
Conmmi ssi oner!

Bot h Gordon and O Hara turn.

GORDON / O HARA
WHAT?

LAVWRENCE
The phone’ s ringing.

O HARA
So take a nessage!

LAVWRENCE
No, sir - thee phone.
| NT. PCLI CE STATION - O HARA' S OFFI CE

A RED ROTARY PHONE illum nates in the corner of the room
O Hara answers. ..
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O HARA
Comm ssi oner.
(beat)
Who is this?

O Hara wites down an address.

O HARA
And you're certain he’s there?

The phone goes dead. O Hara hangs up and gl ares at Gordon.

O HARA
Wio the hell was that, CGordon?!
The Batnman is supposed to be dead!

GORDON
Did he give you a |ocation on the
Joker ?

O Hara passes the address to one of the officers.
O HARA
Call in a second SWAT team and send

themto this address.

GORDON
What address?!

O HARA
| THOUGHT | SAID, GET HM QUT OF
HERE!

CUT TO

EXT. POLI CE STATION - N GHT
Gordon is marched out of the building.

GORDON
Get your hands of f ne!
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They push himto the pavenent and go back inside. He barely
has time to collect hinself before a throng of PQOLI CE CARS
AND SWAT VANS exit the building. Gordon junps in his car and
follows after them

| NT. HELI COPTER - SAME

Dick sits at the controls, sweat pouring off his face, and
dials out on his cell...

| NT. BATCAVE - SAME

Alfred casually sips tea and answers the phone.. .

ALFRED
VWyne resi dence.

DCK (QS.)
Al fred, prepare an antiserumfor
Bolinium |’mcomng in.

ALFRED
Right away, sir. But I'mafraid
you |l need to take the back

entrance. W have quite a few
uni nvited guests.

Froma farther vantage we see that Alfred is seated in front
of a dozen security nonitors, each providing a different
angl e on the nmanor - a SWAT TEAM running fromroomto room
Exterior caneras display an arny of helicopters and police
cars surrounding the estate. They scour every inch of the
grounds, police dogs sniffing.

| NT. HELI COPTER - SAME

Dl CK
Way ahead of you, Alfred. |'m
already on route to the Hall. The

only question is...
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EXT. NI GHT SKY - SAME

In the distance, the HALL OF JUSTI CE shines |ike a beacon
under the Metropolis skyline.

DCK (QS.)
...do | still have any friends
t here?

I NT. HALL OF JUSTICE - N GHT

The Flash sits at the League conputer, his costunme on, save
for the mask. He reads a com c book and snacks on potato
chi ps when a PRIORI TY ALERT fl ashes across the screen.

FLASH
CGCet a load of this...

Aquaman nears the screen and reads it for hinself.

AQUAVAN
The Joker’s got Dick’ s daughter.

FLASH
Not that, this - there’'s a warrant
out for Dick’s arrest.
(sni ckers)
Looks like he stole a--

A BLIP appears on their scope. D ck’s voice crackles over
t he ai rwaves.

DCK (OS.)
Zero, Gamma, Pelican, Twel ve.
Repeat, Zero, Gamma, Peli can,
Twel ve. . .

FLASH
What the hell is that?
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AQUAVAN
An ol d distress signal. Open the
hangar .

Aquaman grabs a headset. ..

| NT. HELI COPTER - SAME

Dick nears the Hall of Justice - two hundred yards up ahead.

AQUAMAN (Q S.)
W hear you, Pelican, you have
perm ssion to | and.

D CK
Roger that, I'mcomn’ in.

The FUEL LI GHT cones on and the engine sputters.
DI CK
Holy shit...
| NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME

Aquanman wat ches on the nonitor as the chopper starts to
pitch.

AQUANAN

Sonet hi ng’ s wr ong.

EXT. HALL OF JUSTICE - SAME

The chopper drops fromthe sky. D ck straps on his seat belt
as KA- RAAAAAAAAASH - the helicopter collides with the earth,
tearing up the League’s front courtyard.
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| NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME
FLASH
Quess we're due for a new
f ount ai n.
EXT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME
D ck stunbles fromthe weck, a wicked cut across his |eft
eye. Aquanan opens the nmain door and ushers hi minside.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - SAME

D ck’s hands twi tch uncontrollably, the poison is taking its
toll.

AQUANVAN
You don’t | ook so good.
DI CK
| need to get back to the cave.
Does the sled still work?
AQUAVAN
Your guess is as good as m ne.

Cone on.

In the blink of an eye, the Flash crosses the room
obstructing their path.

FLASH
What are you doi ng?

AQUAVAN
CGet out of the way, Barry.

FLASH
What part of “warrant for his
arrest” don’t you understand?
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AQUAVAN
St ep asi de.

FLASH
You’ re gonna have to do better than
that, old man

AQUANAN
| said, STEP ASIDE.

Aquaman angl es his stare.

FLASH
Ha... save that telepathy crap for
the fish.

The Fl ash suddenly feels a dizzying sensation. H's
expressi on goes bl ank and he steps out of the way.

AQUAVAN

Wor ks on whal es too, asshol e.

I NT. HALL OF JUSTI CE - UNDERGROUND WAREHOUSE

Aquarman and Dick enter the warehouse filled with old Batman
equi pnent and approach THE SLED - a thin, rocket-shaped pod
resting on a track.

AQUAVAN

Let’s hope there s power.

D ck brushes away the cobwebs and pushes a button, but it
doesn’t power up.

AQUANVAN
Not hi n’ .

D CK
| can run a patch
(to the Batnobile)
Atom c batteries to power.
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The cl assic ‘66 BATMOBI LE regi sters his VO CE COWAND and t he
engine revs to life. D ck pops the hood and runs a cabl e
fromthe notor to the sled console

DI CK
Try it again.

Aquaman flicks a switch and the sled huns with power. D ck
opens the cockpit and shakes Aquaman’s hand.

Dl CK
Thanks, Arthur.

AQUANVAN
Anyti me-

WHACK - a whirl of red catches Aquaman in the jaw, knocking
hi m col d.

VHAM - Dick is kicked to the floor. H s assailant is...

FLASH
Hey there, Dick. Good to see ya.

BAM - he hits Dick with another |ightning-fast punch.

Dl CK
Barry... ny daughter...

FLASH
Vel |, you shoul d have thought about
her before you got yourself m xed
up in all this.

He delivers six nore punches that |eave D ck gasping for air.
H s body starts to twitch, the poison taking effect.

DI CK
Don’t... nmake ne... hurt you.

KRACK - the Flash wal |l ops hi m agai n.



98.

FLASH
There it is, that attitude.

Dick crawls toward the pod, his nose bl eeding.

FLASH
Bruce had the sane thing... always
made ne want to set the record
strai ght - show you what it neans
to have real power.

Dick tries to fight back, but he’s no match. The Fl ash
purmel s himto the ground.

FLASH
So nuch for that attitude, eh
Dck? Wat's the matter? Nothin
el se to say?

What the Fl ash doesn't realize is--

D ck has lead himaround to the tail of the BATMOBI LE
Through swollen |ips, he utters...

DI CK
Tur bi nes to speed.

The Batnobile’s engine ignites, engulfing the Flash in
FLAMES.

FLASH
AHHHHHHHH!

D ck grabs a nearby tarp and hel ps snother the flames. The
Flash will live; however, he'll be noving a |ot slower.

Dick clinbs into the pod, his body convul sing. He closes the
cockpit and, with the push of the button, sends the pod
whi zzi ng down the track.
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I NT. JOKER' S H DEAVWAY - NI GHT

Mol d and broken wi ndows make up this one-story house. The
Joker exits the bathroom clutching his abdonmen, his stark
whi te hands covered in BLOOD. Bethany | ooks petrified.

JOKER
There, there, don't be frightened,
the fun’s just getting started.

He | ooks out the window to see a line of POLICE CARS AND SWAT
VANS converge on the house. GORDON parks al ongsi de them

The SWAT TEAM prepare their assault and nove in. They kick
down the front door and--

Are greeted by a FI FTY-CALI BER MACH NE GUN. RAT- A- TAT- TAT-
TAT- TAT- TAT- TAT- TAT- TAT- TAT! It tears themto shreds.

JOKER
HOOOOOO00 HA HA HAI

The Joker smiles fromear to ear and pulls back on a WOODEN
LEVER. As a result, MSSILES fold out fromthe roof. They
automatically lock onto targets and fire, obliterating every
police vehicle in sight. Gordon runs for cover.

| NT. BATCAVE - SAME

The SLED cones zipping into the cave. Dick lies wthout
noving, his skin white, his lips blue. A fred unlocks the
canopy and injects the antiseruminto Dick’s neck. H's eyes
spring to life.

ALFRED
Wl cone back, sir.

CUT TO
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BATCAVE - M NUTES LATER

The case enshrining the Robin uniform SHATTERS agai nst the
floor. Dick grabs the utility belt. H's cell phone rings.
He answers, only to hear--

GORDON (O S.)
There’s no getting inside!

| NTERCUT W TH

EXT. JOKER S H DEAVWAY - SAME

Sprinklers Iift fromthe [ awn and WOOOOOOOOSH - SPRAY FIRE in
every direction.

GORDON
The whol e pl ace is rigged!

BACK TO

| NT. BATCAVE - SAME

D ck unl ocks a chanber filled with BATMAN ATTI RE - boots,
gl oves, capes, etc.

D CK
Jim listen to ne...

GORDON (O S.)
That i nsane son of a bitch. He's
| aughi ng at us right now.

D CK
JimM It was all O Hara' s plan..

CUT TO
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EXT. ROOFTOP - N GHT

O HARA steps fromthe shadows, his gun drawn and poi nted at
t he Joker.

BACK TG
| NT. BATCAVE - SAME
Dick straps on a pair of Batman’s thickest boots.
D CK
O Hara hires Selina to free the
Joker. Bruce takes the bait and
when he’s not expecting it...
CUT TGO

EXT. ROOFTOP - N GHT

BATMAN arrives on the scene. He nears O Hara, who suddenly
turns, and - BANG - the barrel goes off an inch fromBatman' s
chest.

BACK TO

EXT. JOKER S H DEAVWAY - SAME

GORDON
VWhat’'s his notive?

DCK (QS.)
He's been second in conmmand his
whol e career. Even with your
retirement, if it’'s power he’'s
after, then Batman has to die.

GORDON
Do you have any proof?
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| NT. BATCAVE - SAME

D CK
Cot ham Securities, a dummy
corporation set up to receive noney
fromthe Wayne Foundation. The
sane noney O Hara used to hire
Selina. Link OHara to Gotham
Securities...

D ck types on a keypad and a platformrai ses one batnobile
above the others.

Dl CK
...and we catch our killer.

EXT. WAYNE MANCR - N GHT
Pol i cenen confer outside on the | awn.

COP #1
There’s nothing in there but a | ot
of expensive rugs and fancy
pai nti ngs.

The nen are suddenly caught in the lights of an oncom ng
vehicle. Too bad for them this is no car...

A secret passage gives way to a ferocious TANK. THE BEAST
as it's appropriately called, tranples everything in its path
and takes to the street. Two PCLI CE HELI COPTERS gi ve chase.

HELI COPTER PI LOT
W’ ve got him Myving south by
sout heast towards Got ham Har bor

The pilots aren't prepared for the Beast to drive off the
pi er and vani sh beneath the Got ham R ver
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UNDERWATER

Fully suited in a mx of old and new arnor, ROBIN steers the
Beast al ong the bottom of the riverbed.

EXT. JOKER S H DEAVAY - N GHT

The mayhem conti nues as GRENADES rol |l out of the nail box.

GORDON
Get back!

BOOM - bodies and netal are thrown every which way, when--
THE BEAST roars onto the scene. It plows over the Joker’s
defenses and slans into the porch. Robin springs fromthe
vehicl e and dives into the w ndow.

| NSI DE THE JOKER S HI DEAVAY

He rolls to his feet. However, before he can take a single
step, the floor gives way, dropping himinto--

THE BASEMENT

Wcked traps |ine the hall. Robin makes his way through a
sinister maze, dodging darts and ducking axes. The traps
keep com ng, including blow torches, bullets and a twel ve-ton

El GHT BALL that comes rolling toward him

Robin survives it all and ends up falling into a--

WATER TANK

The lid to the tank seals shut, inprisoning Robin in an
underwater tonb. The enclosure’s nade of solid steel, with
no other points of entry. Robin’s only hope...
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The electronic AQZMD He pulls it off his belt and activates
the trigger.

QUTSI DE THE WATER TANK

The netal tank TEARS DOMN THE M DDLE, spilling thousands of
gall ons of water into the basenent, and Robin along with it.
He's a nmess, but at least he's still breathing. However,
panic sets in at the sight of--

The TRACE inplanted in the Joker now sitting on the floor. A
nmessage, painted in blood, is scrawl ed across the wall, it

reads, “FOR ONE NI GHT ONLY! THE AMAZI NG GRAYSONS TAKE
FLI GHT! LET'S HOPE TH S BABY BI RD CAN FLY! HA HA HA!”

Robi n knows exactly what it neans. He races outside...

EXT. JOKER S H DEAVAY - SAME

He bounds across an overturned SWAT van and flips onto a | anp
post. Perched above the street, he spots a Cl RCUS TENT

 oom ng in the distance.

EXT. G RCUS - PARKING LOT

The Joker steers his white ‘73 Cadillac into a parked car
generating a hearty | augh.

JOKER
(si ngi ng)
The wheels on the bus go ‘round and

‘round. ..

He grabs Bethany by the hair and drags her toward the tent.

EXT. ATY STREETS - SAME

The Beast skids around a corner at an al arm ng speed.
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| NSI DE THE BEAST

Robin drops it into high gear and fl oors the gas, when the
ROOF PEELS BACK, revealing WONDER WOVAN.  She yanks Robi n
fromthe vehicle and throws himto the asphalt.

QUT ON THE STREET

Robin tries to get away, but is ensnared by a G.ON NG LASSO
Its pul sati ng hum overwhel s his nervous system paralyzing
hi s nuscl es.

WONDER WOVAN
Don't fight it, it’lIl only hurt
nor e.

She yanks himby the collar and marches down the street, his
feet dangling in the air.

ROBI N
D ana, please. The Joker... has...
nmy daughter.

WONDER WOVAN
And 1l do everything in ny power

to get her back, right after | turn
you over to the authorities.

RCBI N
There isn't tine. You have to...
let me go...

VVONDER WOVAN

|”msorry, D ck, but you ve crossed
the line. R ght now, you re no
better than the rest of them

PONAANNNNNNNNNNNNNNNYYNNNYINN - t he Beast pl ows into her
knocki ng the tiara off her head.
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Freed of her |lasso, Robin |ooks to the Beast, surprised to
see CATWOVAN at the helm She bul |l dozes Wnder Wnan into a
bui | di ng, knocki ng the amazon col d.

CATWOVAN
Republ i can bitch

Cat woman hops to the street and hel ps Robin to his feet.

CATWOVAN
You can thank ne | ater.

A HAND cones fromout of nowhere and grabs Catwonan by the
neck. |IT S SUPERVAN. He bangs her head agai nst a bl ock of
cenent and drops her to the sidewal k.

H s eyes shift to Robin.

SUPERVAN
Easy, boy.

ROBI N
Stay out of this, dark!

SUPERVAN
You're comng wth ne.

Robin nusters all his strength and lays into Superman with a
ri ght hook. We hear BONES SNAP

SUPERVAN
Al that optim smjust cost you
your wist.

Qut cone the BATARANGS. Robin hurls four, one right after
anot her. Superman catches the first three and lets the
fourth one continue past.

SUPERVAN
Are we done pl ayi ng?

RCOBI N
Just about.
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The fourth Batarang cuts through an ELECTRI CAL CABLE and
sends the wire swinging down. It strikes Superman - erupting
sparks and forcing himto his knees. Wen the fireworks
subsi de, the power’s gone out across five city bl ocks and
Superman lies in the street, snol dering.

Robi n heads for the Beast. Only...

Superman recovers. He slans his FIST into the cenent,
cracking it like porcelain. The crevice zigzags up the
pavenent, caving in the street and dropping the Beast into a
gaping fissure. Robin rolls to safety and tries to get away,
however - -

Superman grabs hold of him H's fingers curl around the
enbl emon Robin’s vest, a grip no earthly power could pry
free of, when--

WHAAAAAAAAAACK! A ghostly, GREEN WRECKI NG BALL wal | ops into
Superman, tearing the "R’ clean off Robin’s vest and sendi ng
the Man of Steel into the nearest building.

GREEN LANTERN has arrived. He eyes Robin as he wal ks past
him Like a lone sheriff in an old western, he marches
across the street, ready for a showdown.

Cordon squeezes through the crowd and hurries over to Robin.

RCBI N
The circus... he's taken her to the

circus...
Superman lifts fromthe rubble.

ROBI N
Go!

Cordon heads off down the street as the two titans cone face
to face.

GREEN LANTERN
| see | got your attention.
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SUPERVAN
And?

GREEN LANTERN
And the Joker’s got Dick’s
daught er!

SUPERVAN
Do you know how many daughters are
dyi ng around the world right now?
You don’t seemtoo concerned about
them O is that just ny job?

GREEN LANTERN
| understand your frustration and
|’ msorry if you ever felt |ike you
had to go it al one..

Super man pushes Green Lantern aside, when - ZUMWP - a GREEN
CACE envel opes him

GREEN LANTERN
...but either you get your
priorities inline, or I line them
up for you.

Superman grabs hold of the bars and bends themwi th ease.

SUPERVAN
Cut e.

GREEN LANTERN
You don’t want to do this.

Green Lantern’s ring shimers, spawning a GREEN CANNON, the
barrel ainmed strai ght down at Super man.

SUPERNVAN
Most days, | don’t want to do any
of it...

ZI P - Superman is instantly behind him |ocking Geen Lantern
in a CHXXE HOLD.
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SUPERVAN
...but | still doit.

In a panic, Geen Lantern triggers the cannon - BOOM It
m sses Superman but tears through the street. The force of
t he bl ast knocks them both through a cenent pillar,
shattering the foundation of a twenty-story buil di ng.

Despite the danage, Supernman maintains his grip around G een
Lantern’s throat. Wen--

WHAAAAAAAAAAAAAM A gar gant uan GREEN SLEDGEHAMMVER sl ans into
Super man, driving himbeneath the pavenent.

GREEN LANTERN
&

Robi n pushes up to his feet and commandeers a HORSE from a
city policenan.

RCBI N
Can’t ride a horse, eh..

He junps into the saddle. Wth a swift kick, the steed
springs into an all-out sprint. Robin rides the horse
t hrough the bustling city-scape, |eaving behind...

SUPERVAN, who punches up through the street. There s an
unsettling look in his eye as he w pes the asphalt fromhis
lips. However, before he can give chase--

A nmassi ve GREEN SNAKE w aps around his wist. As nore of it
cones into view, we discover..

This is no snake. It’s a col ossal GREEN ELEPHANT - a
fearsone creation of Green Lantern’s ring. Pedestrians
scurry for cover as the elephant’s trunk tightens around
Superman’s armand wields himlike a mace, flattening cars as
if they were nmade of tin.
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I NT. G RCUS - SAME

The Joker steps into the center of the ring. He drags
Bet hany behind him disrupting the show.

JOKER
(t o Bet hany)
Ch, how your father just LOVES this
pl ace!

The Joker heads for the trapeze, as...

Cordon enters the tent. He scans the crowd and spots the
Joker dragging Bethany to the top of trapeze.

GORDON
Ch ny god.

AT THE TOP OF THE TRAPEZE

The Joker SHOOTS an acrobat at the top of the platform and
sends himfalling. The audience panics.

Gordon clinbs the spiraling stairwell. Before he can reach
the platform the Joker gives the high bar a push and grabs
Bet hany by the back of her shirt.

JOKER

On three! One - two - six - eight -
HA HA HAl THREE

CGordon doesn't nmake it to the platformin tine.

GORDON
000000

The Joker hurls Bethany toward the high bar. Her fingers
outstretch--
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But don't grab hold. Luckily, a BAT CABLE wi nds around her
leg. The other end of the cable ensnares the high bar and
sends her rocking back and forth high above the circus floor.

The Joker | ooks down to see--

ROBIN m d-way up the spiraling staircase. He rips off his
mask and calls to his daughter

RCBI N
Hang on!

JOKER
THAT' S NOT' FUNNY!

The Joker |eans over the platformand opens fire. BANG -
Robin takes a bullet in the thigh. BANG - he takes another
in the arm

NO
Cordon tackles the Joker. They westle for the gun--
BANG The gun goes off, shattering the high bar. The two
hal ves of the bar swing out wildly, causing the Bat cable to
unravel , Bethany mere seconds away fromfalling to her death.
Crazed, Gordon tightens his grip around the Joker’s throat.

GORDON
That bullet was neant for you!

THAT BULLET WAS MEANT FOR YQU!

Robi n's face goes white as he nakes the realization...

| NT. BATCAVE

Al fred makes an adjustnent to the M CRO PROCESSOR and t he Bat
conput er commences pl ayback. FLASHBACKS foll ow. ..
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EXT. ROOFTOP - N GHT
It’s not Chief O Hara, but rather--

GORDON who steps out of the shadows and ains his gun at an
unsuspecting Joker. To his disappointnent--

BATVMAN swi ngs onto the scene. Before his cape can even
settle, his heel neets with the Joker’s chin. The force of
t he bl ow knocks the Joker into a SKYLIGHT. He shatters the
glass and falls twenty feet to the floor bel ow

Cordon hurries to the skylight and sees the Joker |ying face
down in a pile of debris, his |leg broken at the knee.
olivious to the threat | oom ng over him the Joker cackles
i ke a wounded hyena.

JOKER
HA HA HA ..

Agai n, CGordon raises his gun.

BATMAN
Put down the gun.

GORDON
This has to end!

BATMAN
And it will. Just give me the gun.

GORDON
NO He'll just escape again! And
when he does, nore famlies wll be
made to suffer!

| mrages of BARBARA LYING IN A MESS OF BLOCOD flash through
Gordon’s m nd.
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GORDON
He needs to pay for all the bl ood
he's spilled! For all the pain
he’ s caused!

A church bell strikes the hour.

BATMVAN
He' |l pay, but not |ike that.

GORDON
He needs to die... HE NEEDS TO D E

BATMAN
Jim..

Tears cascade down Cordon's face and he |owers the gun

GORDON

Bat man reaches for the gun, when--

A vision of BARBARA LYING IN A POOL OF BLOOD fl ashes through
CGordon’s mind. He tenses...

BANG

Both Gordon and Batnman are equally horrified. Batman slips
backwards and falls off the roof. Gordon watches fromthe

| edge as Batman hits the pavenent, nearly crushing a honel ess
man beneath him

Cordon pulls back fromthe | edge, so not to be seen. A surge
of fear and anger sweep over himand he hurries to the
skylight, only to discover--

The Joker is gone. Sirens can be heard in the distance.

CUT TGO
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| NT. GORDON S HOUSE

The sink faucet turns on. Upon closer | ook, CGordon wasn't
doi ng the di shes when he got the call about Batman's death -
he was washi ng the BLOOD from hi s hands.

CUT TO

I NT. BANK

D ck spots Gordon managi ng his check book - at a cl oser | ook,
the top of the check reads: GOTHAM SECURI Tl ES.

BACK TO

| NT. C RCUS
Robi n and Gordon | ock eyes.
GORDON
It was an accident. You have to
believe ne... AN ACC DENT!

The Joker nuscl es the gun agai nst Gordon's chest--

BANG Gordon pulls away fromthe Joker, a circle of red
wi deni ng across his shirt. H's eyes beg for forgiveness as
he steps off the platformand reaches for Bethany.

SNAP!  Her cable gives way--

Cordon dives after her, the ground quickly nmaking its way
toward them He catches her and pivots to his back
absor bi ng the inpact.

JOKER
HA HAl  TWD FOR THE PRI CE OF ONE!

Gordon and Bethany |ie w thout noving.
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RCBI N
NO

JOKER
CH YES! AND IT S TIME YOQU JAO NED
THEM

The Joker ains his gun at Robin's face when--

A BAT- SHAPED FI GURE swoops down and knocks the Joker off his
feet. No, it’s not Batnan...

It’s BATARL. Barbara s dressed in the uniform her hair
spilling out the back. She proceeds to beat the Joker

sensel ess. Before she’s through, she grabs himby the collar
and | eans himover the platform

Lucky for him Bethany lifts her head - she survived the
fall. Batgirl opts for cuffing the Joker to the railing and
rappels to the floor. She rips off her mask and engulfs

Bet hany in a hug.

BARBARA
Bet hany. . .

Despite his wounds, Robin breathes a sigh of relief, when..
SUPERVAN DRI VES GREEN LANTERN THROUGH THE TENT AND | NTO THE
GROUND. The trapeze supports rupture, sending Robin and the
platformto the floor.

The chaos of it all sends the Joker into a | aughing craze.

JOKER
HAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHAHA

He roars in delirium that is, until a trapeze WRE snaps
| oose and- -

SHLUNK - severs his head fromhi s neck.

When the dust settles, Geen Lantern |ies unconscious.
Super man proves the victor, though he doesn't look it.
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Brui ses pock his face and nothing is left of his cape. In
his hand he holds Green Lantern’s RING which he throws to
the dirt and steps toward Robin.

Beat en beyond all measure, Robin lies on the ground,
i ncapabl e of noving. Barbara cones to his defense; however,
Super man SLAPS her to the floor.

BETHANY
No!

Bet hany gets between her father and Superman.

BETHANY
Pl ease! Stop! Pl eeeeease...

Super man pushes past her and grabs Robin by the throat. He
lifts himoff his feet, his eyes gl eam ng red, when--

Bet hany wraps her arns around Superman’s leg and lets out a
bl oodcurdling scream..

BETHANY
SOVEBCDY HEEEEEEEEEEEEEELP!

Her voi ce echoes throughout the tent and awakens Supermnman
fromhis frenzied state. H s eyes return to their blue
luster before welling up with tears. Wat’s |left of the
crowmd watches in silence as Supernman sets Robin on the floor
and sl unps down besi de him

The two men sit wi thout speaking.

DI SSCLVE TO

EXT. CEMETERY - DAY

In the shadow of Batnman’s nmonunent sits a conservative
headstone. It bears the nane JAMES GORDON. Dick repl aces
the wilted flowers with a fresh bundl e and stands al one at
the grave, his wounds nearly heal ed. He nods respectfully
and heads for his car.
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| NT. CGRAYSON HOUSE - DAY

Dick pulls into the driveway and parks. He wal ks up the
st oop; however, before he has the chance to open the front
door, a car pulls up to the curb. Smling in the backseat
is...

BETHANY
Daddy!

Bet hany races out of the car and tackles himw th a hug.

BETHANY
| mssed you.

DI CK
| m ssed you too.

BETHANY
And nmommy?

Dick looks to the car and sees Barbara standing beside it.
Their stare speaks vol unes.

DI CK
And nmommy.

BETHANY
Does that nean we can cone back
hone?

D CK
| don’t know. .. | noved soneone
el se into your room

BETHANY
You what ?!

D CK
Maybe the two of you can share
it...
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BETHANY
Share it?!l Wth who?!

D ck opens the front door, giving way to a PUPPY. It races
over to Bethany and licks her face wldly.

I NT. CGRAYSON HOUSE - LATER THAT N GHT

Barbara and Dick clean up after supper while Bethany plays
with the dog on the living roomfloor, the TV glowing in the
backgr ound.

BARBARA
| al nmost forgot how well you cook.

Barbara goes in for a slow kiss.

BARBARA
Mmmm .. spi cy.

BETHANY (Q S.)
Daddy, look! | nmade himroll over!

Dick exits the kitchen and gi ves Bethany an audi ence.

Dl CK
Let ne see...

Bet hany tries to command the puppy while her father watches,
when sonet hing on the TV catches his eye.

It’s an energency news bulletin. The reporter runs for cover
as a gray BEAST OF A MAN tears apart the city. Hi's
abnormal ly large fists pummel cars and buckl e the pavenent.
Beneat h an open-faced helnet, his red eyes emt a pul sating

| aser that |ays waste to everything caught in its fury. This
is DARKSEI D, an alien invader hellbent on destruction.

SUPERVAN attenpts to restrain him but fails.

D ck watches fromthe confort of his living roomas Darkseid
bares down on Supernman and- -
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CLI CK. Barbara shuts off the TV with the renote.

Dick | ooks at her, his eyes wi de, his blood punping through
his veins. She stares back at him her head titled as if to
say, “I thought we settled this?”

ol i vi ous, Bethany chines in...

BETHANY
(regardi ng the dog)
He did it! D d you see it, Dad?

D CK
BETHANY
Did you see himroll over?!
D ck exhales a cleansing breath and sits down on the couch.

DI CK
Show ne agai n, honey.

Bet hany attenpts to train the dog while her father watches.
He offers a few suggestions, his attention focussed as best
he can, when Barbara | eans cl oser and whispers in his ear..

BARBARA
What are you waiting for?

D ck | ooks at her, in shock.

BARBARA
He’ s gonna need your hel p.

CUT TGO

EXT. ATY - NIGHT

Superman and Darkseid tangle like a pair of feuding gods,
reducing the city to ash.
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Things go frombad to worse when GREEN LANTERN and WONDER
WOMAN join the fight and are quickly subdued.

Dar ksei d appears unstoppable. He envel opes Superman in a

| aser blast that sears off his trademark curl and brings him
to his knees. Supernman screans in pain, the |aser

over powering his senses, when--

KA- WHAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAM  The BATMOBI LE barrel s into Darkseid.

The awe-inspiring car screeches to a stop and a hatch sw ngs
open. Dick steps out of the driver seat, only he s not
dressed as Robin...

He is now t he new BATMAN.
SUPERVAN

He’s too strong, Dick. GCet clear
or you' re gonna get yourself

killed.
BATMVAN
| don’t know what you’'re talking
about. |'mjust out for a drive.
SUPERMAN
This is no tinme for jokes. Get out
of here.
BATMAN
Fine. | guess you don’t need to

know hi s weakness.
Bat nan turns to | eave.

SUPERVAN
What weakness?!

Dar kseid gets to his feet, knocking over a pair of fire
trucks in the process.



121.

BATNVAN
No, no, you've got this. You're
right, he’'s strong. Keen detective
work there..

SUPERVAN
Al right!

Bat man stops and gl ares over his shoul der.

SUPERNVAN
W wor k t oget her.

Batnman lets the words hang in the air before turning back
around and stepping up to Supernan.

BATNVAN
Toget her .

Darkseid ROARS with the force of a thousand |ions as our two
heroes ready for a fight.

THE END



